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PREFACE 


In the sketches of which this book Is composed, 
the author lias attempted, upon the model of one 
vivid experience, to reconstruct certain passages of 
the past. 

In hach he has accumulated as well as he could 
such evidence for detail as would make an actual 
in-esentment of history rather than an aid to its 
reajisa^n. The hours, the colours, the landscape, 
the weather, the language, are, as far as his learning 
permitted, the hours, the colours, the landscape, 
the weather, the language of the times and places 
he describes. • 

The reader will of course distinguish betw'een 
those epi'iod{3s in which the actors and events 
are purely imaginaiy (as, for example, in “The 
Christian"); those in wMch some part only of the 
actors are real (as in " *1^ Familiar"); and those 
in wliich every detail of person and of scene is 
rigidly historical (as in “ Orouet’s Ride *’ or “ The 
Ark-Royall ”). 
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In all of these, from the puiely ime^iiative to 
the puiely histoncai, whatever the authoi could 
vonfy has boon vonhod, but he well know', the 
impossibility of aniMiig at a (ompltte atcuiaty 
whtfTO such mimue details aie attempt!d 
He has dcsiiod ui tin sc jia^ts to iiroscnt suc¬ 
cessive pictures stret< hiiig across Hit .»ooo years of 
Cliri^tup history, in so dtiing lie has bo« n com- 
pdli'd to restnet himself to places wiih which he 
\\as himself taimliarlv acquainted and to authorities 
winch he had the power to consult Thus the 
crossing of the Channel by sail under a ligJd wind 
(as m '■ The Two Soldiers ’) he can claim to know 
horn experience 11c lias visited the arena in 
Southern lunisia whuh is the scene qt “The 
Clinstian,” and the coast of the Narbonest which 
IS that ol “ I he Pagans ” He is familiai with ,the 
banks of the Itchen on whicli “ The Saxon School ’ 
was built , and the voyage ^ol the Grcnik traveller* 
whose progress is imagined ip “ Flic Baibarians” 
took place in his own county * He has sailed, as 
did “ The Danish Boat from the North Sea over 
the )>ai of the riiree Ri\ ers up Breydon <ind so to 
Noiwich and before the same wind He has often 
walked tJirough the thickets m the valley of the 
Brede, wliere the soldiers came m “ The Night 
aftt) Hastings" Like all thf vVorld he knows tin 
Koman road to Staines, w'hich is tin road to 
“ Runnvmede ”, the way up from the Weald, 
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through Combe on to Mount Harry, and tbr aspect 
of “ Lewes ” from that bright is tamihar to him, as 
is also the approach' from the Vale of Glyjjde: as 
tor the flj^g buttresses of Westminstei (which 
appear in " The End of Henry IV.''} he knows them 
well The Madnd of “ The Famihar" he has visited 
in ]ust such a blinding summer; and in those 
shoals between Calais and Dunkirk, where " The 
Ark-Royall ” watched the Armada, he has dropped 
a little anrhor more than once for a few hours. 
He has passeil from the Lakes to the Hudson where 
was the tragedy of “ Saratoga ” ; he has paced the 
ranges upon the field where " The Guns at Valmy " 
were unlimberrd ; and lie ha** gone upon his feet 
over the “ Gmidarrama " by that same road whicli 
Napoleon took with his indoinitable bat half- 
mutinous army: men who further followed him 
snne six thousand miles. 

This long list is only permitted to occupy the 
space it does m order to assure the reader that 
the writer has not pr€sume<1 to set dowi^ fancy 
(iescriptions of landscapes and of climates whfch 
he did not know. 

As to historical references, I must beg the indul¬ 
gence of the critic, but I believe I have not positively 
asserted an error nor failed to set down a consider¬ 
able number of minute but entertainii^ truths. 

Thus the loth Legion (which I have calletl a 
regiment in " Tlie Two Soldiers ”) did sail under 



X PREFACE. 

Ceesar for' Bntain from Boulogne, and •from no 
other port. There was m those days a great land- 
loclced liarbour from Pont-de-6iiques nght up to 
the Narrows, as the readers of the " Gaule Ro- 
maine ” must know. The moon wa% at her last 
quarter {though piesuimug her not to be hidden 
by clouds IS but fancy) There vm a high lull 
just at the place where she would have been 
'nsmg that mglit—you may see it to-day. The 
Roman soldiers were reenutod' from the Teutonic 
and the Cdtic portions of Gaul; of the latter 
many did know of that grotto under Chartres 
which IS among the chief histoncal interests of 
Europe The tide ms, as I have said, on the flow 
at midnight- and so fortli. 

Sinularlv, the men who followed the Queen of 
France's tumbnl m the Revolution were the slouih 
ing guard I have desenbed m “ Mr Bair’s Annoy¬ 
ance ”; and that scratching of the pens, that sight 
of Camot at full length -upon the floor oscr the 
maps, which I have put into “ Thermidor," is true 
to thf evidence we have, as is the furniture of that 
great room m which Europe was transformed 

There is anotlior category of description con¬ 
tained in this book. Apart from detml ascertainable 
l>v research it tes. been nece%aiy, for work of this 
descnptjon, to decide upon doubtful points, where 
t\idence is conflicting and where room for doubt 
exists. Thus so great an authimty as Chuquet 
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traces the blowing up of tl^e Umbers »t Valmy 
after the Duke of Brunswick's abortive charge and 
probably in the afternoon: I have followed what 
seems to me the plain conclusion from KeUemmn. 
Similarly, there is no direct evidence as to the exact 
spot m the pass where the disaster of Roncesvalles 
took placewe only know that it was on ‘ the 
northern side of tlie range: my guess at the place, 
though fl^a^vn irom a close observation, is but an 
opinion. There are many such direct assertions (in¬ 
separable from the form of narrative) where strict 
liistory would state the thing tentatively, admit 
argument and defend a conclusion by reference 
and appendix; but none, I think,' for which I have 
not evidence or anal(^, nor one which I have not 
adopted myself only after a close reading of others’ 
views. » 

I must not fmther extend this apology for a 
chance stirics of historical essays; it may, however, 
be of interest to the reader to know tliat the scene 
from “The Barricade” has been described to the 
author by men still living, who fought and were 
wounded there; while the scene drawn from our 
English party politics in ” The Politician ” was 
carefully studied upon the platform ao recently as 
the year i()0b. 


KtxoS Land, 
1906. 
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'MOTIVE t)F YHIS book 


T his sloiy thnt fallows wai* told in tbo White 
Horve at Stoirington, a small town of the 
Weald. ^ 

Three men were taUcmR. Fitbt they had talked 
of the Education Bill, and from that they had opme 
to the Gefieral Election, and fiom that to discussing 
whethei nion were hap]3ier under one s’y^tem ot 
govemjnent than under another, and from that to 
the power of the inmd-to the all-power of the 
mind—and from tiiat to the Reality ot Expent*nce 
Ail these things weie discussed in th(' ‘'Mute Horse 
at Storrmgton , when one of the men said . “ I will 
tell you somctlung that happened to me once 
Ho 1 bought a little wlule, and then added : “ It 
happened three Thursday^ ago ” 
without giving the others time to collect them- 
seives> he plunged m rapidly thus 
*' You will remember how hot it was tliree Thurs¬ 
days ago. I was walking with my aslipiant fiom 
Thakeham here, and wjien I came to the httle 
dense wood near Roundabout J was so oppressed 
by the weather that I thought I iwuld sleep. 

19A 
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So T went into the wood and Jay a little ^vhile mth 
ray he^d on rny hvid looldi^ at the deep purple 
clouds,^ x’^ch were full of^ditinder. In the west, 
and tlien in a little while I wirat to sloop. It was 
about three o'clock in tlieVl^noon. 

*' Ycru know that tho^e is * phase between sleep¬ 
ing and waking when the "mind is very conscious, 
not ordy of its own existence but also of every 
phj^iqal impression (for instance, it is acutely 
sensible to noise), but%urinR which one does not 
choose lo move, and during which, to any one who 
saw» one, one would seem lo be still fast asleep. 
I had rorne suddenly out of my sleep into tliis 
condition wj^en I appreciated that I was not lying 
still. There u^as a regular swing beneath ^mc l>y 
which my head was now raucli higher than my 
feet, and again dropped back almpst, but not quite, 
to a level with them. 1 had for some, minutes 
(they may have been seconds) ao curiosity on 
this, for I had quite forgotten w'hcre 1 was, until a 
slight nausea took me. ’ It was not grave, for J am 
used to the but it was enough to disturb me. 
At the same rime, as I spread out my r^ht hand 
uneasily, though I had not yet opened my oyes, I 
felt a damp roughness under my fingers. I threw 
out my othW hand la^Uy: it came upon I'old iron; 
then i opened my eyes wide and at the some instant 
I teit a sharp on my face and with it tiie 
touch of spray. 
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“ I had opened- ray ey&> at a {noment in the 
swinging which I have dtscribed when my body 
was nearly level I '^3puld as I lay, notWng 
but blue-aky, very blue sky and d^, with a wind 
going over it and one or* two driten clouds which 
were quite white. It ^ coldish weather. At 
once, as the downward ^iwmg came and my head 
was lifted, I saw a \#id belt of'brown and white 
sea running before the tail end of a gale, and is 
the same glimpse, though fl^r some reason I could 
hardly move my head, I sdw that around me was a 
ship’s deck and that a sliip’s bulwarks stood within 
a yard of my feet. I could also see an edging ot 
sacks upon either side ot me, and. ^ving one 
hand Rightly. I felt beneath my head a hugger- 
mugger of rope; all the while I could smell and feel 
the damp and tha- salt witl\ which my clothes were 

scaltero4 

“ The swinging was regular. I had seen that 
ixil of sea for the third tirpe, and had been thus 
staling for .just .the space in whi<^ a hulk will roll, 
recover, and roll again in the trough of tlie sea, 
when 1 bcaid a loud explosion somewhat behind 
me and on my right, and with it the deck upon 
whidi 1 was trembled, and one ajuld. hear the 
rumbling of heavy little wheels Two men, whom 
I could not see, cried out together in French, but 
it was French with an accent, that I have never 
heard, and some one from far off replied to them 
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01 commanded them m a totaU\ different tongue, 
wducb hounded to me a little like Welsh, only 
sadder, I must tell ^vou that this pimsliot was 
fired as ive liW'led o\'er towards the honzori, and 
when the tftek Ifa wluch J lay tame back again 
more level and showed'the freebOiiKl of the hulk 
well Ahtwe the watu, then came that running of 
little heavy wheels which must have meant that 
they were hanhng bark a twclvi -poundei to reload 
Meanwhile, beyond all^these clcai and neighbour¬ 
ing sounds was a loud’and confused jumble of 
cues, commands and nmmng naked feet, the 
whole meiged into the noise made by tlic sea as it 
banged ag.imst light abeam for tlieie seemed 
to b< no way on the ship 

" 'Von may imagine how hard I tried to turn my 
head for the whole, thmg was as fresh and new 
and ^tfangc to me as a thing could possibly be, 
but as I tued to do so 1 felt so acute a pain in the 
movement of my neck, that 1 drqiped my chm 
again into its ongmal and cramj^d position upon 
mv chest As I did so I felt the unmistctkable 
smart, the sbght relief of tension and at the same 
time the warm tnrkle upon the ‘'km which mean 
that one has opened a wound, and so tnil\ was 1 
living m that new life tliat I remember thinking 
to myself ‘turse’rti I have opened that wound 
dg.un 1' 

" Bfhmd mt ihi gnn ined .igain and this time 
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\\\\\s a-bUght ctage qi ajm, iof the ricochet struck 
withm Tuy vision, a big, bursting wave 

abtmt iour hundred' yards off, and Immediatelv 
after 1 could m***, closer Ijj', the adj^nce of a sliip 

" Two ot her masts wer^ standi^, the tljird was 
shot away, but her rising was little damaged, 
and tlicre were but few sbot*hoh*s in her close 
Ccinvas. In spile of^hc loj.s of her mizzen she 
leaned pietty hcavih* to the wmd, and since ha' 
mainsail was, of course, go/ic, she carried t)ie Eng* 
iisli colours from a mak(Aljift of a signal hah-ard 
on the main One would have aid as she advnnce<l 
into the belt of sea (which I caught s^ht of with 
cverv roll) that she was a transligmvessel, foi 
her sajjs were not clingy but lull of glory irom the 
setting sun, wliose colours I now saw lor the first 
time reflected upon her canvas. She Jiad not. 
come well abrea.st ol us when she bore awav a 

i ^ 

little, and immediatelv 1 saw flashes InTe and 
theie, both bom hei dc*ck and from the upper line, 
of ports beneath it Her lower ports were closed. 

“ I dare say that on her log she called it a broad- 
' side, but 1 am here to testiiy, if ever her name is' 
known, that she was wounded for all her finery, 
for the broadside was very disjointed. Anyhow, 
lust as the smoke rose and half hid her lower rig* 
guig, but before the gale Iiad blown it away, I 
heard two heavy thuds, one of whicli w’as fdlowod 
by the slow' bending inward and tl«‘n the crashing 
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down a portion erf Ibf bulwaric at my feet. The 

edge of a panel came upon my leg, hut it came 

slowly and'did not hurt me; moreover the weight 

of it was sujqwted by an iron slanciiion upon 
■which it fell. 

"There was little reply from our side. TJiere 

^me a good deal of shouting from behind rae, and 

from what 1 judged to be, by the motion of the 

ship, the forwarrl pait, but no gun was fired, and 

erne could hear no distinct command. A tew 

of those naked feet ran up the docks not fur from 

my head, I could hoar tlieir upon the wet 

planking, and I could feel tlie vibration ol the 
wood. 

" The vossoi before us, which had come little 
into the wmd, went o« again, and I know that 
.she was pit-paring for another piece of combined 
fire. It came, and as f waited for its effect there 
setmecl to come a report infinitely louder, aU around 
me as it were, taking up the whole air and darkenmg 
It, and shocking me into an instaSit vitality ^ch 
,was at the same time a complete confusion. I 
thought in a sort of way of my wound and fou'cd’ 
myself half upright, but as I did so, still quite bhnd, 
or, as it seemed to me, in an impenetrable darkness, 

1 knew that I bad tom it again. Whore there 
had befoie been a trickle I now felt a rusli of blood, 
and that awful weakness and loss of self which 
comes from a sudden spending of blood feU upon me. 
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i , MW (1 Twy eyfft iritSi ibc gtanoc trtticK rtwci 
\bi V 4b*<si)air, ttnd I ^\ 3 \ saw cieady the 
uiil'- trw, ttie tirunder'^hmds, and the hot 
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Vcjt a httV whtk \ still Ht the weakness which 
WAS, perhaps, only the weakness of my sleep. It 
passed away, I got up and walked ahd came into 
this town. 

“ What do you make of fljat experience ’ " 

When lie had asked this question he cOntu^ued 
silent for a little while, and he got no answer. He 
added “ It was as real as any reality that I have 
known ..." 


Jlis face, as he spoke, and bis accent were the 
f.icc aiijj accent of a man renietnhcrmg something 
recent, detailed and clear; and surely wliat had 
hdpjwned to liim was this, that time had overlapped 
on him . . . he had l)een on lioard the Jacobin 
just at the end of the fighting on June 1.1794. 

^ Hturuig such a talc I wondered whether it might 
noi be possible, by an tfloit of the will as by an 
dccidcut. to live for some moments m the past 
and to see the things that had b<*en, stand and 
live before one. In such an attempt and from 
such an occasion I liegan to write the passages 
whicli arc now collected in tins book. ‘ 




THE TWO SOLDipS 

AUOUSl 20, B.t. SS 

i 

Hpun August ? 6 , BC 55, Julius Cjsur sailed hum 
lufftic \Mth two leeums lur the lASiiSiou of 




THE TWO SOLDIERS 

AUGUST 26 , B.C. 55 

T he night was very warm in Picardy, for August 
was not yet done, and the heat^ air of the 
day still quiver^jd over the bare stubble of- the 
hillsides upon either side of the grdt landlocked 
harbour, when that famous regiment, the Tenth, the 
grt'atest of the Roman I-egions, stood formed along 
the quSv: along that quay lay for a mile and 
more, oil the way from Pont-de-Briques northwards, 
a great mass of transports with their gangways 
fixed ajid c\'orything ready for going aboard. Thp 
waning quarter-moon slione fully upon the ranks 
of men, but she was red and near the horizon, 
rising beyond that main hill to the east which bid 
tlic i)bins beyond. It was not yet midnight. 

As the men stood at ease in the ranks talkmg to 
each other in low tones, a non-commissioned officer 
cdinc rapidly down the watei' froqt, glancing wtli 
quick eyes to note, where the lanterns shone on 
them, the numbers ot the companies; for these 
were maikcd in rough white ngures upon little 
boards which stood in the ground. Then wh«i he 
found the one he wanted he approached hb com- 
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radc fei command and communicated an order. 
That comrade tum^ and called out in I,atin two 
napies^ whooat tw^men. certamly not Roman, 
and men whose true names were very differout 
from (heir ‘rcgim^tal sound, stepped out quickly 
and" stood to^tirer. They were (be artificers of 
fheir lection, and were di^dted for the catapults 
upon the faster ships, the galleys that lay towards 
the mouth of the harbour. The one man, who 
was short, very broad-shouldered, bullct-hca<led, 
vivacious and young, hh<i for his name Kerdoc; 
the other, who was tall, softer in tiic flesh, with 
heav^’ limbs, mid pale, rather uncertain blue eyes, 
was called Chiothar , the first was from the Beauce, 
from the e(lg(' of that plain, half a day’s iikucIi 
<M mote beyond Chartres and the upper waters of 
the Eure, tlie second from the eastern slopqs of the 
Vosges, where a cosy little wooden village had 
nouiisliod Ins boyhood, high upon the mountain side 
from M'behcc could be seen far off the forests of the 
Allnien. 

Many other artificers so st'lected were drafted 
in until a column of perha])S a liundred had been 
lormi*d, then they marrhe<l them uf> the long wharf 
of wooden piles, got tliem aboard the first {.ist 
galley, bade them ship the gangway, and at last 
left them free as the sailon*; some of them cast 
off, some of them raij to stand at the halyards. 

Tlje moon was high when all tliese preparations 
were accomplished, but the air was still very warm, 
the stars sho'ved but tliinly through the summer 
hwe: from the south-west right up the valley of 
the harbonr towards the sea blew a faint but steady 
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bueze. The galleys weighed, and with very g^tle 
and ili5:thinical stfp^es the oars they’ dropped 
m hlc down the sluggish cbl^of the neap tide till' 
they canic to the narrow niooth of this great port 
of Icht and took the open sea. ' 

Kercloo and Clilothar, the tMer and the younger, 
the <^hort tnan and the^fNll, the dark man and the 
fill, leant ovt'T the bulwark of the weatlier side 
and watchtnl, with some fear but with a great 
i‘\hilarcition, tins new (demt'nt the sea. 

Slight .IS the wind was^ there was not a little 
]ump upon the bar of tiie Liane, and each uf them 
h.id a qualm ui hickneis, but ^e^v soon, when thev 
w’cre wtll out of the uarrowsv the gallov was put 
lieforo tlie wind and the sti'ady run of the ve^Sfl 
ea'-ed them All that the> heard and saw filled 
them w*th life: the new noise of the water along- 
sKle, the tn-aking of the eoidage. tlic high sing¬ 
song (.nes of the sailors when an order was given 
to haul, and the even beat of the oars f as also, 
above them, an infinite expanse ot sky; before 
them, as it*spc*me<l, an infinite^ expanse of water 
in the dusk oi the night. Jn one place they couW 
see ONX’r theii shoulders the indistinct mass of 
tinsncz rising above tlie roast and blotting out 
tlie few hoi iron stars < Upon all the rest ot the mig 
aiound them, from the extreme'south-west to the 
(a-t, there was notlung bpt line where tlie 

d.tfk sea mingled vdth the night sky. Very’ soon 
t)ie motion of the ship seemed to cliange, sea 
grew easier, though the wind was steady, and the 
bows took tlie water ilHth a longer sweep, because 
the tide had turned and was now ninning slowly 
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eastward up the Straits. In an hour it began to be 

W . . 

Fifet, th^ little sea^ showed fresh and grey under 
the begimtes of dawn, th^n colours slowly .grew 
bottle upoiji^the water and upon the ships around; 
at last be ni^e ovft like a picture'the >A'hole 
sweef^ of the Gallic idior^for they had gone but 
few miles under the )||ht air and against the ebb 
during tlic last hours of darknes^i^ 

With the flood tide, h<JwcVer, and the Ijrceze 
still holding they mada. mor^-rapidly out lowaid 
mid-Channol, '^nd when th# stuff sprang up ulx)ve 
the cdstem edge of the worl^ they could dcaily sec 
before them the newKliore wittch they had hirlierto 
but dimly perceived on specially clear days from 
the heights of -the camp above Boulogne. It was a 
long, low line of dirty white,’ae yet miles ijjKl miles 
away, and sinking at (.ither end into a ftiat that did 
not shew above the sea. With the exhilaration 
of the dSylight ftic eoilvcrsation of the two intn 
grew animated and fulL’ They conversed in the 
Pidgin Latin of ytc regiment, the one with the 
sharp liammcred accents and tfiin vowels of the 
(jaul, the other with tho slurred gutturals of the 
German. 

Aiad first they talked of the miseries and mis¬ 
fortune of the service, and agreed upon their bad 
luck that they ditjuld have been picked out rd 
thuir rc^megt (a hard enough service, God knows I) 
to herd _ with' common barbarians, wlio were not 
soldiers but mechanics, for each had (though it 
was not the form ofihe army to show it) a swelling 
pi ide in tlie Tcntli ; and, indeed, it was a famous 
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rcgimont, atid (^tined to a;i aStoniUiiti^ destiny 
—ioi when all ot tbdse then serving £ould be dead, 
eighty-seven yeaa later and more, Um Tenth were 
to garrison and to (urnbA the guard on 

Calvary: t ^ 

Next, theit, as'the morning grew tind the sun 
of August fosc, tfatnwitt long shadows of ships 
athwart the soi) they tmed oi the danger of such 
voyages, talk||t| b^bastically Uke landsmen, and 
thinking In^hts cairn night they had passed 
through perils. ^ * 

“ But 1 caUfiiot arown,” aaii Kerdoc wisely, 
wagging his head, ] have^ a charm 3 gainst,water, 
and I cannot die by it! ” 

" Show me your charra,’' said Chlothar, a little 
sulkily, for iic was ^ous oi so much power. 

Kor’oc hesitated somewliatt^ Itivas a great 
confidence; then he remembered how long Cljlo- 
tliar and he had marclnd' sidaJ^y siddU-nearly a 
year altogethoT—^nd he furtiwly pulled a little 
bioiuc modal {n>m hi^ neck, where it hung by a 
chain, and sliowcd it in the palln oi hU liand to his 
comrade. There was a crescent moon stamped 
upon it, with a star on either tip. and in the curve 
oj the crescent the face of a goddess. , 

Chlothar looked at it with horror. He <thrust 
out the fore and 4ittl6 fingers of his right hand, 
clenching the others, and put hfs tond out over tla 
bes, maldng the sign of tlie Honied 4 !k)d who pro¬ 
tected lum from the influence of the Modji; then 
he said in a slow, bttt angry, manner f ■*'Put it 
away; I will not look at a figure of the Moon. 
Ho is evil! “ 
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Kerdoc was ifi his natiia* bv tho 

msidt. but pfbud in his vanity at the cffed am) 
power of his charm, his vaaify conquiTcd and 
he said with Somewhat ridjcul<)*s $wagger. "The 
pneets gave me. ot rather," he ad^ed sJyl>, 
" they gave it me as agnin'?t a rich ofienng I got 
It m tJic Grottt) where they saenfioe tb tW Virgin 
who shall bear a bon ” ^ 


Tlie Geftnan knew that fatiY>us_ulace, and could 
not avoid an expression of respeej: ^efdoc quickly 
took advantage of thaltmood to exalt himself 
" That Qrotto," he said, Ijftlfin the limits 
of my tnb«, my mo^Jicr liad a cousin who was 
pnest tlieie underground " 

Chlothar said n<3(;hih^' but lookW sullen for 
some tune, and then said -b|trtfe51y « Turn may 
cOme and t)i|i army w>(l do hurt in vour vdUge ' ” 
It was a common»taunt m the regiment agam'^t all 
newly er«hsted ipMfr stnd Kerdoc* let it pass by, 
but he was stiU^re when he remembered the 
gesture the Germ^m had made to las Gwldcss, and 
for ■Some time there was silence between them, 
and both men looked ovei the side 
They were now, however, close under the British 
shorq, and tl^ activity of the men about tliem, 
sailors slufting ropes, tautening sheets, or running 
forward with feet to ex^te a command, 
showed them tliai' change had come upon their 
journey. Thanffrmd had dropped, H long smooth 
swell had taken the place of the small choppy 
waves, ‘iSte water was already slack and just upon 
the ebb again, when—to one command which the 
tnilnpets sounded* down the line of galleys—the 
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dnchor<! weic dropped oxtd ths boats artiiiw roupd 
(‘A.^t Axid west, head to streftin. all m7nm£ under 
thf (halk walls of pjjtaiu. ^ 

l’|K>n the ikyi^e along the edge of tiie cliffs, 
hiding the burnt sumnier turf with their nVuititudes 
were thousa^d'f'upon thou&^ds of the islaniierfe. 

1 litv kept but a littW ordei . at every lew yards 
among the mi‘>s a taller figure showed upon, the 
platform of a ohanot, the whole host wai^m^dlgt 
ami '<( tiling ^uiQn ot ants, and 'istW at 

that d'stanee roidd be heard horn time to time 
ovu tin canying^s^acft of the ■water a wiBji of 
distant cheefs, or moie Ucailv the of 

short ronrhs blown loddJy and <h'»cor|lai^ m 
rmdom doliance^j Now and again sonje one ut 
tlimi would ’hurl hu> spear over tho edge of the 
(liff till It fill upon the chaik at the base, or, by 
sdint. (scfjitional fiat, just pjls^d the tide-Unc of 
the sea, and caught ihe surf when t)io swell ot the 
higli tid«* bioke against,ihe sJiore Hkv 
All tins the two soldiers of the Tenth watched 
cunously Chlothar said. ”1 wonder how they 
(omc on!" To him, as to all private soldier# 
the indolent prospect of approaduug action (how¬ 
ever msigmfitani tlie action piomised to be) w'as 
unpleasing g 

Keidoc assumed a diftetent inood 1 tan tell 
^ou,” he said, afTecting an ex^rience which hw 
youth did mvt possess. “ they Gwefttish mes; 
r have htard tlftm radled Gwintlsh mfidl* Now men 
of the Gwent tight by rusbcft and a.rc4»asily broken 
We liave som< such tiTthe noith ot ns at homc.^ 
Thm cannot bi I aka line, it is lUlooVsandfehuntius. 

2 
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My father has fougbf against Gwcntish men/’ he 
a^ded a^oklfeticaify, a 2o6k ot bovmc doubt 
in Chlo'ftar's eye, and reragjnsing that his criticism 
the fighting had been vague i ” i do not say that 
I have, my father has.. Sometimes the men of 
our vlU^e fight ^hem in a bind, and some¬ 
times two by two for a prize/’ 

» « • « » 
Ibe sun rose to his mciidiao wd declmed, the 
fteoflstiU lay upon the oily sea fnder the heat at 
anchor, when to\»’ard mid-aftemoOn the liroeze rose 
i^atn, and as It rose the gaUey|-pbwiy swung round, 
bringing their «ilenis from w^ to east a*' I he tide 
return^, With that moment was peircived, after 
so many hours, the group of the h^ivy transports 
bowling up from the south-west with the wind and 
tJie sea tc^tlier, but of the cavalry that should have 
appeared to the left of that fleet in the little ships 
from Amhlcteiise tliere was not a sign. 

* A pinnace sdH^iut from a eentral galley to meet 
the flewcomers with orders, and on the deck ui that 
caliey stood the great awning of Tynan doth which 
Hlvered Caesar. 
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179 A.D. ■ 


I N thr yoar 179 of our salvation, but 933 of the 
I'ountUtion of the Oily, there ('.imp in tiom the 
ban' and burnt cnirntryside into the town of Thyrsus, 
in the province of Africa, a young man, fat, wealthy 
and good-natured, bearing the'absurd name of Payt- 
tyx, He Jiad on a beautiful white cloak, caught ,li|p 
on his shoulder by a brooch made of a large amutA» 
and eng]-aved with magical signs. Round the 
of this cloak was a narrow purple band. 'Hieie 
walked by his side in a familiar rajfnner an aged 
slave, drpss(Kl in un expensive way, and wearing 
those lxif)ls which the Gauls luid made fashionable 
m Kontp itself, hut which only a Msh vanity 
would make a man wear on tin- edge of the Sahara. 

Th(‘ old slave grumbled as he went, but this did 
not disturb the smiling face t>f the fat youtli, who 
seemed contented With the world in general; and 
in paiticular with his present busineiiS, wiiich was 
to moot at a tavern just within the gates of the city 
certain gladiators who were the next day to fight in 
the arena. 


He and his slave passed through the gate, where 
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there was a jostling of ev^ kind of man, Scandi¬ 
navian mercei^w, a dull Geman Centurion of the 
Guard, negroes and Nomads from the sands; he 
turned at once on the left to the little tavern and 
wai greeted by tlie innkeeper, whom he greeted in 
return. Sea'M at a wooden table were a dozen 
meh, among whom a huge Illyrian was prominent 
with his brutal, happy face, and next him a small 
agile Greek with a black pointed beard and restless 
eyes. There also was a iofag-jawed Ibciian with 
very short hair and a cruel solemnity of face, and a 
Syrian who looked so soft one might have thought 
him a moneylender—but on three occasions be* Iiad 
killed his man, for he wad very dexterous with the 
curved swOrd, and would fight with no other bejia- 
rate from these and Sitting quite a yard apart from 
them was a person of a very different wrl One 
could tell him at once for a freedman.' He was 
awk^’nrd in his gestures and nervous and shy. He 
also was eating and drmking as the other.s, but 
Apologetically, as it, were, with his cup half full 
and playing with his plate. This man was a Chris¬ 
tian. He was of no great size of body, and seemed 
even more lU-chosen than the bynan for the fight 
that was to be held on the morrow. 

Psyttyx, as he sat down among ^era all, gazed 
curiously on tliis figure, for, like all men whose 
wealth has permitt^ tliem education and travel, 
he was not c^^ded but interested by exceiitional 
bangs. their cups in salutation to 

F^iftyx, whoi he had called for wine and 

water, ra^pf)d^’'sa]uting them in return. But he 
oould notqiiiieplK eyes from wandering perpetually 



THE CHRISTIAN. 39 

towards the stranger, though his business was with 
the others, several oif whom he maintained at his 
own expense, and upcai all of whom he had made 
bets, One way or the other; upon the Illyrian in 
particular he had a book which gave odds on for 
Ills survival the next day, and evens that he would 
not be wounded; n foolish bet. for this big man 
was somewhat clumsy. 

Tlic Illyrian greet^ Uun most noisily, like a sort 
oi brother, the Greek most courteously; the Syrian 
alone betrayed an obsequious manner distasteful 
to our Western idea, but one already gaining upon 
the Roman world when a poor man spoke to a rich 
one. The others nodded or murmured his name. 
The Christian alone Sat silent. 

" Well now, Psyttyx," said the Illyrian in a coarse 
accent, '“here you are up to time, bringing Geta 
with you, and your absurd name as well.” He 
laughed loudly at this, but the others looked a little 
frightened. 

" It is a good name.” said Psyttyx," and African; 
and you well know that I do not put in a fiddle- 
faddle of cognomens, as is loo much the custom. 
Now your name no one knows, and did he know 
it, he could not pronounce so barbarous a tangle.” 
The laugli was against the Illyrian. Tlien Psyttyx 
turned, for he had a soft heart, to the sUent stranger 
and said : ” Will you not drink with me ? ” 

'* They won’t him drink,” sneerai the Syrian, 
“ he is IX Christian; their priests forbid them this." 

*' Oh 110,” said the Christian eagwiy; that is a 
heresy, I assure you 1 U is a heresy in special of 
the bibliopnr ol Ephesus and has be^ condemned.” 
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” Wha.1 on eatth all tLi? " saul Psviiyx, 
^eatlv .md to he dnni-'td 

Till' Chnstian steing that he had made himself 
ncliciiions was silent and bln-.hod 

' riiey «.eht lain htn ’ said the IllMi.in TU 
did lut tomi of his own aciorcl " 

' 1*. that s() ^^(] Psittyx 

rik ( hrislian pulpirif doivn a wf ak^‘■ob iiodd<d 
his Ik ad 

" \Va‘ it a jieiulh ' ' 'aid PsviU\, ieinmg <«ii- 
wa'd 

'Jiio Chnslun sliook ln-» liead negilivUy and 'iid 
in I voK^ jii t ibovp a wlnspei ' \o it was ui 
anaii>.imeiit 

" Ik m<»d( a nugn.U 'ign ' said tht Iliyiun witli 
dUotlKS guffivi and tluv ofhml luni lus c)iuk< 
in tiie an na, and lu liad the s(nse to take it Mak< 
that .mall) now” he addid Uanmg hawiirl 
md looking down tht Uble at tin. ntivous luth 
man ” we wont blab IIkj- all lookfsi cunousl\ 
ut ths slian.;ti but Ju only shook Ins heofi agun 
likt H man who fi ars to mak«‘ a tool of lums( If and 
who wishes that lu wen' elsewheu 
“ If you like ’ s.u<l Psyttw, quitt stiiouslv ” 1 
will speak to the inagislrateji ’ But the Christian 
with an iinplouijg liHik in lus eyes, foihade him In 
lus h<.dit hearts he hoptd thuigs might go wdl 
wjtli him, and ht knew that a man who had 
viiton' in the arena pleased the populace of the 
town and iWiuld he moic or Jess immunt for the 
fufuii f 

] thft.nk you heartily,” lie said in lus low voice 
an 1 P'‘^ttvx alone aK though tht others 
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were not present, " but I will not risk imprisonment 
iind the' lo-^s ol the Hedy Mysteries.” 

“ What mysteries are those ? ” said the Greet, 
vastly interested at once at the mention of the word. 

The Christian shook Ins head a^jain ” We may 
not nvntion them,” he said *” But.” and here in 
cx.iltocl I(M)k came into his eyes, they give us 
power over life and death, so tlial we call ourselves 
^the Sons 0 / (TOti.” 

” It is this damned st-drrecy of theirs,” grotvlcrl 
the Illyrian, ” whicli puts people’s backs up ! No 
wonder they get badgere*-!' " 

• Nonsense.’' said llie GrcM'k shortly, ” you must 
h.n'e secrecy if you have mve^teries I have Ik'cii 
iiuluU'd into three m\R<*If,” he said with no little 
pride, *' and you,” he said, turning to the Syrian, 
” have yon not some snich society out East ? ” The 
Syrian gave a greasy smile, shrugged Ins round 
shoulders and said : ” Oh yes: hut (»nly as a TOiitter 
of form.” » 

" So you are always saying,” '<iM Ps^ttyx shortly, 

” hut it is mv idea that vou Tevantiiu's have cast a 

% 

soil of net over the Empire with yoiu rilthy leagues.” 
Tlu'ii turning to the Christian he said: Do come 
with me now into the Square We will buv a hunch 
of flowers and put them on the statue.of the* Divine 
Rmjieror. 1 will do it. but you will be wil h me, and 
It will be publicly noticed, and you will go free.” 
The Christian shook his head again and two great 
tears came into his eyes. 

” Tliere you are again,” said the old slave, who 
had nor y(‘t spoken. ” ‘ Divine Emperor !' Just 
hefause you think it gentlemanly with its Army 
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tone} But your father hates the tjrick and it is my 
to tcH you so.” Psyttyx was a good deal 
ani^ed attd said: ” All right, ‘ the Emperor.’ then, 
if A like." 

“^He is a good fellow is the Entperor,” said the 
Illyrian, and they all murmured assent; tlien he 
added thoughtfully, " but a fool." 

" And he rides, badly," put in the Crreek, " I have 
seen him.” Then he turned to the Christian and 


abruptly said: "Mhat do you moan by ‘power 
over life and death ' ? Do 3'ou mean a magic that 
will protect you against death ? ” 

Tho silent man shook liis head again. . 

"Well, if you ertn’t do that, what on earth is the 
good of vour tnj’slcrics ? ” siiid the Innkeeper, who 
was getth^' intere«.te<L 

" T< U me.” said tlie Greek, " and do speak out, 
what do these mysteries tell you of death ? ” 

" I do not know cxartly," said the Christian 
tentatively, " for 1 am still learning and am not 
admitted to the full mystery, but when the I.ector 
sings out the two words twhich are ' auaemm dkere '), 
1 liave to go out into the l^artkvxy for i may not hoar 
the Paier No&ler*' They could not restrain th'-ir 


laughter at these uncouth and meaningless wonls. 

" I know what the ('hnsliarus bdieve,*’ said tlie 
IlJjTian loudly (for he was getting drunk). " My 
aunt tliat kejit a litlle :diop at Solano married one 
for her second husband, and a plaguey time she had 
of it He was given to drink, and he never did a 
stroke of work." 

"Tlie Christians,” said the Innkeeper senten- 
tiously, •' worship a God, called Chi’estos, at mid- 
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night; they use the magical sign of the Egyptian 
Tau. and prostrate themselves before an im^e of a 
woman standing upon the moon. It is well known 
that tliey sometimes immolate children.” He said 
tills looking at the Christian with some disfavour, 
and in the pompous tone of one who has met every 
kind of man, and who lias reserved his wisdom to 
the-end of the convorsation. 

” Oh rubbish! ” said P'<yttyx. “ the sooner you get 
these vulgar ideas out of yoilr bend the bettor. 
Christians are just as other men, wtli a little 
masonry like any of ours ” They wrangled some¬ 
what, and as they wranghd the Clinstian looked 
profoundly miserable, and said several times, '' I do 
assure you, gentlemen. ... 1 do assure you 1" 
Then Psyttyx, who disliked a quiiircl, rose, and \vas 
prepared to go out, but not before l|i‘ had asked liis 
own two (which were the Illyrian and the Greek) 
wliat money tli^ might need lor tlicir expenses 
before the fight next day. They said they would 
leave it to liim, and he gave them four gold pieces 
oui (rf a pui'Se his slave earned, for he thought it 
dishonrmraWe to cafry coin upon his person. 

Next day at about ten o'clock in the morning, 
upon the shady side of the amphitheatre, wdiere the 
wealthier men had reserved a few seat? from the 
]mblic, Psyttyx watched some twenty gladiators 
gomg into the arena, irom whicli the horses and 
animals ol a sham hunting scene had just been 
linven. The slaves ran out and scattered clean 
isind, and the fight li^yan in couples. 

One brace there was wluch could hardly be said 
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to figlit, for lliP lots had pitted, one against the 
other, thfupoor Christian and a little, low-hailt, 
broad-sliouhlerofl m.'in from Auvergne of the sort 
that can tann- an animal in a day, hard as wood, 
and perteclly unfeeling. Upon these two. with 'll 
sudden movement ol pitv, I^;^'ltyx riveted his 
Tlie Christian, with liis knees weakly bent. ''Ijul- 
fling and .awkwardly parrying, backed awnv from-lhe 
first ‘>lr{>k{s of hi*- oi)p<»neni, and. amid the shouts 
and laughter t»i the audionoc. cTouched against the 
wall above wliieli the wealfliicr siwctators sal. They 
leant forward to >ee tile end of the farce. Above 
Psvtlyv's shoulder tin- wealtliiest Jinv of Thir^is 
leant witii <ui unpleasant (iimiliarily, his old inoiuii 
grinning thinly, and on every side they ahuse{l and 
insulted tlu' wii‘tcU wiio made so potir a show lor his 
life. He liad no kiiowh^Igi- at aJl of huw to iuindle 
the short swi)Td. He wavtd jt desperately before 
tlic Aiieeignat, who, smiling slightly and quite at 
Ins easi*. was choosing where he should strike, lie 
struck jusi wlicrc the neck [oins the shoulder, anrl the 
Christum went down, his l)ent knees giving w.iy at 
once, ills Jiands for one monwnl supporting the 
weigJii of Ids iHKly, wliicfj in another moment Jiaci 
sunk upon the sand as a gush ol bhvd sickened him 
and sjwnt out the strengtli of ids soul. In that 
attitude, attempting to lih his head, in spite ol the 
severi'J muscles, he began tlie Sign of the ( ross. 
Ju^t belort' he had competed it, in th«i mere second 
whicli it tikes to jK-rfonn, his final exliaustion was 
upon him : he groped at his left shoulder, then liis 
hand Idl, ami he was dead. 
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At th» end ot Uif* fourth itnluiv, Uviul '?o, Ln 4 jhnd 
biRhly p)puljt»d the olittj il hiifiu ipt wa laliii Hit* 
>dtg< gaiitM'Uswejr tht’st nl a Rhumi tiuis lljfC'ttholjt 
laiTlitta (IkiiUj irctptfd th upli m ni\ t f tJji/?o\»rn 
in/ (la s r(nct>,d a Miiilitl it jt Ihii w< iltM ^ t 
(ofwJuili I I't Aupliiwi' rmeot (Imwi lUiuiM ukI iikM 
populuu juil) wdN win »vtd hv iiicui'i ais ot pUt; bar- 
baimu tiib'is fto*ii tlit no Hi taM and i to 
cniov the advaut i n ■> irf a lupi oivjli itini '^oiu of 
th »S( m{’iisnn» vh*k lu it u it itm, ilan Hk di^ut 
of virtall tij dti hoi t j untltf (111 « i(h eii V jikN ot 
u »^l tbt savant u)unti*p% beyond tli** \ui(li S< i. 
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ABOUT 370 A.l). 

U PON the bauk of a Suffolk river, not two mUeS 
from the sea. tij6re was. a large Roman house, 
already tamed age. 

It had been large in its origin, two centuries 
Ix'fore; it was larger now. One could trace its 
hrst form in the iigid lines of the old tiles; a big 
quadrangle with two wings. 

To tliesQ had been added by six generations of 
racnf innumerable things. Sheds had decayed and 
had been partly renewed; here there was a pretty 
gate, quite now, and more in the sclieme of the 
whole; there statues in the false taste of an earlier 
time were sot too fomuilly along a central avenue; 
while all around a mass of loots, of every colour 
and age, showed how the place had spread. ’ 
ft was the spring of tlie year; a sound, cold wind 
blew oft the North Sea, and March was not yet 
ended. It was long since Julian had died, and, m 
d lashiwi, the new order had been heard of here. 
There was a pride in the memory of Constantine, 
much official talk of the ChurdCbut no missioner 
liad conic to the pLice, even before the pereecution, 
and as to those who had abandoned the gods, tlie 
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so abandtmed wen? not so much tlir gods of 
the atips the gods of the woods. Half Hip g' ntrv 
of the cith-s still worshipped Mithras, but in llie 
Mjtiaiis of wild land betwein the gicat u^ad*- fust 
one tnhc, then .inotluT had hdlowed its chief, and 
Itad taken on the now Khlcs of fininortalilv and 
ail tht nusleiifs of (hiist Such things nppe'aled 
to them, and thou legends were ain^adi nii\od with 
thestoiy of th( f-oid The sarranKiits tlio> alreadv 
know 

But into tilts gioat hotist itad conjc nothing o( 
thesi- things. It was the house xif a (ieneral Olficct 
to whom lijcl h«an (onlKhsl, from his fathers time, 
and jK-rhaps nom hirther bark ‘till, the govt in 
niMit ol one ‘lii'ie 

* * * . » « * 

1 (ouid net to-day dwiitio that shon*. so much 
have Time and tin s«*a desuojed it at least 1 could 
not descjil)'* u b\ our known co,ist line, But I fiiay 
put It lints lliai this nobh'^ witt and jurisdiction 
ran liom the beginning of Hie groat wall tliat bounds 
the W^ish, onwaid and southward dowTi Norfolk till 
one came to the nMiuth of the Tltree liivers Here 
wa- a broad e'-tunry virv irie fiom storms and 
guarded at liie entry bv two forts, it is Bfeydon 
Water nnw' Then, on southward, a line of low 
cliffs ran where now evcrj'thmg is covered by the 
sea, until at last <»ne came to a good rii^r-hai bom, 
where, tor centnije® later during the silting w\) ni 
the gravel and tiie sand, men contiiinod to talk of 
the " old town,” the “Aid-borough”—and that is 
Its name to-day. 

In the valley of that stneam, and, as I have said, 
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two miles from the noise of the sea. was built the 
villa • 

U^jfjn that 'March day and evening there was vvrv* 
lit He to disturb the Ijome The ploughing was long 
(»\ei by nightfall 

The roads were safe The lieUls all about them 
woie too populous and too woD gamen'cl to affect 
the fears of any. 

Sacrihee had bet'n ufiered {for lh«‘ day demanded 
it), and things were ready in the darkening house 
and in the quarter of the slaves for the last songs 
and loi sleep 

At their tabic the iu.istei ot tlie idact* and his sons 
ate together; their women ifcith them. The wind 
had fallen \\ith the sun. The pipes hc-ncatli the 
floor so warmed their room that the ah ot a Bntisli 
March entered pleasantly through the smuU round 
Windows, inoiung the eurtains hut sliglitly. and blow¬ 
ing but now, and tlnm upon the wirke that floated 
in their mcllvsl tallow; for'oil was ton dear for 
burning. 

One of the young men Imll eomijlained. and sjud 
that no man could live without oil • he quoted 
1 ireek t*' the purpose 

His broUier, older and more used to the North 
(for the younger had spent all his boyhood in Giiul). 
(quoted another line from the same divine Pof-t, to 
the purpose tliat wine also was necessary to man. 

“ But wine we have ! ” said the younger. 

“ Yes I ” said the older, smiling. “ But no oil I ” 

Their father told the one that he knew nothing of 
the frontiers yet. the older that he was not used to 
tiiem. 



50 THE EYE-WITNESS. 

The wom«x t^ed of old news, and were weary 
to hear any mention of these ^^ds. 'Hie rude tes¬ 
sellated patterns of the floor at tlieir feet and the 
rough textures otfenrlcd them. 

Illuch more were they disgusted at the clumsy 
slaves, some daik, some red, aU uncouth, Christian 
and local, tliat attempted to serve the board. Tlie 
wortien would perpetually have rebuked them but 
that tire master ol the house lorbade all complaint, 
believing his jxiwei on this edge id a mj*8terious sea 
to depend upon nothing less tlian violence. 

tt « » • * « 

,Their ill me<il was ended. Tire women had gone 
to lliPir rooms. The laughter of a local game, 
soldiers’ Latin and German and British dialects all 
mixed, came imni the slaves' buildingx; oft half a 
mile to seaward the small square barracks smt a 
faint echo; whon, gradually, over the cloudy and 
driven '•ky spread a glare that was not f,een at first 
wiiliin the cuitams of the little room, where the 
commander and his two srms still sat at bad wine 
and slow converse. A gust blew up tlie curtain of 
an arch The e> e of the old soljher saw that light 
at once. He rose and said: " They ha\’e ht the 
Beacon I" 

His cider son rose with him. annoyed, but saying 
nothing. 

youngei son openly complained. 

“ If lb till* third time/’ he cried, “ ^nce I am back 
from Gaul tiiat you have come to noUiing wth such 
•signaU! *’ 

Hxs f.itliei was already in the stables and giving 
oVc^ers for the saddling before his words were done. 
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The two lada followed. Tw6 little horses were 
ready for them aiso^ and ii^ey must needs mount: 
it was orders. Th^ one was a fijarrison horse, an 
"Emperor's horse" as theTegimental joke went, 
bred by the State, vicioiis and old : the otlier was a 
finicky African thing that the younger son had won 
at a bet in the circus d Rheims, ajid had brought < 
home for extravagance: he would not ride anothra-. 
He sjxsnt his time as he mounted and rode out of the 
stable yard cursing this sham " duty." 

' On ahead rode his father with one slave. » 
When, in a little while, they had come to the 
barracks, and the General Officer had found the 
little force under light arms, and wilh them a brown 
centurion—ni>t a gentleman, ready, but a little 
alarmed—-the, Gcntjral Officer asked news. He 
could hear no other news than tliat ihe Beacon 
was alight—which he kn?w. The posts were 
stretched for miles along the shore. " Has there 
been news from C aistor ? " " Nothing, sir." " Are 
the three next posts warned ? ” "Yes, sir." "How 
many all told ? "—the centurion would undertake 
no authority beyond his own. " Quite enough, to 
repel, sir." " Well, then," said the man respon¬ 
sible fOT so much more, for the big inland garrison, 
and for all the concentration of that coast, " get 
forward. I wiU come l>€hind along the road." 

The men marched out toward ilie glare of the 
light along the paved way; the Oneral Officer 
and his sons and his slave followed, riding. 

The Beacon appeared enonnous as they neared it. 
it glared 50 ft. above them on its spire of beams 
in its open basket of iron, and its light showed the 
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waste of Ihe bar, aiwi white horsf* for 
some Ualf-imle out to j^'a. No ship of the Pirates 
appMsircd—^bul one must recenfiy ha\‘e born s«ecn 
or the Bciiton would not liave been fired. 

V>ry far off down the a^st. toward the gap 
where lt> now Oifoid Haven, another light bad 
^beg^ln to twinkle, and there was a nearer blara* on 
the Onion. To the north the clift of Southwold 
shone. 

The (.Tenoral,OffiiXT bad<‘ them bring tlie two 
waUhers ol the lieaeon, and wlien they came asked' 
them wliat they had «een. “ Two ships, sir.” “ How 
long ago ” “ One not a minute befote you ranie, 
the othei long since ’’ h.ven as thov stH»ke one (»f 
the men criwl out with a (jerm.aii ery and pointed 
to tlie sea. A long blocK line, very low. lifted 
lorward in a r.irvcd fantastic-lioddtd dragon diaj'M, 
Caine into the b}j/.e of the lleacon and tiled the 
bar. ‘ Slie aiiswc'icd badly , the lumpy seas of 
the bar caught her and bnlfeted h(‘r- sho \eered 
off: but in that inomc'iit the Romans hud sf'on in 
the ruddy light of the Ingli fire above them ten 
shields along her sides and the faces of strange 
men^ 

Tliev w.iitwl alJ night, the Beacons glaring, 
the men eursint.' the futUily of such a guard, the 
ficniTal OffiicT patient .uid silent; sending but 
two posts, one north, one South, to pas^ the news 
along all tlie coast to the Wash one way and to 
the Tliahu'S the oth(;r. 

It was tlio wry cold and sicldy dawn of a late 
day belorc they turned back home. As the light 
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broadened the space of the North Sea was all 
before tliem and nQ| a sail Ipon it. 

The Pirates had <lepartei The General Officer 
rode homeward willi his sons When they had 
got to stables again and the yawning slaves had 
misuddled, the younger vm said to llie elder: 
" Wliat on affair' ’’ 

Hb eyes wcie drawn and \vnnkh‘fl under the 
new d«iy. 

He looked dissipated fiom his one night of 
soldienng. 

The elder son answeted " Fat in i must Thete's 
no promotion without it I-kside^ which, he lie- 
li» VPS in it 

They w<*nt into the heusrand toiind their r«)om. 

" How' nun\ have you taught sinu* last De- 
aininr \eai, when 1 hit foi (mul " said the 
youngti as In turned to sleep. 

“Wtil . one ill a wa\.” ‘ How ‘in a 
way’-'" “Well he got olt, but we took his 
landing-party -two men ’' 

The youngei sfin hiughtd loudly the Gdei k^ss 
lond, but he iaugliod The next dav tlie alarms 
wert‘ over, and Ihov to(*k tl«* roatl to th( grtat 
garrison town on llie C(‘lne tot tht gaiius There 
wtie lions shown and 0110 elephant, but he would 
not hghl. 
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ABoni 4 .>c* \p 

A (IHT m tbosi sticp rfxki whirh Are the 
W ol the Pynnuij where thet fall into 
tin \kdit(irun(cin still (illtd llu Port of 
Vmus although the lii/irli stituc of the god'lebs, 
whuh lull '^tood upon ilu l<iw niarbh qua\ above 
tlj( lulihs^ waUi wa- now Hmt lilU \ears ('ist 
down the yidimii (ould su it ^dinumrui^; in 
uie da^ thf floor of the jKiit Ih.Iow 
f" lilt south of tlwt ha\in upon a lewl stutefli 
of us\ short sioijd 1 liotN whitli had long lui- 
boiirLc) Ihc (hid owner of Du lirlds about ib( 
town Dus lioiw was wide spre.ilinij and low a 
gicat (xteiit of r«l tilts on its flat HKifs s >bfr(d m 
toloui made it look likt a htUt (^tv against the 
intense bjutmv of the sta and it was divided 
tvtr)wlurt into tourls both foi the gentlemen md 
(oi IIk slaves^ and ther< was a court for guests 
also-for such as might eorat hoithwaid b> the 
ro.id from Spain or southwaid fiom Nnho The 
house was ull bmlt of those sniall thin bneks 
wluch the small Koman liand coaid ta^se with 
'mil prtcisuia toward the si.a low (olonnades 
ot (jutiaii stone diversihed a front the windows 
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of which were small ^ched windows lighting the 
private rooms of that dfcightful riweliing. 

Here great woaltli, a sfrong tradition, and an 
iiilieritcd tenatity of characfcr had foi bidden the 
awful legend of the Romdii Slate to fail. Hetc the 
gods, of the dty at least, siill received a somewliat 
weary and halj-disciaininl but punctilious wOTShip; 
and here tlio Symbols of the Family, images which 
had wandered centuries ago from Italy across the 
sea, heard daily and nightly a passionate raviTcnce 
and unfailing j)raycrs. Btil all around the great 
life pf the plain wluch the Canigou overlooks, 
protects and imihes had 4jponcd first to the en¬ 
thusiasm, later to the plain convention, of tiie 
Faith: its ministers were cverywhfcTi' the summit 
of the village life, and tlie ofheiaU in their laicful 
and strict hierarchy bound up with their every act 
an observance of Catholic ritual as a testimony 
to their loyalty and to the pri*sence, in apnit at 
least, of the Sanretl Palace, The Bishop also, 
travelling in great pomp over this garden of the 
Rousillon in the early autumn days, when every¬ 
thing was garnered, but a great heal still hung over 
the land, had brought iiim and his train the full 
majesty ot that eternal society whicli vcTy visildy 
ha<i changed, which none could conceive of as 
ending, and in which the mind of every man. from 
tlie Lothians to the Euphrates, reposed. The 
Empire was Christian. 

Within that great hou«? which still maintained 
the worship of serene though conquensd diities, 
three generations liad watched the advent of new 
things. In the,first it might have seemed that 
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th«^ quaitd lay even, and that this Oriental in- 
(which so many thoDfht a dawn, but a few, 
and those among tshe greatest, the complete decline 
of human things) would retreat before tlie stead¬ 
fast influeno? of the Roman forehead and of Roman 
eyes. In the second generation it was apparfait 
that great weariness had oviTcome the resist¬ 
ance of all who still clung to the institutions of a 
thousand years • they were at argument, or smiling 
upon tliose aroimd. or abandoning ah things in the 
common life except the theatre and the market, or 
more commonly leaning to the official thing and 
accc]>ting the relief of speaking a common tongue 
in a common worship with the peasantry and the 
lonls around. But still this liousrliold stood apart, 
though now its lord of the third generation, already 
old. S.1W rerj' well that the Galilean had conquered. 

He sat with his nephew, to whom caprice had 
given a barbaritin uamo—for such were fashionable 
w'ith the women and often given to their little 
sons -lie sat with his nephew, a young soli^er, 
at evening under his colonnade and watched ihe 
]aiids('ap(^ for t*hc appioach of strangers. The slavejs 
of tlie vineyards wore filing in from the fields, laugh¬ 
ing together, s/ime saluting as they jiasscd; idie 
domestic slaves bad begun the business of the 
night; the laB3j» were trimming, and from within, 
where one of the small kitchens was, could be 
heard the blowing of cliarcoal fires. And as the sky 
darkened and the-first stars just show’ed, a group 
of hof'.emcn were seen far off along the Spanish 
road. 

Tlie nephew asked whether there were not some 
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news as to their habit, whether the officials of the 
town wore to moet tliem, and what rule should be 
given as to the pra\eis and songs when the feast¬ 
ing began. His uncle answeiM! 

“ The guests are not tiom the lulls." He smiled 
gently. " The\ arc (*f geneious blood, from (ierona, 
and they will not maivel at anytliing worthyof a 
Ronvin hous(‘. If any of the company ure disturbed 
they will be found aipong the retinue, and they 
can go and sing their hymns rtiiiong the slaves " 
He still smiled as he added . “ Nor will the oflieials 
sav anything , .md you, if y'ou had lived heie and 
A'cre not so r('Ctiitl> from tlie Avciman Dc-siits, 
would fcn'l no fear ol the way ni wliicli the evniuig 
shall pass." 

The guests anived and the slaves took tlirir 
hfn*.es Uj»on the breasts of two men one ol vliom 
had the Uiois and some of the accoutii’nionts of a 
soldier, hung cnaineJled eiosses A thud, vilh the 
low brow and (pnet eyi'S of the rank tlial g(jv- 
emgi all tJial J.ind, had lound lus dark young haii a 
vpty small rutle of gold j he also betrayed ulurion 
as lu' gteetecl the nol)le who was to entertain liim, 
for he gnvi him the salutation irf Peace in the name 
of the Lord. They intercd m together, and the old 
man, the indster of the house, tailor than the KSt 
and even mtirc hi^'iiiclv m his gait than they, spoke 
of tJio Spanish road and of the vintage, of the news 
from the Noith, and ol what changes had been 
orclcred for the' garii.soii along that shore. 

Wien it was already dark over the sea, they 
rwlined togethoi and ate the feast, crowned with 
leaves in tliat old fasliion which to several of the 
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\oung(?r mep Sfemwl iin affectation of antique 
lluugs, but which all s^Tetly enjoyed because such 
customs had about tlicin, as had the raje statues 
,iik] ihc mosaics and the very i)attcin of the 
a iiA\-our of great cstahlislied wealth and lineage, 
in great established wealth and lineage lay all that 
w.is left of strength to those old gods wliich still 
"hKid garing upon the diaiige of the world. 

'Hit* songs diat were ^ung and th<' chaunted in- 
vocutions had nothing in them but the memories 
ol Home: but the instmments and the dancers were 
tnlerrit(.d by that W giiist who should most have 
(oiiipLiint‘d, and whf>se expHS-^ion and apparel and 
gorgeous ornament and a certain sennit} oi station 
hi lus manner pniX’ed Itiui the head of the Christian 
Piie-'ls ftom Helena. W'lxn the music had ceased 
an<[ the night de('peno(l. thev talked all togt tlior 
as thougli the world had hut one gerieral opinion ; 
the\ l.ilked with gioat lourtcsy ot eoninion things, 
l^ut fiom the slaves’ quart'T*> came the unmistakable 
sing-song of the Cliristun vineyard dan* e and h^n, 
which the labourers sang together with th}thmic 
beating ot hands and customary ciits, and thiough • 
that din arose from time to time tlic lond bass of 
om* (Specially chosen to res-iKind. The master sent 
out word to them in secret to conduct their festival 
less noisil}- and wdth closed doors. Upon the 
couches round the tabic where th(' lords reclined,* 
together, •more than one. especially among the 
younger men, lobked anxiously at their host and 
al tlie Priest next to him. but they saw notliing in 
their expressions bnt a continued courtesy; and 
the talk still moved upon things eomnwh to them 
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all, and still avoidt^d tliat deep dissei^csi which it 
was now useless to laisc because it would so soon 
be gone. 

There came au hour when all but one ceased 
suddenly Irom wine. that one, who still continued 
to drink as he saw lit. was the host. He knew the 
reason of their ab-tention, ho had heard the 
trumpet in the harbour that loM the hour and pro 
claimed the last and vigil, and he felt, as all did, 
that at last the figure and the presence of whuh 
none would speak—the figure and the pie'*ciH'e of 
the Faith--had entered that rOom in spite ol its 
dignity and its high leseive 

For some little time, now talking of tliose gioat 
poets who were a glory to them ail, and whose veise 
was ejuite lemoveil from the‘.e newer tluug^. the t»ld 
man still sipped liis wine and looked round at tlie 
others whose fast had llm» l>egun He looked .it 
them with an e\pie®sion ot seventy m whicli Hit re 
Was some cJiaJleugc, but which was Ui loo discldn- 
ful 4 o K* insolent, and as he so looked the comjiany 
gradually departed. 

The Puest Inst rose Hjs h«st led him to the 
porch wdtli ceteniony, .summoning all tliose domes¬ 
tics whoso duty it was to stand present on all 
occasions of' official honour; then he came back 
and found his nephew alone. One lamp was ikt- 
mitteci to remain, and by its light the oM man 
que«-lioned Ins sister’s son, asking lum jvhethei it 
was by courtesy or by fear or for what rce^n that 
he also, at the sounding of the hour from the harbour 
trumpet, had put aside his cup. 

The youug man was embarrassed and he blushed. 

r 
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He swore that he had done nf)thiiig foolish, nor 
rvt'n gone to Ihoir ceremonies in public, and most 
oinphatirally did he assure tlie man from whom he 
was to inherit everything that ho had touched none 
of their sacraments; but one must do as others did, 
and in the raiment it was not tolerublc to break 
wUii universal custom. His uncle did not press him 
nor answer him at ail; he nodded and he gently 
sigfiid : then he led the way to a niche wh(jre stood 
those rude family images, centunes and centuries 
old Together they paid the accustomed worship, 
and then they also parted to sleep. 

But the old man m the darkiuss of his little j^m, 
thiough the OfHjn aich of which fame the slight 
noise of the sea against the wall bilow, lay sleepless 
many hours, liis head upon his h.iiul remembering 
all ih.it lus giodt leaining told him of the jiast and 
oJ the gicatness of the past, and d(‘(('imng, as men 
.uc< fU deatjj, the end 0} 41IJ that had lent liiimanily 
to his world. 'Phtn, as dn'wnm-'is i.ime ujxtn him, 
111' munmlfi'd b himH'lf the liigli ceise which for 
now so many hundred yeare had conifoited fhe. 
Konian soul and ^ivon it dignity m the face of 
rlissolution. 

Next morning, with the fii-jt light c»f day, fhe 
1 evanter rf»sc. The sky was low and grey tvith 
Iniirying chmds, and an angry sea burst and smoked 
against the walls of his room. 
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ABOUT 7 fK> A 0 . 

]q thf* lattw part ot the nfth (cntiirv (towaid<> 500 \ d) 
th( n\iliw5d p«iits of 'ft'(stern luiopi weif* nverrua by 
tma^iliseU or halt civih'H'd fnbr bora kv I'd thr fton- 
Ijei'. of th#* Rcariau Umpu< rh«r nomber^ were not 
KK at but the cUstuttwice si.fhced tf> upset the b danre 
of social ordel 4nd<vex>tljn?rtl(<dyed No piUt siifieied 
imno than Bnfam, whtn tjie sisaRtP fi >m ScjtUnd and 
uicoiith piratM fiora thi Nmh Sci laned with hilf* 
Mihduid tuks in tbtpio\i 4 cc to pilhgf and luin 
sof»t\ pji over 4 butuluti seats the anonhv surii 
that Britain d^ap^*caI'^ ft iiu hi loii s mie fess of the 
p< It totms were not onB ^dekertlmt irluilK di Iretved, 
and among tbe>e appe IT tohavt Ixen \nd(ii(Li a giru 
son »nd port upon the ?ite ut IVsrraes in Suss* \ In the 
Mc uid half I i the 'ixth t uluu (a bundled >ujs laUt) 
ikff wassejJueDunf f in ictjouaflu ail tlu^ mirehv 
till Roman armies leoigdiiiseel \frira md the R «inafi re- 
|jl,icjfi anj envilisrefum it intend Biitiin nith bt Augus* 
tme Se)me parts howevn, were inglittid, uid mme 
tniiie than theSusvx Ma-lirMid \sliirh didxeii prt bick 
tk and the 1 stin Oid**i till i hundied vcais attei 
Kent mdlc^idi>n 

I I H ‘!up]y>a allreek frim t oust mtmopli 01 New 
R ime, which wa*< tku the "eat of ritipJ-e and highly 
cuilised, visiting bus'oc )ust jllei the hr"l feeble re- 
fstttbli bnwnt of tin Roman leJipisi the’e He pies 
down lh< Stdiic 'stuct from londni t> Chiehesuri and 
thPTi, svilh letteii Irom thi Bl-hop of SfKe\, he goes 
4 dong the sr a plain to Uie moutli of the t)»"e, where he 
takes ,i kut fouud B «liy He id to Piveii‘-e> 
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AaOUT 700 A.D. 

Y OU know, Kiccphorus, ihal then' has existed 
in our iamiiy ai great cunosity with to 
the letters o{ the Bishop, our vmceslor, and even 
much reverence, for them. Foi when lie was ap¬ 
pointed by the Divine Thtwlosius to the Stve of 
Andmda he pcriietually sent Iiis Holt's imd ius 
observations upon the {artlu'st places of the Wt'St 
to those membtm> of his family Who preserved nur 
ardijves; and in this he did but follow Uie example 
of the aiirienfs, ofhceis of tlio Palace, generals, and 
even bishops like himself, whose custom it was, as 
tht'v (hanged their seat in the Roman ohedionce, 
to write upon the* climate and the habits of the 
various provina*s and tnixs that they might meet. 

This he did, and what he sent has boon (jiousdy 
preserved; but its meaning is tenfold greater to 
mo now that I have seen with my nwii eyes tlic 
places of which he wrote, their present condition, 
and the evidence both of the grandeur which he 
enjoyed and of the d(slruclion which he did not 
live to see. 

You must know, then, that during the negotia¬ 
tions (with which I,was entrusted) between the 
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Satred Palace and Ihe Pi°hop nf Romf. 1 Iicaid from 
some about the Couit of thi Wesbrn Patmii'Jj, 
that one of those Missions in uhich he too hii-ily 
intetesti himself with the JTovmccs ol thi Wtst 
was about to staif (oi Putain. aud thoiijsijh (I fell 
you privately) su».h a'-'-iunption ol authoiily wa 
pdious to me vet I w.i ceitain tlial tlic voyaije pro 
posed ivonhl bi at onic us^'ful loi my own infoima 
tion and loi lh.it of th' I)i\me Einjxroi, who is 
teaV’k'ss. in his vi{;ilante over ivtn the rao-t lemotc 
districts ot the world Nor did my constnt to at 
company the Roman iloitjv aiid offici.\l- ffne offenn , 
6 .S I am told, t(< the Sat ml Palace it-'df, llioui;di il 
nwy have lousirl tin rarUinp of some of thtise 
tongues that art, alwai'* leadi to defame an absent 
man , but mv rtMuin will eslahUsii both tlu nioti\( 
of my jounK'vand the vahit td the step I luvt* takfii 

I pioceeded Iherehne, m suih cpmpanv tluougli 
the Province and fhrougli the (lauls luarnig tin 
settlemc-nt of vanous duputis .uid oliM'rviiig the 
manners bulli oi tht Romans and of Ihc Barbanan-.. 
until I caim to that Bonoma fiom which tin Jhvitie 
Ca-sar, thougJi vet a Pag.in. hajl fn vt sailed lot the 
Island of Britain, and f w'as induni cuiioiis 
as 1 .ipproatlied the white toad wli.it 1 sliould find 
in this plan, where il was said that all aits were htst, 
and wlienc(‘ eprtaiiily tmt little news has come to us 
for now two hundred vears. 

Those who aicompinied us upon the l>oa 1 b. or 
rather some nl them, w’cre already familiar with 
Britain, but so doubtful is the.learning ol the West 
that they could not understand the eagertiws with 
wlueh 1 wob approaching the ruins of this province. 
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I ^vill not delay you with any long description of 
tht Uiilts we made at ^aiilerbury and Kc)chcster 
and L(jnd<m, whoro aito thi(v>' new bishoprics, of 
three cities all b^ubtini, but the last indeed the le<i8t 
ImiImik of the three, foi in I.ondon one might still 
bclu VO, b} cerlam of the statues anil biiildmgs lound 
one, and by the apjiuu.iiue of (omniene m the 
gu’df nvei, that the betlei tiiui had returned. Nor 
will I weai^’ you with any dosinption whatever of 
lli( I dtin iites, of the of Icons (even in the 
anaihst diapeJs) and of Hu ceititude all those 
}KOple aic in U|>on matters wliu h wt of New Rome 
i now to l>p'ovei-fuU of dispute I)Ut 1 will at once 
pioceal to tell vou how I went -rfiutli to iisit tl»»be 
slioKs with whuh the mini o\ om family is con- 
iiedi 1 Tlierc are se^r^al txcUleut loads of a 
niilit iij ‘■ort fiom London to the neaiest sliores of 
Hh soa, and one t',p(ciailY whuli one would swear 
had boine olduis but \e-liTdav so pcifect does 
it still remain, though the ebunp dunab of these 
{)?i>Mn(es (which iu under the shade of the nnrlhi'm 
night and fire at tlu vuv limit of the world) has 
covered diem walb nioss and luhtn Ibo emliank- 
nient is vciv jiei^eet, and oven lu the niaishy 
clo>slnf,^ ot the iiveis tJuie luis b<en no dcstiuction 
of the way woiso than what nuu 1 k' s^cai in the less 
foitunatc r«.rts ot Italy itsidf So in but two days 
I readu'd tlie town of Rt^ium wdh h tteu piovided 
foj me from Rome to the Hisliop of tJiat place. 

As to the shajH’ of tills last it may be briefly told- 
Ils walls i»tdl surround it and the PaUco yet stands 
iliough in place* bin Lem d b\ tue Some also of 
tlie smaller houses preserve tlie order with wliich 
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we are familiar, but it would moke you laugh to 
scjO who mlialnt such great relics and weep to 
observe how luudi wthin tiie walls, especially n^ar 
the Eastern Gate, hofi crumbled into decay; for often 
where an altar or a temple or a portico once stood 
tJiw< arc notlung but hummocks of ground with 
coarse grass and sUgnanr pools, and here and 
thcic A fragment ol a pilhu or <t cut stone, or, what 
is still mon ritlietilous in .jpjiearance, a rude hut' 
pih'd up 0^ wh.it was once the masonry of a nch 
iiouse ; iidv, 1 ha\c seen (Ircek work and statuary 
mwtared uj between rough rubble by these bar- 
banans and the body ol Athene lying crosswise as 
a imtti tin the i ibni of one f*f these dogs. 

Tilt* p('o]>le in the town speak all a welter of 
baib.iiK dialects . there b not a word of Greek in 
the place; and .is lor Latin, you hear it only in 
dogradevl uoids .among tlie f»opulare • never fully 
H]>oken sjve bv eh'ucs or in tlic iitej> of the altar, or 
again in <a sort of imomprihenslblo sing song when 
some otficfT ol the biUbanaiis is compelled to rfod 
a deftl <*r to plead in a pnest’s court—for m these 
rude pl.iuw it j> neitlur a dishonour nor perhaps a 
bad thing tli.it the lan priiMs have }uns<lietion. 

WiU, then. 1 pioiee(h*fl vmir few niil(‘s to see the 
Bishop lutiisell, if»r it is niiothfa' of tlnir uucoutli 
tneks lh<>t tiiey will put the Bishop's n'sideucc m 
an outl'/ing viikiae nt ighbouring the town. Hus man 
rcti'ivtfd im- kindly and even with honour, respect¬ 
ing Hie name ot the Dii'ino Emperor and the glory 
of the city. He is unmarried and professes that 
a PHI'S! IS bv natuio a soit of monk, .so tliat none 
of his Ordfr siiould be wedded or even espoused. 



THE BAICBARIANS 71 

though on thi-a there is, I kno% a dispute tliroughout 
the piovinces of the West morwi'cr lie wo\ild admit 
a widower. 1 desired of Jum an es<oir (since I 
knew lum more cajubh ol giving it than would be 
the kinglet of thisc hilf human sivig(^) siving 
that It was mv intention to visit Audt nda, ol whjth 
our anttstor had been the Ihshop In tins state¬ 
ment he shower] a hitly inlcnst ]>ioinisid .ill aid, 
and askwi me b\ v\hn h vvav I would go lor theie 
are thucw, iitlwr ihnigtht plain of tlw toast or 
again along a desiTtnl i.uigc if lulls wl.uh runs all 
tlirougli that ronntiv 01 aeain inland to the north 
of tlif'i Imcs along tlw Inngr ol a toust Jt would 
Ik diltioull to sav wUnh p<\\c llu grcalrr inron- 
N’l'meiire 01 d.mgiT hut 1 dttuhd upon lus advice, 
to h*llnw the jjlain until lla last h ul»>ui, and thence 
to tun some tliiily starUa b\ h i till 1 should tt.ich 
Andrndd TIjs I rbd, g«inf; thioiudi the most e\ 
traoiduiarv sighN imigtnahh toi hiu we* a vast 
and hrtile pLim, not mcompar dde to -orni tint he 
between the mountims and the TgeinSei vet not 
a vmo-btock to N' seen nor I uclH avvtll built v‘all. 
Here and tbeie wasio rough hdd »)t i\t and still nore 
rarcl\ wheat, though tbit ill (ultnatid and grissy. 
The road we followed had not hc^n nuinrjuud (for 
it had nevei been of military use) and vvis the most 
siiaimful hotchpotch ol good, hard, uiivnt work, 
of ruts, and m places of nolUmg at ill, and tlie thief 
danger was at tin crossing of the nvi'rs All the old 
bndgeb have long ago liroktii dowm, .md through 
one of the rivers, as though it were a m<itter ol 
course, out I'seort fought ils wov against the 
wietched peasants of the fuitlier bank. Thebe 
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claimed some sort of loll or cuslomi wliicli certainly 
we would hot pay them ; and to refuse payment niv 
escort gave a very extraordinary reason, not l!x<it we 
were human beings, but that we wore " Bishop’s 
mtai." I tell you the tilings as they happened, even 
those which will be inconiprchcnsiblo to yon. We 
came, then, afttr three or lour days to the liarbour, 
wliere again wo claimed a slap by rigiit of some 
divinity which is hero supjioscd to inhabit thef clergy 
(as, though they were Prefects, or of the Sacred 
Palace), and in the ship, after two hours sailing past 
a high head of white earth, we rounded into the 
harbour of ,\iiderida 

If what I hnd hitherto seen was desolation, here 
was something tar worse. For the site of the town, 
lying an it does between tlic sea and a great dai k 
wood, of vast extent, luis afforded but littU; opp<jr- 
tunity to the barbarians, and the place, once sacked, 
was abaniloned. You have seen one or two cities, 
poriiaps, wliicli have sutifTcd from a fire, and you 
will remember fiom the arcliives of our family tJiat 
letter wliich oiir mother’s grandfather OTote when 
he was marching with Bolisarius, describing to u.s 
Timagaudi of tlic Nomads, where it stood deserted 
on the edge of the dt.'sert. A mixture of these two 
was all of what had iM'cn Andi'rida. 'Phe strong city 
Widls r>{ Slone and brick Still stand, but within them 
is nothing but a mass of house-walls all charred by 
hre. Ftw of those ruins ex<'eed the lieighf of a man: 
all th(.‘ columns save one (botli tliosc of the Colon¬ 
nade along the Harbour and those of the Basilica) 
He prone. Tlds one which still stands was a s\ip- 
^wt'er of the Temple of Jdve. It is of a foreign 
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stone, carved in the manner of an early time, and 
appears, I must say, like a tiring unnatural in the 
midst of tins desolation. Tlie votive tablets have 
not been touched by the b.ubarians, but all uiicon- 
secratod metal hits been stolen long h^o, saving the 
strong iron mooring-rings along the quay, 'fhere is 
not a sign in the place of hnnr.an Ix'ings or of oxen; 
one does not hear the falling of water, and I found 
nothing more full of silence in this silent place than 
a f(*untain made, as is cusbauary. in tli'* shape of a 
dolphin, but pouring forth no watei. for it was 
choked up with earth and dry. 0\cTliead the 
plovers, which are innuimralile in the marshes be¬ 
hind the harbour, cojitiminlly scream. The shaggy 
natives, who in all tlu.s district number, pitrliaps, but 
thirty liouseholds l)etween the great wood and the 
sea (though 1 am told that in rhe wood there are 
burners of charcoal and cveji a few rough workers 
of iron), liave a dri^ad of the niius. in which, as they 
maintain, are often seen apparitions and demons. 
Tivey have built their huts outside the western wall, 
and have had tlie place consecrated, 1 know not how 
often, by tlie priests, who are here. asV.veryw'here 
upon this coast, ,*smx;rstitiously revered. These 
savages came about in a group, not daring to enter 
the city, but standing at the gate and gazing at my 
dross, especially at the silken parts, with a kind of 
stupid awe like cliildren. Soi||e of them spoke, I 
am told, in the CeJtic and some in the Teutonic 
method, but; I had neither the patience nor the 
ability to d)sting\iiph tlv.’se jargoas. Their move¬ 
ments were stow, their bodies ill-fed, and the ex¬ 
pression of their eyes was very uninteUigent, also 
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they bad a habit of sitting at nightfall ronnd a sort 
of central fire crooning dolefully in tlieh hanilet, 
which was very disagreeable to us in our tents. 

After two days of tins (and tliey were long 
enough) raorcftlian one 0/ our escort complied of 
fever; and as I know such deserted places to be 
particularly dangerous in that regard, I determined 
W .embfirk, cbiriering, for what seemed to the 
owner a fortune, a small boat—the largest of setme 
half-dozen which stood beached iii spite of the 
excellent harbour near by. 

Tlie barbarian in his ignorance and timidity was 
for running along the coast until he could see Gaul; 
but I, would have nothing of this, and,bade him 
steer boldly across, which he did. and we made the 


mouth of the principal river of Gaul, and so passed 
tlirough regions declined indeed but acquainted 
with wine and with tl)p order of the Sacred l^alace 


and jrosspssed of passable roads, until we had come 
doym to Massilia, whore again (though it will 
seem to you to b#* a sort of end of the world) it 
seemed to me home; hearing, accent or no accent, 
the Greek tongue and finding in«;n of a human kind. 

Thence T send you thi?se, with, gffsetings to Theo¬ 
dora, to Jastin, and to the rest, and I shall be with 
you. if the All Holy the Mother of God is faviour- 
abk, but a week or so'after you sliall have read 
this letter. 
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AUf.ITSl IS, 77K A D. 

TJip Motwmnurluns luMiif; c«inqmjfcl Spim (.hirJf* 
inA!?ni, the p(dh t runtlm )i Uk ik 4 ot niii>liJu 
lamjlifi, oo'ilJ (i) no timu liwn u>ufdju tin in In 1» lUlui^ 
the V4U<»y d the U)io, a-< »! )u onoUuj fn iitni iit ruu* 
tiollecl the eiiiuiii'b of IwUiu^v by lujidmn ibt ValJev of 
the >]!'< 

fifctnnijiig u» Oinl lo wayoftht konun jojd and pd«s 
(tUi friitft WnniPUs) fiom 1 tamp let m the Spniisb 
March, hjs iwi-guud unhi K lanii niMwlimd 
b\ the Jouunt.111 i(t>- m the Tiild4 oi liu' 1 mcikis liitv 
d)i>abtei gave to the noblest of Chii^tuu tpic. 
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AlKrU-l Ij, 77S U). 

Army li.itl runn thnn days ovor tlie ridges 
I i)( till' liTlli fi]li t *fli ip!;iin ili.ni the last, 
followinR tiiei'ieat Koi.-n mad lhal led utstuard 
to l’aiiJi«Iuiia All 11 k main ImhK liid pa^s<d long 
bof'iu' liom Its icpiilM on tin H>u‘ and tins, tlie 
UMi f-nard, vva- tliM inii«. iii luif'lb, not 
mon ; itw.shuivih nnpiNiul witli waHgnns, some 
few ot thn in her nnn that lad laiku ‘ifl. were 
caniM m litteis, and tlion^h lln' u.i\ wa-* still hard 
and good, centunns of iisij;o had \u al* 1 ned it cs]K’ri- 
allv at tlio base «1 njih out and ihi\\( ro placts 
wlioit' it fadi^'l altoydli'T, ‘‘link into «' nJa^ll or 
ciossluf,' an m/ovrwlvif* t],( '‘piiu}’ fuiihcts of 
thice Imndrt'd veais Ind brokon tlu' hndgo and 
swept away the Talus. 

At surli places tlieie was nu mOnity ot 

troulde-iaits licld bad. In liand, li(jrs{< straining 
toprevetK thenish ot 1 iu‘ wngld Inland them, <on- 
ted noises and aiguments and Idows 'So they 
went slowly oij Tiny wen' luavily ladt'n with the 
spoils o( (ities, wil‘li tlk Ibot of llic eueniit'S of the 
Faith, and with th^t heavy armament wlucli was 



7 S the EYE-'WiTNESS.- . 

so ill suited to the South. .For very many were 
oivdred to the knees with strong leather coats on 
-wluch great rings of rnctal interlaced made a com¬ 
plete web, and others had scales of iron overlapping 
as the scales of a fish overlap. And ail the mounted 
men carried, si ung to their saddles beside incongruotus 
bpndles of booty, thc-ir little steel caps and their 
great battle-axes, and some of the highest rank were 
further encumbered with a mighty elephant’s tusk 
curiously carved, •which they could wind like a horn 
, to summon their followers. 

It was perhaps midday when tliey came upon a 
vast open plain sloping gently towards the sun, and 
here tlie road they had been following came in at 
right-angles ijp<jn another and a larger road; the 
main road from Burgos and the south. This w'as the 
road that went straight across the Imus Pyren«?us, 
the pass into Claul; it was the road which, with its 
brother road, the Summus Pyrenreus, four marches 
to the east, formed the sole gates of Pyrenees. 
They halted for the midday meal, but they did not 
halt f<jr long. It was their business to pre^ forward 
out of this h^^rd Iberian land. The light cavalry of 
the Emirs hung all round, white flashes of riding 
men well out of bow shot on their little desert.hcrsi's, 
with here and there the blazing red cloaJc of a Sheik 
or the shining of a steel-linked coal among them. 
The leaders of the Christians knew that .by acd- 
deiit and another since they had ridden but pi the 
gate ot 'Phmpeltma the rate of marching' had been 
hindered, and tliat the main body was now far 
ahead, over on tlie French side of the paw., The 
gqp between this rear-guard |nd the bulk of the 
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llmpcior's forc<‘S was too wide lor safety, and, thoug:b 
J hcv Itad marched nndei such a sun lor so long:, they 
weu' ordered, in spite of grumbling and stmie short 
mulinics, t(» press stniight <m. 

Tin* plflui through which ihe\' hurried .northward 
sloped, as ! SLV, sJipiiily to tho sun. Ii wos like a 
gJaiis, tlie rampart of winch was the mtcmnniibie 
line (»f pu*cipit()u>. vliilo rlifls wlurh marked the 
crest ol the Pyrenees. These dills were uf lime¬ 
stone : t))e sun slione on them lull, and above them 
the sky w?is intensely blue Pur nnlis and miles 
away to the light they streliln’d mieiminablv until 
they were lost in the pci«*jicctive as one loses a wall 
of great length standing stiaight along a h‘\'« 1 , Just 
iHjforo the army, in the lew nitle-> hetwitn it and the 
range, a noble great witod ol hei“dj <uvl ol oaks 
spri-ud as though it had been pt»un‘d out ni a flood 
over the sloping landscap**. Alx>vo tiu'se trees again 
a little grasSy col made a notch U])on the sbvUne a 
little lower than the wliite mountain dills on either 
side. This col was Koncesvalles; and acn^ss tlie 
green of it could most dearly ho ';i*en climbing up 
under the sunlight 4 be ribbon f>f the load 

The tillages threugh wliich tlioj' passed were de- 
s<‘rted (for the Basques wore almost as much theu' 
enemirs,a» the Mohammedans wore); they had for 
food and for drink nothmg but whnt they carried; 
they were exhausti'd when the last ascent began. 
It was ^-ery soon surmount<*(l; it was but a few hun¬ 
dred feet of easy meadow and the climb wzs the 
easier because lha troops could here dejiloy, the 
column was shortened, and the dusl which add(x 3 so^ 
much to their wcariiless was laid. It was cooler fur 
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thfc hfiRht ind tbt ni novi in (ii)] itUmofii \v(s 
railloMei *111(1 1< js d ui ( nm-. A (hj})(l wlndi llri 
RayiucH would iw stooii ui! tin luiislit lx foil li m 
and mIku t)i<\ u<kIk I Ou t » ) ffl|)(U Mddli rlu 
Ua{l(i> iw om ( I In i, lit--wliust uiidinvinii 
sljinul Uis t)j« It (HI fi’uslojs aid 1 pti tin 
(>louou‘- iid\«iiUi» - Kuliij U lK( u< (Is 
jrrnii 

Hu( w t'- 1 piolision I all iimiuii, (i» id n >m}i 
thoUMiuls ■( li»i siin' '•}u,i imo ilif* Mill .md 
slowU wi'jtiMf It jd(‘ 111 \ Ian lu iWfi\ it tin 
oixiiiTiL 111 u in i'k nil t\ < ist iin in tli* V lm«d 
tnoiitli of tin. li )Is lU Mill! ( t in T int^ wt itli( j 
li^ lb (ii"! m I I III-- )lii\ Wilt oni oi Ih find 
llxuin iiUid I'iO w 1 111 'If hi ot Jinix llnd 
[on sts (li Tli< d tb( siiisriftln nvim ind liu jdcjs- 
Aiit -oiindfl witn n »t dqitl •• K.todlb n it'uni 
toljiiil till JI c J( I t *1 ainniji llidii dt'criid )i 
imi^’ini d tlm 11 \ d' (tjmI ujv n tin \(f^ distant 
iand-fap tin win lux bia oi tli< n im drin> that 
followed rti ihni «n< U w but .t l(w indf-- 
on to tin C I til it ‘*t )<>1 n tiK fust toituitd and 
sicnn sti(ip.h)Ii «f < luntdioovi \,hKh would n- 
(.*iM llitir iftM UK id\(nLui( ut tlu i ud into Uk 
lost 1 in 1 ind the d aninion oi M diound 

Kolmd of ib« Mi tht'. who bid with Ijim iwo 
loinpnuniis md i iiftli ^iiiad oi itrvinlb had 
ndden njiidlv bitoK llw lest juitlv to h'fJbp in 
OIK Ml w ib( intun of tlu k; d upon tin* do\vn 
Wald '•lU jintU for in w\i of on ofUCtionaU 
and dll nuin^ bind - to ‘-fi . tin b^^t of iiU the mny 
Ji< n nun mill d iIk luld of binawn again and 
(hiibtnn hnd nic\ >aa hhn upon his heavy 
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hmsi igiinsl the sliv thc^ <.hnibed iIk pasb 
hi’iind lum Ik witched Uu v dhs in ikinr 
In Ilut ]>ioioiind ruin* tlun m i*- no noise at 
ill the niimiuf ol thi tinmt in Mu foicst 

l)(I)\ flit \v ilk wtu \(r> ti p I)'-taji tlul in 
)ihn ^ tile liaehtut' hiU lot th ij hoU md hnl 
iilhn tIeiMii (he pnujuten < iitli tnd junh'idi 
il >iig till hi lit \)i til i(*'}t)pi uintihe taul RohiTui 
louM sc It (le iih I.isl iliiH st Ilf 3/ont i), feihiif, 
il' Wit ilonj. til sUl t anitoiii ol ihi putijme 
hiu md tluu Mill sn{ |>irta l\ tin Inui iiuisonn 
voiK of Konii Tluu phin »n, 't ((ih in 
lo tlu foot of tiu wMiIf white it w c }i t Ixm ilh 
the trc*e,s IIki mi tin Hem of ilie dtiih ]hj 
I niJv three uuhs i.f niiohi'i^’ IxKw linn it pi'.se 1 
throUf,!! a naiiow pi i e vehiic stffpi lel'-lcMil in 
on tithe j >jdi \f> inei d nieel iipc n tin m nin 

I iiii> thi’e w u» inoa er^ it ill let i 

mmiunt the romnnndci ^oniui I wlieilui a Ibnh- 
inp jwtt\ em5,ht not to l> '•mu denif, (he lulge' to 
Moure. the iiiatii both [torn ih dt mpt in anotlKi 
moineut he had san flat tlu pi in wm II Inl \ 
the' \cdUv dee jx'ntfiall i onnminKalu'ii li(l\si(n the 
nelpe' and Ibc iodd> ba mu lueie eiiliunit mmh Jii 
but a ftw hviiidjcl vinl it ba mu nnpi uiu ibli 
iJlogclhei even feu a Inndfnl <»t mi 1 Ttuel men Ht 
was determined to iisK the uuef 
lie wlufiled hts lien t louud ujkuj that little efhi 
ncni r he and )a«. annpmions iml ‘-taifd tlieie' 
'■(eicksUli while the iemg turn ed men ind horses 
.ind wlictls and the huge, hih'^tr mel tlie beasts 
of bniden hleti weaiily lie walvlied in silena 
witlioul commands (Si haste or feai, but with an 
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increasing anxietv, tlie declining of the sim over Uic 
plains of Navarre, as the force defiled, thfn Jie 
caihe on belnnd tliem, from which post he could best 
observe on the falling momitain road the whole of 
his command 

He had not >>0 rifH«-n a mile when those lonely 
hills fcH'gan to have an uneasy and a dreadful life; 
it wa** -ill imt I'venmg. yet one »ould still ileaily 
distinguish ih< bouldeis an<l tin* hushes iipitii ihe 
higher sweeps of gras-, and rfxk. and it scviued that 
fiist one hush .iinl thin anoihot moved; but ther’e 
was no ghnt of Mi-'l, theie wire no ones, iheie wus 
no sign of that vvhitr ‘«ignal of danger which a scout 
may catcli at almost anv rangfe-the face of a man. 
Neverthek'ss as tlie darkness gathered it was cer- 
tam and mori* cerium that the deep shadow's were 
peopled, and that the foiest it'-elf into which the 
head oi the cohmm li.id now plunged was alive. 

It wa** not yet quite night when suddenly a great 
bouMt'x leapt fioni the limestone ridge far. far above 
tlic load, hounded doivn step u^ion sK’p of the ravine 
wall, and a-, it tliiindered ravi'ajed, tiny in the dis¬ 
tance oi the upper air, a grou|>eol wild men whose 
cTies wen. now' aiiswt red iminedjutely on every side. 
The underwood awoke ; herro rushes from above and 
below broke the line at one point and another and 
another. The Cluvalry in the rear, gaUfiffing and 
prbs&ing through their own men, could do nothing 
■ to rescue, and behind them also the clansmen poun^ 
ill. As th(' first stars came out alxive the gorge, a 
steady carnage liad bi^n. 

« X » « # « 

Long befoie the dawn the inhuman noise of that 
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forest ebbed mto silence and was done. The Basques 
slepi by fires undislfcrbed, and every man of the 
gnat Gaulish host* their enemy, was dead Then 
tor days and days the {{old and the steel, the 
weapons and the horses, the worked tirabci, and the 
ivory and the lovely gdiis—all thi arts of Chiisten* 
doni—laboriously lound wav up uriv mountain 
paths into the sei let pl.tus oi Th< Pyunees. 
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Alidl’l /So \D 


I oki cuih lUinshnin 
th( II Mil i (uu u i nil ii i it lu wvtsi 

tim IIV ciiltd tiidtl I I fi II n (’ Ik 
SuiidiUdviiimti (d iji I ii,m 1 V l-miKdiiis 
and Ifitd rn n(,l nwl-. fV v 1 i i fii 1 sli 
il ThtinerRj Mi {huMIj h M ii nilin hmih 
«hich cullumud in thul mt fl (' 1 lln h i d, 
butaltird^arkiiniut dlulliiifl u i\((l i k ludh 
tl(niP\Pr mditii ixi^va bnd’ j\ 11 lli tmuiiu 

t Allri’d iiul the (luul ot 1 n n 11 in i i in hd 

vuiH tlK (list atliW 

[ill UifliMn Ml parUudii bid MbMiniintif 
K niiiii Imd iiluilii 1 \i M iiMh 1 '• in 

Sjunn )i i)> ‘‘nndjni lui pii li u IMtmi In 
whit Ittai 1 p hjiit 111 Mil lilt tid bill 




THE DANISH BOAT 

ABOUT 7S0 A D. 

F or now three nights, three clavs and the mom- 
iTjg of li (fluith they had gon< (dsih over the 
](‘ng but broken seas undei the \\ind ( died hagei. 
which blew fiom the noitheasl of tlu woild, and 
had in it at once the vigour of the Aictie and the 
soul ol the Rcnthem things which it was seeking 
Their boat was long broid and ^hillow It was 
shallower e\(« than most ot the boals thil stood 
all winter long lined up ni slieds ah(i\p lugli-watcr 
mark u]v>n the Noleinn shores of tlie I loid for so 
the New Builder chose to build ships, though against 
him thcie were in the tube thru opjioncnts the 
IViest who saw a ^urse ui all outlandish things; 
the owner of the ^tuiJe who did not tksin his slup 
to be suipassed, ind the Tld»r who wa gentle, 
and was evidently descended fiom the gods, he 
spoke in geneul for the village when he said tliat a 
veiy flat boat was a folly 
Nevertheless, Hiaf, whom they called the Ugly 
(l)pcause in youth he had been ugly) liad lus new 
slup built very broad m the beam and ven’ shallow, 
though a tiifle longer than tiny other, and he had 
it so built because tlie New Builder desired it so, 

I I 
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and he follo>vecl the New Builder for this reason, 
that liic Now Builder's father had been his fathi r's 
slave. 

They h.td found him so irozon in tht* forest upon 
the hitls abo\e tlit h|()id that ho hdtl forgotten his 
name and thoj)l.i'« from which ho canie. Thoyheui 
br<nij>;hi him down t<i llu liall and tvmtinually iod 
him, wanuid Imii, <'nd dimikon Jnm. until ho was a 
man .1^^111. uIkkuixhi ho hoc aim- /most joyiullv io 
hinibcll and mo.t iijituialh) tho slave of those who 
had Slicetinrtd hmi, .md o-^prcially of their duel. 
Mraf bold, the (.itlnr of Jliai ilu Ufilv. 'lliis 
fiOiien :n.m, who had Jor-sotlni all IhiufT*, w.isa jpi -d 
worki r m v\<>i>d, md 'i.iving mairiod wifliout ntos a 
lower wi/nuiO oi tljo )ii u 0, had by hci an only son, a 
rlnkl who /Ti w it/ )>•' called the New Huildor, witii 
whom Hiiif tlio I ;.,lv m lii' cliildhotid phiyed. Full 
ol such uKiiioi.i's and secured l>^■ the saerrdness oi 
his gaith wliiiji (as ol a ju^ht was. to tlie son d a 
vjlla^t-fomirlt'n fiad yi ft upon the waterside, he 
had inidt Jih ship ficelv, with Munflee to what god 
he t'iiose out of tht t^n god-,, and uix>n what lines 
bust plt.iM'd him ; ami ho had^allowed the lines to 
be made i/ut b\ th< Now RmMa^, w^om many hated 
and all .uhnued llio New Thiildor’s cyt>s had a 
slope to thtni, md ihere wi*ie those who said that 
li>‘ was of the hiootl of those Jiltle devils who lived 
beyond thf high hills 

Now. the Nmv Buililer was new enough in all 
nonsci'-nce, but hi.i lioit wa,s vTong, and Hiaf tame 
to know it wh' 11 ui tin-, fust voyage she behaved so 
oddlyin Ironl of tlie wind. Fot .she burial her bows 
and slw yawed, and wliencver a puff of wind caught 
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hei shntvnH ‘•ht piiUtx} so alxinuua blv at tin h^lm 
that ttto iiKn lw<l U» Iv set to i mi ii, and 

ev- n so Jt kii kp(l iikI slinyf,'!* d hi ( \ tlanf; tli it was 
ahvi ; sotnat ahativtr/iuM win set ni tJu'w itche-j 
oni of lhfs< tMo oi iy)th tu i)l\ ujind lh(‘ 

N<w Builder who would '(i • i>iji uikhi *]h >itofkj 
but did not hiow liow \u UKxli 1 u fririie 
Meanwlule il! d*\ tiiM riu Ik/ in tho 

fioitli-east wind cillid 1 Hun w i" no ram 

dav srndl Houd-. hiinudiv ()\«i tlu'chan 
nid spiikling dA l'\ midil Ihiic w u no duuds 
liiit quiU* nn‘n< uinbiiul 'p 1 tin^ inul'iiini'* ol 
1 ij inci til' Kiu Buildii and llni in', ma ter, 
sit fovered astern 

Fciward, undoi tin hillduK mi sIino*- s^it 
ciouched, stunting md roiljOt, Imtlooinr^ loi their 
luasUr riie wide lluviri \n ‘ i npi\ snin the 
wind was pl.,l«lu^tll\ Ian and th o iswn« Jadicd 
together m ]uir^ uiuUriiR Imlv iiks I’liun eiljjcr 
id' the su)j stood still tlu p.pe uiist dioit as 
it was and stout bmt i htti» 'uidu tlu ))i<s-,nie uf 
tile g.ilc, and from turn to lam a'- i sliotig. r gust 
caiJit upon thenj though llwvw'ii running free, 
tlu oordtige sang * 

l!u tlwty mm that vhr iui hd noDimg dl day 
long, fmt the m <mii of tlum tlmw me il to the 
ln»s, or, in shur mej fot miinimnt, hijP Joiward 
and wrestled with them under tlu hall dfck, and 
tht slavis dlowed the throw 
Tt was uow tlie morning oi the fourth day, the 
.m was no milJu than it lildluMti 31 tiuir huiirlung, 
but a mist had begun to diitt ahovi tlu. loam, and 
thw; yellow water was a sign to them that they iud'' 
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c0m<* near to Roman land The ■shields were slung 
outboaid , the a,rmb> wore passed forward for clean¬ 
ing, llie slaves took on another temper, they ceased 
then jesting and^ tiK'y to scoui the metal to 
the acfomjiainment of haish commands, and two 
men wen' called ait—the Socr and the Pilot As 
the ship (which w-as called Broad) rolled excessively 
in the quiet watei eaih was bidden speak m turn m 
the htslnon Hut ntual demanded 
The hfer tlurcfoic, when he lud looked down a 
little in sihntt at fli'‘ j)iinking, l>.danrmg hinisdl 
iijion his Kgs to tlie loll of the \es'ifl, chanted ni a 
monotone tlut he siw Hl^ n nt hly clothed and prif sts 
who served wcaJllic devils, vessels of sjver and of 
gold, gical stons oi meal jueserved, men hurrjnng 
for hf(‘ and flames lighting uj) the evening sky And 
tliin swaying moie violently m the (*cstasy which 
ntual also coiiiniandf d, he tlionght to hear the vouos 
of gods and of womm iiding upon horses m the 
upjur ail All these things he slid had been sent 
loin by the wind and went hurrying with the wind 
towards the fuuher shoie *“ 

To llus incantation the Ireemen listened without 
interest * 

Tlu* slaves ce.isod their labour and hbard it with 
an absorbing fear Uraf the C'hief and the New 
Builder iiather smiled nor listened For now a 
generation past such litiui lud grown empty, for it 
was repeated always in the s«ime tone and with the 
same piomisrs Bur it was a solemn duty of Ihriis 
and of Hie Seer fliat the nte should be performed, 
Tlion the Seer drew back and lay among the iioli- 
skms and tlie Pilot took his place upon just t|iat 
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part of the planking wluch his predecessor had held; 
it was marked ctff by a large squar(* of red painted 
upon the boart^- “ 

It was the Pilot's place not to speak, but to answer 
questions, tmd it was htual hn him. also, to L>e exact, 
harsh and short; for upon suih a ntuai liis prestige 
reposed. But whiTi his turn had come a new ex- 
jwe'ision and light the farrs of the Chief and of 
the New Builder, since the Pilot commonly .^dded 
to all the ritual answers some new tiling, ilo was 
chosen out of those to wliom was handed on by 
their guild a knowledge of the further shores of 
the sea. » 

liijfsaid: "'Do you see land ? " 

The Pilot answered; “ 1 see land.” His back 
was turned to the prow He saw no land, but 
such an answer ritual deniandf<l. 7 hcn Hraf next 
said: 

“ What land do yon see ’ ” 

He said : ” Roman land ” 

Then Hraf asked for tlic third time; 

” Turn round and name flu land.” 

The Pilot turned round and looked to,toward 
very carefully, intAit now not iipm 
upon actual things * ...j . 

Out there against the scud thore was notliing 
but tlie run of water, and though now and then one 
pKiTt of the sky along the water seemed a little 
daiker agSiinsl the bnime, thf ,5Ji:idow would hit 
and change again. There was as yet no Und. He 
stood m that attitude for an hour and more; and 
suih was the power of religion nj>on these ))<\rbarians 
that all wal(^«d m silence as he gazed; but reli* 



W THE BYMVITNI'SS 

IiPiP wis rt i} tljf\ vitrf* HiUiijp for i rrif nn 

thnis * 

Wtun h( hid kJAiI toi jJi in^oierabU imn he 
Ufijn to m»>u tnwiu' li to thi buivviik-, 

m thr loll tint Ihf l>u uf de\el(»p<:fl nmichn.it'h 
,i«! >h( iiiUud hdhwni wtid lit JiTDlxnd up 
tin tliiit ><t()s t() Uk hilfd(<k he foiwird 
lUifUr tin sjjinu viil till Ih j^oI iighl uj) mto tiit 
l>ow „< nu (>\ ill ')u^^ mild Ik v mt’hl t!u (i i< 

stiv ^ ilfhni^ the uiOi Iiis hft Jiutd he timw 

hnn-soif <n(T md I mdiiif, hhid fiom it*- luvil- 
thi ‘•oujidm^, hm Ui wiuik it time turns iit n 
md sliiif. M Dih liv liih in iKV'nd fht loan * t tin 
l)ow It ■^lE]>iJtd llin luh liN luimi^, iTul tile lUlle 
whi p I 1 '•i'U ' led v’ihIi lint (ailed iritheii loit- 
tui^o fl I Ml k,' sluiplt uito liie sra 

111 iiiK [»iid i It I l(jn in' 1 i 1 ] aid tin '*ilot 
ran Iniit iiid ve \ npidlt ilt d()d,'vng louiid tin 
du\- ciidinig tin line ij un and httmg it dip 

tluoii^l Jus Im, IS fu I lx fun Ilf hid got to tin 

poop in (Ills (] nn' k <1 In-, flu luu slickciud ind 
lu luuilcd ih I it ii}> with tin slaok in hie 

Idt llind 111 £> ( it I'xp ndvniit (Mwird 

to triV In pliM I HI li.iiiwU g to di* fort‘■tat. 

dltfit w s no I ml ( % tpl th( \(iy littU now 
whiili i 00^1 mik**' >I\>jd hfoit- a fnlinp 

wind ind n« a and tiun flu light dank of a liltiii^', 
jiikin' is s)ii rolkd Hi «a*-t again, and ontt 
agnn >ia tlu outA hi - tlnotigh the '■lu? and (lUc 
ig nn ( luic dt h ’fimg md dodging llko a cal, juss- 

ma thi luu aiouiil tin tu but (‘ndm/ up thr. 
til t diiiKbhip hding 1 ottoru lU went loiwaid 
101 tlu tliird time 
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11ns tiiiH (u* st&vfxi JoTjp'i 1?n "ln/il was itiort 
and rjKiK appaiftlt ic u h'^aii to mu arioss 
nvl tiDiibUd Ihi Iroinn 11 twd up m Hjcir p! 

Till Live'S lorWaid jmjKl up jn (line It^ ilxscthe 
ljilf(.h<L Hul anefth ljuilki ilouf kipf 

I'ku plnu' iindiMiuNil .IS 1h nnk tf t'l )Ik old 
tin nspprt of tii( o'*hn Im Lis ( hut uipiiml liul 
t)m "lionkl lb Ihi twcMUiiiatll loii^' md'-uilp' 
tun (i 111 )ni Ixpan to Ill'll i-'init ovuu-' iid to strain 
tlirjT cats ku ordi Is In tlie midst c 1 ti 1 , itfiiUion 
ilifp suddtnh .ipTK«ind n^ltUki tlum a sliorr 
li -1 liifli tlirfii T Uousi unui u pi Old full of t int led 
.1 I and inl'nd t^u^ cmiid <i ]i t » Hum 
tills ind that l)ilL\ of 1 (liiptnu iliuuli which 
in III id a Bonnu h.uboui Jjii Pil \ i ist ^ un 
lilt weipht stnick lx Ion th* iim « um liuttiicd. 
md tlio red tnuk was o\u w i1< i md dis 
1 ho Pilot'dllod out exultinlh Viikditp”, 
and haidlvliad In doni so win n tl itt nn n 1 n \\ up: 
thi 'i^nil laii brw ird md liiud ii| (Ik i m iluiting 
to tho- mast forw ird of tin su] whin lu L'ml^l sie 
the Pilot fnlh tin mxt )U 1 b'lund tin unM whete 
lu lOiUd heai the \voids ot Ins i<m i I'li tlit third 
'Uindships to pi's os ll 0 ««»ininand t< ‘he helm 
r 01 Iwcnli' nimuk s dm tint thnt w s a ones 
of slioutcd oxdcis as tin wii^dil ml Iki lint showed 
sh'i d to the loft or to tip ii|.ht 

‘ I (It boanl h \id " ki( lit bo<ird d) ‘ ’ 
“KiRht board haid»'’ “Kiclitt” md '‘Hud 
oxer' '* twote as thtii came i sudden bind m tlio 
ill mm I 

riitu Ihd tide tiiok the Hroad, th Peak wnici. 
had been dtopped dnimg iln*^ mnnanivn', was 
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hoisted again, the banks ^re dear, dose and 
defined, the pace was rapid, the vtter calm. They 
reefed up the «ail to see "well undor it, and all of 
them knew that they were at ffi-a Roman rivei. 

Tiicy l(*t 1^0 p.is^ them in dtsdiiin, as they swept 
up the stream, small hamlets from w'hieh Ihen ded 
or Irom the shori'.> of wludi the bolder aimed in 
them mdieitual arrows. At last, alter miles of 
going so bftweeii the marshes, they saw More them 
a great group ot 'Quaie towei^ and loofs, and f'speei- 

ailv that (hhlcr 0} churdus wludi were for tliem 

% 

tlie mark ol plunder. 

But already the weight came up muddy, and, 
even for the light diaught of the Broad, the liver 
had giown doubtful. The heavy stone which w'as 
their mooring (lor they despised the Konian anehoi) 
Wds slung ovejlKinrd at the buws, and its cable was 
faslcni'd to hilts The down stream, already stiong 
with inLiufl water -uid with the slack (tf the tide, kept 
tlnmi ijteady. The slaves were landed, they cast 
Up a iteund ami weie set to watch 

The next day these lew pirates demanded ransom 
of the outer munastenes of Nowich. 
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rut siMMih ui TOO* 

W{flchfl’>tfj wis th«. t<uti» (f Si\ ii i t Olid HvJe the 
ftieitAbbcv duIskIj iht fU*-. w ix t Uiiulii‘'ttr wliil 
Wistmmster ^vas ]diu to loud n lu RhU ■k 

^hocj )j|ii th* n( i^htKxiihood uid itt lirheti I il( \ 1 )l>ev 
le imeigimW, jii t no! ip tin. li-.t Daa sh lonqu* i uiid 
haifying of that \ dll’} 
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T«E SUMMIR or loo: 

U p on Uchon,ona Krtivilbiiik tli.d looUd^JOUth- 

ovct tljt ia]*id (liiUy oi tbe il[i<ini,<<tuod 
a [(jcipi hut, thatibcd. 

Il tljis\vi> Yoiinij 0 iks and hercb's 

lid(l liien aMiiidiT l<iitUhw.i\s. and tnnimod 
a little at the suks hnl hkjIs Ind htu lift ruugli 
andbrgi, Jhp oiitor round'd suks uilli the Luk 
still on, l»d also ken lilt mitondHil flu smooth 
split side made the inwinl wall and tlu baik made 
file oulwaid. It was as disp i* a stahli might ho, 
1 ml voi> low ^ in n, ivin without las hclnvt on, 
had to bow' in onkr to pass nmltr Ihi hntd. In 
lon,th it was p*ihaj^ SO It Dkh w(ie hut few 
windows m it, and tnosc amidows woit nut gla/i'd. 
Die Ihatih was old, pcodiid and patdied over 
again, with«onc quiti luw picu at (he fornii, whore 
.1 travclJing Weishtnan had tliahhid it. lor (hi* 
pi oplc of the plai o thatdiul ill, and mdt i il m evny 
ait they trusted to thi fonigiai tioni biviuid tho 
sea or fiom beyond the nurslKs. 

Tins long, low hut was a school, but to wliat 
parish It belonged no ono tould cvii hive told you, 
for it belonged to scvcial and tusloin was very 

4 
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roijfusod: l>ut in the mam U hdonged to. and was 
judged bv, the Abhey of Hyde, wlicre lay the bones 
of AJlrcfl, and wlmc llierfr M'as chanting ill dav 
long. In the Slokt.>, f>oth \\oitht and Kinglv, as 
dl^'O m Sutton, \ihiih was the Ihshops I arm, htlle 
([uldrcii It t ui’lit liter Mass wliati ver 1 > uoi cs- 
s.«Y to A Cliiisiim m.in -as, tlu I'our I.Ai»t Iliings, 
the S(\ 11 Hi idh suh the Twelve Gifts of tin 
Holy wlto-t tit !iniM.n> both in Latin »uid in a 
loiat u.in.iioh ol aIikIi lls impohuc weie fond, 
tlio i'ltd No^tir lit f atm <iloni and tb< Cicod by 
lieait with a litlli pii/t loi whoevei could ‘..iv it 
qm i/'t 1 \ l.i'-'d Diy riun also they vitie 
taught til' iljiliabd uid liovi t »taiV(Ml njxin wood, 
and tiny \v«t( t night the nanus of Hie month'- and 
th' d.i\. 10 • I'll md 'hit tilings the i'ut^laTcll^ 
did ('-(HMilly tlu inuaHis), and among thfse 
nollune^ nion billy th tii tiie story of Adam and Eve 
and of tin IJoi'd 

'Ihist Hjir^s viK tai^'ht m tlu nUage dmuJus 
dfur ills- on "Sunday, but tlit s<hool here on Itchen 
wj. ol j ditkrtot hmd To Ixpiu With, the siti 
WI-. 'sui'd, tht climih oj Itihcn Stoke Uy just to 
tlie fa t Ilium a swud. and'bi twi'cil it .md tlie 
school w.is <1 (Hth Ol stoms whidi heathens had 
raiieil to JcmU iK.foi< oui Lord camt^aud before 
-'T |nA}i{i h.ul laudiij at Itie mouth of Avon and 
had built tin Holv Hui at Ghstonbury; a thorn 

froih < d.istuiihai\ gn w Ixside the door. 

Hu'- M lvx>l wd tor ‘•mb as would learn more 
tlsin W.IS nic<-.vnv to l^l^v Chnstun man. It 
was foi such as disntd to read Boethius and Vitgil 
and all the (litices. It w.is .iko for those who would 
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know ]ii<?toiy from the boRmnmj: of the woihl, and 
liovk to rtcJcon lai^e^unii and sjiuiU, and the HiUnc's 
()1 stiange bea'^ts, and wlwl <oantrui thiit wtre 
UuoiLgluHit the world 

Twtnty or tlurty at the hum ol th'* and 
^oung men of the plac( unn- ha» on <\«r\ diy of 
Hit week, except on FeaM aud a monk iiom 
)IV'U taught them It Inul '.o urn foi moie ilian 
one bundled yuM', binct \Un*il dnrl Vny ont* 
that would learn m^ht conn fioin dttr till 
Ifii nii^ lieloie noon, and tint uu il 1 )« -.Inujld It-ive 
liu in recompense loi hi- stad\ to wliuh tud the 
school was eudowtHl «ind k dlul tin iiinn* of 
Dur Lulv of <jO(kJ Kiuml»tl^( ly»i>' - 

ol \shom an image, iai\td in oak !>v tinils stood 
above the roof, tuniing witli ili« lad ot (In Mipent, 
whom she trushi*d. bv wa\ ot wtath nock The 
‘iickiwment of this vJiool was a In Id uoitli twenty 
slulliDgs, wjiich IS an o\ (tain, (hd is (wilvt shil¬ 
lings to the schotil, fivi shillings to\\in>ln dtr, and 
the other tliree slulhngs tit tlio Km* but dways 
twelve shillings to tlic sthool tvtn lu .i bad hancst, 
thougli the n st sbouU bide and l>u King wluii he 
woio hij Clown at ,Wnnhc*stLi would <(-iinnonK 
laal.e largesst* of the time shillings (.* the school 
at Pc'ntoco'f, so that the si}u»Liis could be pio\idl'd 
tor without need of thoir work foi ii.iy or hai\cst 

Upon the day w’lucU was the Iu*dh of '"'ui Iwidy 
ikf GoexI Kuow’hxige thou w’j. a hohdiv time, and 
an annual quaiiel bttwetn the iMtlei Fiitoi and 
Dk Priest of Stokt for the use of rlii v lunch, and in 
tills tiuarrel youths were ofti'n wouiuled and somc- 
tinie* killed, and the Bisliop of the aty uivaiubly 
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decided for the parish. On such ^ occasion monks 
would come from Hyde, beafing some relic of 
Alfred, and would proudly bear it in proc(Ssion 
around the school, to the intolerable exasperation 
of the priest. 

The sr.Iiool, 1 say, had stood a hundred years and 
more; since Alfred and now Sweyn was near. It 
Wits summer. The hiirvcst liad just betm stacked 
bio the barns, and the boys were droning m their 
manner louder than the ber^s outside. The sun fell 
full upon Itchen, caught on its twenty million little 
nj)pieb, and tin. dancing light from that water shone 
reflected through the door in a moving pattern upon 
the walls and ceiling of the room. Th(! Futiier 
Tutor had twice- rejicatcd in bitin the phrase of 
dismissal, wJi'-n he calleil a young'man up before fns 
desk and said to him : “ Now are you fit t(» be a clerk, 
and at Michaelmas you shall come from your father's 
forge to llydi-. 13ul if you would come iiow', first 
show me wliat you know.” When he had said this 
the young man waited a little, and then n^peated in 
Latin Uie Psalm ” la Exitu,” and all the w'liile the 
old man nodded liis ht^ad contentedly, for no pupil 
.of his had been so word-perfect -since the cluld of the 
London woman had died in the green Christmas of 
five years ludore. Then tlie lad said, in their order, 
to the admiration of his companions, the major 
prayers, and answered rightly upon the Emperors 
of Rome and thi^ feats tliat Virgd did b liis brazen 
tower, and the desamdants of Noah, one by one, till 
it Vids plain that there was no end to his learning. 

The old man was ready to take him away, and 
they went together over the water meadofr towards 
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Flvde and the city, talking in the Latin tongue, and 
witliout one word in the vulgar, upon (li\'me things, 
imtil they came to the gate (>( the Abbi'V, where 
the Brotlu'i Porter, who had been warned, asked 
ilu'ui, as ritual would have it, m the name of Allied, 
' wlwm hr brought thole.'’ The rutoi answered: 
“One who would l)e a ])nest.” Then the [sorter 
slid: “What will he do toi hi«. ]«ieslhood ?" 
And the boy liuswgjod ui i*'pl\ . “ ! will loige in 
the Abbey forge." Whdi he had slid this (hey 
lid him m, and the^ sinil the gates iielund him, 
d') though tucut hun oli liom the wnld. 




Un (Wiita i|, nii)6| i f'!(<il iS'd^ 11 ini n li iii J |MiIi 
ol 1 uiopf, j b uf iliim ll iliaui ii i Ilii liiii, Iml nihl 
ii( thill IfiBcli, lidb)Willniii till ill'll' iiiiUDdy, 
whitlmiiifiiLdviiitdtiiHiiiiK'iii iiiliniliiiu illciiid 
ftu a liilMdf ralW ‘ fWiiih riflir ib ii ih mu 
BiiJclbi W tivilid 1 111 u ilJ, iilid, mill I 
tliatproMiitialnultli'i lud iiirJiiii ii lull 'ipiul hi 
ViiiWiiip liMiicil till iiiiidih 111 (iiiili^l III' nut 
diKiiuuifillill Viiivlati 111 till ilii,aiiil ululi'tliui lu 
norejiilai|iiihiiil|tlieriiitiiipili(iili,.iii amlilii 
attijuipl to piiveni llif inliiiiiutinii ind mii/iiiMlioii 
ol tl(( eiieiiiy could ®1(' k ])ttr>iicJ ahi 'imiifi 
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T he hoimil in the wood Ixjond the Budo waj> 
vm' proud. He wa^ not [troud by nature- 
on the (ontrar^ it viv hnnnlit\ wlucb li.id made 
him bofomea heimit but i lon^^ .Kqumitann with 
mankind, with whom he favomablv cunijiaifd, and 
tiu incrfa^mi,Mi\ercn^< of In ntuhlKiuis had made 
Imnpioud IF wa'-jfMud Imuik ill tin wa> from 
Duugcncss through the WaM up to (lowboiough 
Top he was tin onU Hfih M.in TIuu \u n, indeed, 
the parish pmsN, tlmnOi hut hw tven of tho-e in 
the uplands, in the mirsh puislu'^ mu tspendlv 
along the sca-slioie, hut ilie\ \ute ot little aerount 
m lus eyes, and of n(» verv go it at count u those of 
the 11 parishioneis J'Ome w < re mai ne d o\ i r tht 1 ( ft 
som(‘ brazenly ni.uyed and giten to aigumint that 
such maniage was toleiable All wiw drunken 
He would wagiT tii.it tlure was no nim tonsmed 
between Thanns and tht sea tliat eouid proptih 
mlcrpret the Cre(*d the \po.tlts’ (icid. let alone 
the Nicenc Cree^d Na^, rlieu' \uu few tliat did 
not moke a slip in the sjwiken parts of the Mass, .md 
when it come to singing it wa« deplor<Lble I oi lus 
part it was his hnunden duty lo w.dk over into the 
valley of the Rothcr and hear Mass upon Sundays 
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and upon critain J’>at-t5, Inii he sat there in his 
iitlle hut w.ntine lor tlit* day when good hemiits 
slun'ld t)e till* }>.ilttin of mankincl, and he himself 
shuiild hr a pin si i pnt'sl should bo. But ho 
would not i,\Ko <^)i(k'rs, not ho, ho w’onld have 
nolhniL; t" cl<» svith tin' aioursM hand of Stigand. 
IK' liad oni{' walled to ('tinlorbnry. It had taken 
liim two Ins and lla sight lio saw at Iho i-nd 
it was epiifi*. iK)]igh lIo rursi'd ail those who made 
la.v tJu '.orvir* of (KhI ami w'hoji any man made 
iiuntiou ot iln \Khl<Jdiop in Ids presence hi spat 
upon tiiv' giouml 

11" sal Unis loiivlv ill Ids little hut, with an o\- 
])(i'tauoii Willili w'.i*- .it oiiie NJguo an<l oonviniing 
that iiottcr tlnnijs wore at h.uul. The loids were 
doeayod, the elirgv wevf' ronnpt. igriorajit and 
rare, tho popnl.icc l..ul no ^oKt'•- c\en the keon and 
talkative irxn wlio workul .ibont tho charcoal 
smell ing'forgo* were bee-otton hi tomfrcr.anicnt and 
servile, but h-ttcr ilungs wore at hand. IIow' 
lho> woul'i loo’f !i' could not toll. He* thought, 
indi-od, Uiat tin* \,oist of the darkness had past, 
f.ir tlieir* !nd hei n nows, davs^uid days past, of tho 
landing of vet aiiotlur heist />i pirates: ypt he 
w.ute(I With .m inlmm f.dih for -order, tor a light 
iS]ii«',id owT tlu* land nuei ior .t dignified and fixed 

six U'tt. 

IK- wis pisl n|port eighty worn old. He had 
sonii'Hiiiii; of ,t nwiiiory- and. kIx^vo nil. a tradition 
-e»i Ix-itd things, for his father had revered and 
i^llowid Hunst.m, and lie htnisoU had hung tip 
rfgaiit'.t the wall of Jus hut a h-iidcn image ol that 
man whom he already^ lallcd a saint. In Mayfield 
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he had frieiuls who thoroughly agreed %vith this 
contempt of his for the decline of the countiyade, 
and who partially understood his clinging to a 
resurrection of it. 

Filled thus with a large dream. ver>' confused 
but very powerful, he sat that night and slowly 
drank his ale out of a large, round, W(H)i.len bowl 
which he held up to his mo\ith with both hands as 
be supped it. It was a good four hours alter sun¬ 
down and there was no kind of noise in the Vale of 
Brede. A damp and somewhat cob! mist was over 
all the countiy'side, and every now and then one 
c</uld hear the drip oi the wet falling from the 
leaves of the trees. 

To him thus melancholy there stumbled in 
through the opening of the hut ((or it had no door) 
a wounded man. 

This man was very tall in stature, not very 
broad-shouldered, strong in the miu^les ol the arms, 
and uncertain in !iis gait. His tae«‘ was long and 
narrow, hair let to grow for v .u'ks straggled over 
it, and it was as pale and dull as a wet leaf in 
autumn. The man }!ad light blue eyes, not without 
fever. He staggered dowm. hopping upon tlie bench 
which ran by the side of tlie hut, mid stared al the 
hermit for a good lialf-niiiiutc witliout speaking; 
the liennit, looking at liim. saw that all his left arm 
was bandaged up in rough rags; they wore dirty 
and saturated with blood. 

The new-comer spoke in a weak lone and yet with 
violence, but what he said was quite unintelligibly^ 
From his accent he was certainly northern, perhaps 
a Northumbrian man, but it was stupid of liim to 



io8 THE EYE-WITNESS. 

Iji-- language in the south. Tlie hermit P]X»kc 
rapidly to him in Latm. It meant nothing to liim. 
Then he 'spoke to liiin slowly in Latin, but the man 
only replied by a stujiid gbie. Then the heiinit, 
ill a caielul and irery' clio'scn actrnt, u'cite<l what 
was best knrm'n a<i a (oinimm gieetiitg betwevn 
wandcu'SN and lamst'It, sejiaratmg out each syllable. 
" hidi mi quid quje-iis i ” 

The *;trang<‘i, who vva'? already drooping witJi 
exhaiisliun, louki'fJ at him dully, and i< plied by 
pulling out a Iimjso tooth and letting bis dun fail 
upon Ills cbosl Tl»f Ihimit had not known that 
tiKre w**re men tins -ide of the ^ea %ho could not 
understand stj mmpli a bjtin phiase. Tlieie was 
no one in Su's'.rx but oould Jja\e answeied it. Tlial 
a Kentish m.ni sfuKjhl not follow the speech (‘f men 
from down tl.e ro-ts( wouhl be ‘‘xcusable enough, for 
tlif (Ualects of the co.isi vaned, but tliat any human 
man shouM lie quite dumb before the siinpUst 
conveuiional plirasc of everyday Latin was a thing 
the hermit tould not understand He had hoard 
that tlie ])U.i1es wv-ie like this, and thi'n- fell upon 
him that disgust and tear of *he barbarian which, 
to men who love cidli'^ation and order, is llie dis¬ 
gust .tiid fear of a reptile; but his (dmstian spirit 
o^^'^came. He let the wounded man lie down upon 
Hie bench, he ruveied him with a thick doth, and 
he put iindei his luwi a heaj> of straw. The wounded 
man lay thf’re {tnd stared, still quite stupidly, now 
at th' burning tow in the tallow-bowl, now at the 
■^ppkiies'-. outside the doorw’ay. As lie lay, he mut¬ 
tered continually between his swollen lips and with 
Iris wounded and lirokcn mouth words of the north 
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irmntry; tliat Toslig was a great lord , that Harold 

IS a great lord ; that hi knew not which was lotd 
of lu.s lojd , that lords should not four pH»oi men 
to hght, that lie h.id conic tluoiigh niauv lands 
(ud hated them all , thit he hated most tins land 
*n which a plan man wis asked to fvht against 
hoisc's, and was liil aNuii th< head with non mil m 
which not even the men of th' ph c would ^J>fak a 
i. liiishan tongue, but onh hiucu So far as any 
criiotioo rctnoinod m him it w js a ti n that the 
heimit would bcwitrli liiui H« liad ch-tnutly ]i<ard 
Inin use the languigc of iiKautation 

MoanwlnU the hinrul inukTst<Hid n< tiling ol all 
this, but was still bewilchncl wciuhimg who on 
< iiUi tius man could be md duiding at la^t thid 
lie must be one of those j>ii itc v ho had so n i t.ntl\ 
linded, and of whom he had hone] tint iluy were 
not ten miU's away, and whose bitth it aav which 
had made a vli'.tant clamour ovci tin hrc.VN of the 
lull that vcTy afternoon 

I he old man sat there cjuitc siluit iiuf bit h\ bit 
hi> woundc*d guest innttircd Us-> and l<-s audibh 
and was at la‘t Mki.t dni 

Jt wa** now near miduigfit wlicn the he i.nit ln.ud 
outside the noisc' of lioisi-liool> •.oiiglung in the 
W'ft tUy of the wcKjdlind He iual nion \UMtors 
There rame 111 two men vti\ diflciMit hoin my- 
thing he had met iKton The one was still ccncied 
m aVoal of inK-hnhfd mail with a Icathci giidJc* 
and hanging from il a vci\ largo swoid His head 
W*vs uncovered and rounc 3 .lu hair cropjxd floj^ 
the face clean shaven, with a si]u<iri jaw *1 
vigorous deep brown eyes Tlu other was dressed 
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in hnr cloth, his ghms hutl fm ui>nii them, and he 
earned him ’Clf like .i man who was al\va.y& daintv 
and unwilhnf^ lo nndirf'o fatigue In these men 
there was no li» -.itaiion 71 u lust of them (who 
was ni .muont) p<)k< at onto m the Church Latin 
with much su(h m acxnt .ii the In rum hail heard 
on tilt lij*' of monk' iioni Itcvoiisfnre, Mith whistling 
“us' ,iiidl»io,l hui will a lorcign ilunnois 

ric a-kfd Mill till! i.i\ m ui I'.id taken nfuRi m the 
hit IIkh 1)1 I\ ! 11 u|>oi\ ih' ngnrp wluch la\ 
ijmte lih upon I'n mmh 'Ih.d <(imp<uuon of his 
who was iMif >11 i '!>)]( i'\ a sort of v^ft and 
inu'if.il (P'lin I ne whuh tin huimt rouH still 
]iel lolloV I'll I ju pill till ipiestioii of lus tom- 
jwjnon 1 li 1 ' T 111' aiiiuni ) 

“ \r\ io* 1 \ >' 11 ’ii.it lojiU I know notlmis 
01 fill- in.iii (pl that } luive given him 
rham\ 

I he new 01)1 j vue s(,idii f., .ind tnif 'oldiers 
had invii vit Peeti >ri I'a i keiJ Their leiicfnce, 
thin diM nu IIimi I'jim.iUifi aiiioir. wire appal- 
inigiothi iiM m llii hoit man in aimou! beck¬ 
oned diarpl, Jo\\iio-.fh( outi r d uljuss He was 
ali'iai oK\id J v\oserving m^n -hortalso, bulkt 
hf<ulid ilso cTaniind with (he -.itne stamp as then 
lo i,xm< 11' at onc' iiAiliiif bt'w'em them a tall, 
fair, liinibenng min wiio wns ckoily bound. They 
had' him spi .ik to till wounded fi/,iin oti the bench 
.mi) uiteiprel ioi them 7 he pnsoupi did not dis- 
obn bill fjinte vyjDingU’ spoke m that northern 
^ikit of hi^ a l'*u in(oinpr<‘hensible words, and 
*'n sliriok his h'ad. The hemiii did not under¬ 
stand the words', but be half understood the gesture. 
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He leant o\'or the bench, and inakiiii’ the of the 
I'ntss upon hinisell and alter^ards in tin lur above 
the head ul the woniidd nun, he sanl to them in 
latiu; " Ho is dead." 

The Norman knight and ]ik Ilalun comp-'inion 
stood somewhat relaxed at the neu\ lint not uii- 
j)!cased, a*, if a long to whUi they had l)oon 
oidered and wliieh they haii tlKn)''ti\(‘^ tiKmglit 
i^eloss, was now ended Finn lelt with th^ licnnit 
two (if tluir sorviug-men and inoncv tor the barial 
and for one Mass only, the nioiun was ot a sort 

I 

the lienail had nut set'u before. 

Tlic.'ie lords then lode out into the night with 
their ^oflowe^, making ioi llieu fani]), and neia 
muriimg the liennit hired with the monev civen 
liJiii six woodland men. who lion the Noithumbrun 
lijioii a litter, and he wa^ buned in the chiticlivard 
over'tlie lull by the Kutlu'r. and one Mas-^ was said 
lor his soul. 
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On ]um I r*» lb Inpu i (Mft ul wciltln 
111 i Ihut iiiftb I (Inf,\ nid Hi n 11 ‘ Ihi King 

[jlm ( wIkui (h \ nicl ii u 1 in difcat 
abnid), M IIk III lb I I urn qiiit Siimi' 
iidvn, maifl) d il U n nm h ni I 11 1 n lU Uine 
^ 'nUd ’0 1 (iM It u 1 1 I iiliTmini tiuu ’tu\ilr)((<, 
iiiucb tht\ 1 ] i di iwn n t liii) t i|^i ] I i d(t(i 
1 »l tW I II lu m dtliMibd uld, 
Init hr 111 mtiiih ri th 1 1\ u il\ f( vii I bi 
i tU ((uIm) [ \ Hun lit ii,in t tin an tJUKv 




RIJNNUIIDF 

lUM h. 12T-, 

T HERF isanimmist.tk.il»lcn()isi of l < i \ iliyupon 
the manh whi' h is not i\ Uiilikt tlx muse of 
the wh( n it bn aU pt nilv .t| nii't i shmj tc lieat h 
the (lay attir d storm 

Itus now wa.1 lx ml i loiip way oti down the 
straight Roman Rond 

The village of ^t.unts had 1 mg <•^IX(t(d to heai 
that now, foi oidns Iml gom fn Ixton to malt 
things rtady fiu unbsmg Itwa mariln hmgtst 
day of the « and willun a iortnulit ot M )ulm’‘ 
Eve, ihjt the new^ i imi tn tb*ni ind tliy had 
made a'ady lor nov^ two dri\ , foi the host, rather 
wealthv tlian laigp, but still (oisuhMhh would 
have found no smhnanci m tlii‘ plni it promon 
had not been made Ihc summer hut betn c»irJv 
and thoie was alieatK hav fiom the \hl)f\ mead at 
efeertsey. It was bought it a high pnu\ but wa^ 
likely to be sold at a hudur till Oats had come 
down the nver, though at Windsor tlxie had tm 
stnet orders not to s*ll the ohandlds Ind gone 
further ahcld to the Middle Hytht and had had, 
a tew of them, the best of luck m Cookham market 
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unknoAvn to tho King, for the King wa-^ secretly 
forbidding nixrkot. 

The ptople ot StdinoN, bting for the most part 
poor poojili, had nu<l< story of the quanel be¬ 
tween th*. KiTip' ,ind thf ikIj mui. .ind (i'>eing pooi 
people) hid taktn sid* % .intl mad' a sort ot game of 
It. burtlur awav inBcdfouloi ilOxlord, the thing 
bad iK'fonji a 'ort «•( h gtnd, md men went together 
in m.i'iso ici tluir loid oi fni the Kiiiir, ciiinv more 
went bs tlu' pni-^t iiid t<Kik sides according to liis 
leaning loi tie pnest u often a good mm—but 
this wa-i in the umotii villagis 

Fuitlier still, u<i i.oi ( ol the i|inrtel had come, 
but only fin pl.iin kimwUdec of it, and a v.i;pie 
inu'iest It that “Jtt th<m fight it out ’ 'Iheic 
liav( l)Ptn maij\ vvii^’ \\ ns an goofl thmes' 

Kight <ivva> at lh( ends of the amntrv. lu the 
Couiilits INI dim ui"»n the Mauhe' and on th'* 
westward sJoj)*' of Ik von, th» minds *pf Tm*u weic 
made up the In u1 ot thf kingdom was m trouble 
as usual but th<t wr* iHultliy indsetuu and thev 
despised ill this Inmluhed turmoil Only nghfc 
up noitii toiik* \ou hast found pa.lisaus, tlieie, 
mded, V) nianv loids gn.d and small, agued 
togub'i an<l hid ft»i wi long agrud, had so iillal 
their benefues md w(ie so siipjmrted by llie gieat 
isolatid monastdks of then tountrjMdes that all 
fhV woild wint togttlui and wis detcrmuw'd tlftt 
John w IS a wuked nim and tlicio was an end of it. 
Yoikshiif was a *-'>1*1 oi soptiiati* country on tlie 
mattir, ind for .» little the thn'e Ridings woulil 
have rijcn and m.mlud south tO'jether. 

Not bo the village of btames. London was the 
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county town of St.iine«i, and Stamps vjpucly de- 
«>pisi'd london a plan m \\luclt a i)oor nun had 
no uuud of hjs own stauK*^, hit tc» vt-sf*!!, would 
]iav( iirilurally jjamt il oso luh and 

oflcnsnc UKiihant'. who wri. ilw for jebeUum 
at a pn'o j>ot thru Mnn*- w.n in tlio sluilow of 
\\ii)ils{j« Tlu^li, tin luidiiiuii had IwH'n htt 
h'i a fon'^ta and lli* lunstu hid paid nj f,njild. 
Kpiliam, c illod ‘ ol Jfn11an\ ’ {ulinh place neither 
ho nor lu-> l.itlnr had t\ti sun but In was a 
swa'i*;ounj> It How and 1 ivul a n*n» '), mat have 
lu'cn l\iiiK when Jk s.iid (hat In fi nf-dit wiUi the 
^laiit w-lio w’ls |X)rt(i at the ( isllt «alc. but 
wlntlnr he \^as Uinj: 01 lot, In had most firt.imlv 
he<’ii shut U]i lor ihiu cLu'^ and liad onI\ xjipeviied 
ai Mass upon SunJiv >\dh <i ciowtli of liiu tui his 
(Inn and a siancd look whuli was intoUraMe to 
his tellow \ill.uns of St.nik" Impnsunment was 
for nch mm, eimnii's <d the Kinp, n»'t ioi pour 
men with wives and dnldriii eUiHudtmt up*m the-ir 
labour Mor-^eAft, aliu Mas , tin wih oi Bertram 
(miseaJlul of BnUaiw) had tiiKd at him publicly 
and had taiinud him Ml this his fellows laid to 
lilt King linn hlso, vn must not forget that a 
swjcant of the King'-, buirtmg to London with a 
wilt, liad his horse shod at the Budge Vorge, by 
stream, and had gone otl without paJlnJ^ which 
w.i t a most 0 bominable 1 lung 
The people of Stainc^, (hti« lore, divided betwe^en 
their contempt of 1 ondon and their dislike of a 
King close by, ajl 111 a cast 1 « and bi ceding haughti¬ 
ness m liis servants, naturally made two factions; 
but the tactions only played a game, and the 
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real mteicst of both was to know that a fight 
w IS on 

Jn this ( uU nioining tbiifore, many were out 
and waUlimg t.istw.ud iloug the Koinau Rotid, 
and niiny luiid that hist niunisl ikaMc noise ol 
cav.diy iiuidtinK' 

Lung betoH you could distiiiguisli men you rould 
siH, 1^Mnk.l^Jl’' down tlu ot the iigid Imf 

ol pivmg 'puUos ol «olour and thi sun already 
hull tboii^li tL< liouj was ‘o c «ly caught m(tal 
he n and tin rt 

A' till ho t iciv iTkod it guw in clamour and 
in \ 1 vidiK ss 11 niacli in • \a lli nt show ind it 
ddiglitiathi iHoplf ol St mu Womtn iKgan to 
rail rluii (liild’tt) to onu out and scy, iml wh<n 
tlu (d\ih dt pi (d 11k two Komaii altar donis 
whicii iniiKcfl tin s ciul boiindaiv of the niinoi 
upon tlu 1iif[nvi\ \on inudit s,i\ th it all the j'K'opli* 
ol St mu lu irlv i Ux luind ol thun wcri mal mg 
a hedet u^vai iithc sku ot the loid to watih tlic 
lull nun Hid till < 1 ( rk-* anti thin rio^d of sirvants 
go b\ 

riu Baious df«i( d not to*'so# tlu popnlaie 
puttm.’ on the ittitiulis wliuh go wdl with ijras 
By a HUt ol woithy iKmifvo Uv ’•nving no us*fiil 
end. but acting as i sy/niiol most ol tlum were 
tU^fcitd #\tn a* thi houi llu vi tilhur lurt aad 
tlui# had \i-'Or Jimgfd to tluir hclnnts, but they 
did not t nn tlu uhcfitiou s,. tu a-, to ktvp thuri 
<lo'-<d rhiv Ind Uwni tliiiist up .ilmvc tht loic- 
heid ind lioin bin# itli thim Ihear ^qtiwe } ii'iith 
fues stiHid out Iraimd md sluveu The smith 
ol the Lndgf hoige point# d one ol these Visor 
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rarities out to his little 5>on and said: “ It is a 
nrw fashion. Your uncle made such a thing in 
Eostcr week, but lie bioke it m the making ” , 

The lesser men of the f.ivdlc«ule JiacI neither the 
affectation of arm«* noj of silcinv , tlicy lostlcd 
together, they jokM at the *row<] they passed, 
and the tonsured ckrks ujiou ihcir nmit‘s were 
nniversU buffs, but ihe) took tin jokt's goiKl- 
natuicdly, and one of iIk'iii, uliom a man in tlio 
crowd liad punched a liuJc too lund a*- h( jia'.scd, 
said ovei his shouldtr. ‘ SuaiUnle lUaboh)! . . . 
It IS mattcf of oxeommunu.ition • ... f am of 
the wood of which Pop(^ aie niadi ' ” 

To which th‘ viilim vho lud punched him 
answcTcd . " Not with sue ti knot-, in if * " 


j^nd the aged ritual |oki [tunoked nmu' laughter 
than if it had bre n new. 


bor close njion two hoiU'. they ''tiagghsl bj, if 
you count the h(•a^^ and ljro<id wlic'dcd \c iggons 
that came aft<’r thun, ill pibd with siufl iiid tent- 
polos, and here and then aims. 

Tile horses wen* all stoni, lush and now, oom- 


niandeerod in London, loi the hoiscs o! the forced 
niauli fiom BeJfoid had Iwnn sold lot nothing to 
the'knackers and th' siuill nu'n of Londc'n, and 


the Baions, es^wxially the nortlvrn Ikiions (who 
took a special pfide m korsi's), had seiz'd all t^at 
WUs best in the capital, paying for it bv proniHCs 
upon the King, fhiir enoniv 
The host came to the Kink of flic fiv^ci. iml there 


they depleted. Th*. giass wa- new and fush, but 
they soon trampled it down ; they sdcli hi^d Ironi • 
the mouth of the Coiuc a mile aud more down 
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stream, and ready for them, like a little fleet, were 
the ferr>’-boats from miles above and below. 

The June morning was clear and brisk, but the 
air smelt ol rcctnt rain, and t!ic uver was runnmg 
heavy over tlu wcir Tlu old stone >. winch markt'd 
where, centuncs before, a Roman bridge lud stood, 
were coieied by tlu flood, .ind showed likt gleam¬ 
ing Iwsscs umkr the lush of the river. Squared 
timber lay pilnl upon iitlui biiik, all oak from 
Windsor but the niw biidg* wa- not yet begun 
One iiour dftii rtiiothii thi big flirt-boats took 
over hoiMs .ind nun OnU, of all that host, not 
a liflli jiissed till stii mi only the rich nun and 
the more important of the tJerks ami the servants 
of eithti. Ml thu t wlmsf i.uik entitUd th(m to 
S1K h an eshibitmu, and who \\ i re not Ore idy armi d, 
put on tliiir sliirl-> of steel bnk'' and stiappecf on 
thiir lUiiw s( ibbarded -.woids lufoie the cros>ing, 
and so (rossed n idy 

Upon tlu fuitlier shori was the wide stretch ot 
tiu-f < ailed Ruimynudi 

At the f.u end of i mill or so of flat and mown 
grass the carpintiis had juil^np a stage. Tluie 
were dioil piintid inasf', with toiked pennants 
upon tliom .ind .i \iry eay tint, upon the dioopmg 
ported of whuh stood as upon .i baniur, in flaming 
c^son igaimt gold, the thui lco])ards of Anjou, 
and sitting undir thi-., tull in tlu siinhghi tliat 
beat upon him fiom the eisl and south, sat a man 
who boK, coneentrated m hi-s gesture, though he 
was -.laUd and had for the moment a royal iqiose 
almut him, the energy of the Plantageiiet. Hi* 
found, cropped, powerful head, thick neck, high 
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sh<mlders and broad, hv^ cvtiuisitt* care in dress 
Olid the conceciled (ontfmpt and anger of lus eye, 
would have betrayed bun even under a disguise 
loi the King As lie sat tluu vvitli all the cir- 
eunistanoe ol kingship about Inm. iic could not be 
ajipioailud without aw< \t his right stood, with 
the utinosi cmnioji\ ind in the inlJist actoutie- 
ment, th<‘ Aidibislu'p, putciidmg an impaitial 
seiMCt bilund whom was a utmuc ; upon his 
loft, down ihi stt])-. of the plulorm, wen niiiny 
who w’PK not noble m idood but who had servi'd 
hmi as soldieis m bis wais, and who 'hownl more 
than Ihoir mastci thi iiu'i thit 11 k\ hit against 
t)io wialthy nbils 

Towauls tills gtoup nlxjiiLid, in a deputation, 
soinr do/(‘n of fhe gnalti nun tnd two clerks. 
Fill bihifiil tliein, ujion a l.ible th.U Ihc^ had 
found plarc'fl, waVa paidinunt .iltiikltd b\ a gi^up 
ot priests llu King siinud not to sk it. Hut 
ho fixid Ills gi/i stcadils and lourlioiisK upon the 
advaneiug group, Ik rosi' in sjnti of Itis rank, 
and went down thi' stej^ towards tin ni v itli a sort 
of undulating wall* whidi foi all lus npulalion 
and his known valour, wis offensiic to the men 
who watched him }U '•mikd; lie seemed at 
ease—and he grtnitod lus enemu's as though the 
function were one of honour to himself .iiid to thqpn. ‘ 

Then they knew, as dul thi ctowd behind them, 
that the Charter would be signed (lUV of Clifton 
was very glad, for he knew that the weir over the 
Thames before his liouv would bi‘ liih'd, and that 
he could make what rt \ enue ol fish he < iiose. And 
Godfrey oi Poynmgs was gladder still, for he knew 
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that his fine would bo judged by the custom of the 
Rape ot Brambn. and that no neiglibour would dare 
to jecovoi All tliest' grcut men and small m the 
feudal (rowel were, glad tor one reason of money or 
another, and they saw that their demands were 
secure, 

What they did not 'iih' wa^ the darning outburst 
ot th(’ soldiei. the way that he would break his word 
to pieces in his anger as he had broken a sword 
upon the marble tald^' m In'* anger at Rouen; they 
did not s(‘t till gual laid to tlie north, the burn¬ 
ing farms and tin rempaign of fury tliat all but 
restoad kmg^hip to England. 
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!(;hn’s''On, Kiiii; flcniv III dmm div 

tmlifd i)j Mi (inolliei nbtliioii n In hmn^ iinl tli{‘ 

wntllw i)f lontiiin, itfM C'linii ii((tw iiinMltwii 
to tltp (iiKiiK PoiS dnii (' lip ovti tiMhiiwit Iruiii [lif* 
(ist Id l-cwf*s with his uiiiv m (uh Mn, r IV 
liaigns' aiiiii and tlnr aliit fioii i i iV'ii in it I ‘ilch- 

of the undo till Mitdiiu ([Sun If* li Moiil* 

fott, a 111 ti] ilii' ,u i' hiiKii ti hlf ftlm a 

hatUl fnvdlhi \ 11 'ni iiiHtnliO) 
OnMayi-LlliM^'inJ mm nicnidtli (iiiilmieoftiid 
Kiiiji, and on tlir iith it liniti (iiiij md ipifi M 
tlM psfai[tnv‘iit of till Dtwrs in fo t iih Unts, 

wVip tk hin^’S .nmv Iw 
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llu Iclf*. C'f M.i\ (JttK IK ir, iIm royal army, 
/\utid(j a insli iiioinjii" lollowid the nariow, 
suukfn and tortuou', ]o.i<l iliu hd tiom lluisl- 
moiKeauN along tiio ^al■ (»l tTljink 4 t sucIi an 
lumi It nugid ji.iV( beoti uiiruu, s(. tliiik the 
mr with a pli'..sau 1 niht, aho/u wlmli biih, massive 
and hart', sokhJ silont .Ntw had dunged 
every a'P<d nl Uk v.ilh\, md tin tliitkeK now 
111 lull haf. hid witli iliui biMUty dunu* lobbers 
of the Wt.ild whom Uk iuiIm (d tin* manli fioni 
Wmdielsca and along the lai-Uts oi (lit ^ea-coast 
had attracted out lln'ii wiiods Now they fell 
upon an <xliausied stiapgki wlun the lu»s>t had 
passed; now upon sonn wMggon, stud, fast in the 
iicayy day, and miles behind the rtui-guard. For 
it had rained all night with a warm lain, and the 
tramplmg of the linrs(‘ along tlie straight lane had 
left a morass belimd, dithtult for the baggage- 
train. 

The cuckoo was twice hemd towards Alfristone, 
and from a spinney Unit fringed Mniml Cabum 
came the mw'kery ot nightingales, when, not ktff 
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than nine o'dcxk, the tour trumpets and the banner 
(which wa-> t]ie ]>.imier oi Bntain, a dragon in¬ 
herited trom the Kings lif Wes.scx and from their 
anct'stois. tlu tree and wild prince's of the Devonian 
lulls, of roriiwall of tin U'-ki of (aoileon, and of 
Tintagel) toppc'd tlic i ise fioia’whn h c,in Ik seem, not 
a mdc away 1 m vond the i >vi j, the height of Lewes 

The new stonis of thi wall shone white against 
the morning (for th(' ■■lui peipetiitdly showed be- 
tWHn the clouds wbieh now had iKfiiin to scuiry 
aircKs tin sk\). .md to tlu left, down tlu Valhv 
ol the ()us( tin maislus ghanted at high tide. 

No one h.ul niadt a inusUi of the host, but rt 
was far smaihr than the g.mison had exju-eted 
Too many hoises had b(*<‘u tJuown away at Ton- 
budge, and thcie had oe<*n too much forcing of 
the pd«.e ni tJiat gif^at sweep of Iheiis loaiid east¬ 
ward Ia tlu CmqiK’ Doits towaids Lewes, the 
stionghold of tlu (tii.inmnes They rode into the 
town. 

Then' wa- no one in the towni who rould tell them 
how much oi what tJie iibel army had done; but 
a shi phi rd lAnn the Downs haij Inoiight news that 
a gipsy lutd gueii him, siying hpw a gie'at host was 
already gatheied in the Weald, and this was all 
they knf w 

The Id»s of May wire apjtroaelung, but had not 
yet foiut, when the\ Ifaiut that the enemy lav 
near A hri.dd (anie in with the letters of De 
Montiort, and to tlu sc* the King replied, 

Nif ht fell, and then was no ceilainty in the 
ganiMM) or uj>on the walls Prince Edward sat 
nghl into tiie mght with Luzignan, drinking wme 
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and filling his youth with the imagination of the 
fight that was at hand. 

««««»* 

M<‘anwhile, in Ihe Wo.vld. to the noith of Lewes 
Gap, on the day of the Wi'.dd and in Uio oak-trei's 
of It, the detennined',* fun.itic .il and motU y army, 
not an aimy of chivalry but of the n bdhon, walch^ 
all night and pra^ od to Cod. 

Tlu'V made (heir enufossions to the uumeioiis 
priests, many of llieii) w.iinltiing pinsts who fol¬ 
lowed the army; tlie\ knell bv torchci. and re¬ 
ceived tlie absolution ot tlit l>isho]> who had joined 
the ho^t : few slept -ana with this singular, un- 
military preparation tlu ' Amiv ol the Cause of 
Htaven ” braced tlnyiiMlv(s iluough the darkness 
to meet the adventure and t)ie strain of the monow. 
There were moijy men tlieie paid to eoinc', many 
who had come from < .il« ul.»ti(*n, Imt many more 
from cntUusiasni; there W're squires of (he north, 
to whom the di.dt'Cts of middle jiugl.md and el the 
south w'ere even more unfamiliar than the French 
which they staramoied now ainl then in the attempt 
to show that thc\ were gentlemen. Tlieie were a 
great mass of I..f)n*ionei s. Ihoii'i.uid. upon thou¬ 
sands, held in a lohse diseiphne by their we<iltUier'’ 
follow citizens: thei'e wert* j^casants tlr.ovn from ' 
every county between Trent .md Thami's; and 
apart, governing all, were ilie Ruons, contemptuous 
of any tc^ngue but their owni, and exchanging but 
rarely as tliey moved in the crowd at night those 
phrases wliich, six miles away in Lewis, men also 
of their rank were excliangii^ : the pun' northnn 
French ol civilisation and ot the Crusades. But 
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the man who gave thorn all one soul, and in whose 
mystical and exaggerated mind their confused as¬ 
pirations ta>k form and hved, Do Moutfort, was not 
seen until the day began to daum 

When 1h(“ day dawn<d upon those Idcb of M.*v, 
and the thahheci loofs of Fletcliing could ho dis¬ 
tinguished b)- the armed ini'n < amping in i he village 
street*;, the kctn ati w.is hitler with the hittorncsb 
that belongs t<» IhtM und'’tp,\rts of tiie Weald. 
A wlnto fiosi lav ‘nei the soiVlen meadow, and it 
still showed whit* uiidti the hogjimings of llie day, 
which still struggled agaimt Hie sl.mtmg rays of 
the moon , foi th*' nunm had niit yot srt, though 
ever> uiomdit she bec.une paloi and palci alnive 
iMchliiig and tli<“ Downs tt» tiie wi'st. In that 
mixed hglit ili* leadir ap(H'aicd and lode amongst 
them 

He was tlu iirst to be nioonted. and all the hour 
of ordering was las ovni woik amongst the many 
thousands Ik was ,umou«ed, m s])»te of the 
length of the inaich IxIok him ho tiustcd nunc 
but Jiimsili , rwo men tn»ni the Pengoid, his 
squires, lod*' lulund him. but dared not speak. 
Ho gave sepairite and prsondl commands to the 
, hea*is of tbe loost *oini>anios Now and then, as 
must always Ik the fashion of fjrcat ooramandcis, he 
turned abruptly k* rate some common man whom 
he saw ill-at coutred. The tommon man would 
tremble, but could only partly unrlerstand, for he 
had ))iit a partial aunmunitv of tongue with this 
great lord. 

Dc Montfnrt went slowly along the whole length 
of tlut two miles of men before he allowed a saddled 
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horse to go forward or a company 1o turn and form. 
He was cai’cful to distinguish that the white (Tf>i>s 
was sewn upon breast and slioukler; he found one 
man stiiggenug utjcFt what uas Mi in })im of the 
night’s beer, and had him stmt l).irk to Ihr haggage- 
tf.Lin, IK' struck aiiollu'i that liad xentunti out 
of the rougii line. IK i-.d eie<j .md intn, though 
he had not vet eaten (for he Juid cotnmnnir.did hut 
the inoinnit before taking lioise); onl} «ui ocra- 
sional shifting (»f hK fool in the '•iinup lietrayed 
the weakness o| hi*- bioktu leg. m*w lualed 
'Iliougli the sun Kid in)l y t n^<'n. it wo" broad 
diiy, ami the trei''; were lull ol iuid*-. vhen at last 
he had surxeyed the whole, gi\ni etiinnumd. and 
permuted the head cd the fuhinin to move. He 
kept m one. phu'c, faring the hod as it nled past, 
impn'ssiiig, as it weie. ])h\''H alU’ upon the niultimde 
the hard face, the p.ue eye. the sp,»n and (hsriplini'd 
iigme ol the fanalic. Wlun the la^t (<1 the column 
had passed he glanred l)d<.k ai hi« waggons, .saw 
llic-m nuissi'd. .'ind lift them si.mrhng on the village 
green, thm, and only when a piek<d con-jianv for 
a rear -guard had gtme by and li It him alone with 
his two scjnir<*s ol tJie Vmgord, did lie bles-> himself 
with his right hand and (.'inter up tlu' line. 

Twice he lei his horse fall to a walk . tlie first 
time Its he passt'd the slnii'ers, whow' exartitudt' 
and vigour were' his jiride- as he saw them his 
own rigid face half smiled, tin* mnutl^ at least, 
but not the cyos; the .sc« oiid time, when, after 
he had overtaken the inlcrniinahle and stra^tgling 
rwnk of tin' Londoners, he came up level with the 
mounted knights who were their loaders, and .spoke 

5 
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to Sfgraw*. for S(‘gra^'#* knew the dialert of the town 
and could rejwrt upon the spirit of that lontin^ont 
which he rnmniandcd, and ho said that tliouifh th* v 
looked UTisiildiorl-^ (for they weie fat burgi'^ses, 
apprentices and lounging nverside men) Ho would 
go bail for thou spun when it came to action. 
De Mtmtfurt m'-wued neither vrs nor no, hut ho 
rantorid on up the lino, till hr came at its head 
to flic wicker (arri.ige closed m with a wicker n>of 
and dhit wHb .1 wukoi door that had borne him 
while lus Ifg w.iv hoa^ng This Hung his intense, 
frvensli and supeistitious mind h»id endowed with 
a sort of Siinititv Ilciein he kept Ixmnd foni 
pnsoneib of his, nrh min of Londfm who had 
refus»*d to follow In-, command ; and alongside of 
It was hsii(d an <noinu>us long lir-pole, and in a 
bundle besuh* il liie Hannei of the Cross and of 
Ahnightv Ciod whu h he purposed to set up before 
b.iftk ujion the \n^ luif,bt (»f the Downs 

Ihesi stf)od diii solemn and, as it were, ap- 
pf.'iluig, a httle w.iv lufoic him: not a banicr, 
but rathi; a pomjK'u*- aVent provided fi>r him and a. 
platform for idniious oicasion.,* He went on, silent, 
atiead of the innv, ga/ing at the challenge, or 
lathei the iniitation ol tliose great hills of grass 
that were suuly ucated for a good cavaliv captain 
to u?t and with iv/ry ‘low hngth of his approach 
n»wards ihein, that insjurcd and piophctic con- 
udinie of s-uuts-. whidi inflamed Sininn de Montfort 
with (ntliiisiasm whether nefore I'iclorv or defeat, 
swelled his spint 

It was in tins mood that he crossed the sunken 
road that has fringed the foot of the range since 
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men first began to wander over Sussex land, and 
ui tins mood Oiat he rdned in liis horse again and 
drew it somewhat aside in order that he might 
walcti his peal command In'gin tlK‘ collar work ^ 
of hn'asting the steep s1o]m of the fombe. 

Wljiat order he made, with whiit a vimod be 
filled tour biiltaliuns, what late they had, and 
how the action was decided 1 shall next Jt'saibe. 
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OtiMavr^ ''iPMiii M tiiiiMi, th'iFU'ns 

an^l Ihoti ailit (ioin I (mini liioirl ImM!,h tin Mt ol 
Ihtir bat’ll' (ii Ibi Otmn^ .ib i , ntn itfroWnl 
iipiin liHii Uftbr ajtfi ('uiimI tin [l\\ t kt i» piismifi 
thir KingluiiiHlI 111 till' w i\ th< in hk i lUllii'wi 
ijf J DnddU, lull ilii ui\ lUiiiiiK 'Knuiid aKOiist 
John and had (/blajiiid tuiin jun d, i niiti of \Iaciia 
(barfa, laid a fi'iinihliou ki Ohd ui uinl* hin h 
iHOiniPilipaiislxialicciJii U( 1(111 »iliulh,u 




THE BATTLE OF LEWES 

MAY 1|. i:{)4 

T he windows oi thf CdsrK- ol L^'w(s look south 
and cast over the tovm, norlli and wi"'t over 
tiut broad upland plain uliuh sttdtlics (ui to a 
lounded sumuiil and b rallid Mount Harrv 
At one oi llu'st* Prince Ed^aid stood with the 
Luzignan. boldicis in coiiimind .no citJiei oicu- 
pied beyond all bcanuj^^ oi tput' at kMiie, and 
these two had txen at lebure toi ‘*oinc ln/Ub. Ihcj 
had heard Mass at d-mi m the daik chapel, they 
had wandered togcthei into the courtjaid, and had 
thought oi ndmg into the opui Then rank for¬ 
bade nhat each of ^heni (kMicd. whicli w.is to .--peud 
an empty day in and out of tht nain'w streets of 
the town, listening to Hu people 
It was still c'arly morning, but some hours liad 
passed since tliat sunimei (hivbuak as these two 
leaned at the very deep, rounded window and gazed 
beyond the shadow of the Castle at the laigc s\\ard 
rising to the west and noilh. 

Here the best mounts of the lords w ere grazing, 
and their valets stood by with each upon a longe, 
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seeing that none ‘should tscape; they were heavy 
liorsc-'^, largt, slewt kgs, b)g baneN, and notlujig 
lively alxiul tin iii btU the eve for they were usc*d 
to wai. A.'j Ihi pnjKt> looked, awaiting one 
mure da> o{ loohsJi Uisiire, thfv saw long, tliui 
lines of lift'd sjh.ai>> rnmg like d wood of winter 
laiclH'i ovii tile sujuniit nt Mount Hairy, thnx* 
moving hius of nnn 'piuid n\ei a mile of gionnd, 
jerked o\ei tin ir«M ol the Kill Their movement 
was nut upul. I)ul it was legnUi TJ»y were 
distant mu(b inon thui a mik-, and yet, showing 
thus agauijt tin si \lmc and sipaiatid bv the 
(leaily definid gip bi'twnn tlw Ihiee balailles, 
the^ had about them l>othonUi aiidniiuace. 

At ona th( (.istle awule ’Jhe jirmcis as they 
heard tin, '.lainoui, saw fiom their window the 
v{il»d> (.ilthmc at tin liuis(s‘ manes, ^aultmg on to 
Ihcii htoad hick' and ealkiping hoavnly, but with 
all tile sjMid tin > (ould tow'ards tin nanow jxiH- 
way upon tin* wall ft wa*- like a rare (for only 
one fould p.u-« thiough that g.iti at <i time). They 
clustfred outsid< of it and llicn filed in as qiiiekly 
as tluy e<»ul<i, ( uh eouple nistliug for precedence 
at the (dg< (»f tin diawbiidge. » 

Hie fiJd thing m the mmds of the piinces was a 
wondei about the scouts, but these* had*deserted 
their posts fai up u[>on tin* f)owns, and one man 
only, who liad bein If ft to givt warning to the guard, 
had b(fn (.iiiglit and silenced by the «*nemy when 
tliey liad foimd liira ‘•hivering under liis gorse-biwh 
at dawn oti tho fxlge of tin* Combe. The second 
tfioughi, Since thf‘V weie soldiers, w^us this—that a 
rapid advance might pen them witliin the town. 
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Thjt advance* was never made The army of 
Sunfeii dc Montturt had n(»t a suftidcnt discipline 
fni rapuUtv moraU demanded piayfi'^ and 
omen*- as a matter ol c liiubtion . not onl\ for the 
rinii\ but for Mnifin di \Io!ith*rr- ti nij>ci imcnt 
also,praveis and oujtnswm 1 unttii ot course, 
and tb it Ion, lim haKe 1 ujj tin i« upon the lull loj) 
atwe the TOMii IvUi im» irid w tic hint, a quiuit 
ctreinoni ctf kiii5,hUi"t)(l Ixloic t] c\ sll>\^]\ went 
to tin U JXiMtlOU'' 

When, IhrictoK Pri i I dv\ u I tin fust o! lus 
coiimiuid hid ndJen tmt (qnipi) d tJtroufsli the 
driwbndK» the Inv ot tin »mius wi still so Lu 
tint ynu eould not ne lli ti \ ol i inin nor di'^* 
tm^fuish invthuK iv<] tin munltd Irom the 
unnioimtee’ men and Inn m' uh elmsiou but 
mmh htavui upon thi I it ilun llu ri,;ht, the 
pai lilt I poles of thi p* »i 

I’tiiui ><iu rd uwU oil uid Mill Inn the I ii/j- 
l^ian A Ml' long liK (d 1 i\ I ' lollowid the 
iiifantiv of his lonimin' lie nnhem* dipindint, 
t-iiliuly upon the rliuRi llu ni in\ mm him 
full time to dej ll■>^ ^ flu )i>j »s si hkI in i ml ind 
shield ifUrrohmnd diuMnud' ipitte n all elon,:; 
th« lin< oi the wdl Vuiu' J d \ id loolid to the 
hfl and <eiw, lu away down fern irds tiu I'noiy, 
nun I'.suing as Ji id Ins * oinm u ind <J ph vinp as 
Ins command hid demr lh«s uen his fitluVs 
men and his unde ot Mlcni s l]i<\ al'-o 
formed two jireat, dense hues ot cnalii so that 
at last time Ivxlies, ■‘tiling llu* whoh hnqth of the 
wistein wall of Lewts awaited the advaiiteof Iho 
Jhirons Por tins formation the cuemiv, yet haltiug, 
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gave them ample time. Behind the three groups 
of the enemy, a fourth, many of its units 'dis-* 
mounted and all in repose, stood as a kind of rt- 
s&rvQ. 

If it had been intended to await battle in this 
position, and tf) let tlie roj’al army charge uphill 
against an orderly defence, the plan was broken by 
the rebel army's left, which .stood over against Prince 
Edward and the Castle force. These were the , 
Londoners, and wJiile they thus stood opposite,the 
best of the royal (.avalry. they themselves counted 
but few knights, and these rode, few and someM'hat 
uncertain, at the head of a great mass of foot- 
aoldiers, fifteen thousand or more; the knight.s 
attempted to establish a regularity of formation 
for which olvili;vns. such as their followers were, 
had no aptitude or training. But though the 
Londoners had neitlier, they had zeal, which is the 
mother of disa.itcr. and as they moved und^ that 
morning—the first movement in the long hesitation, 
l>efore the shock -it was difficult to say whether the 
untut ored mass ovcrwJielmed its mounted captains 
or whetiicr these were leading it; the horses at first 
shaml)lc(l heavily; the infantry behind were at a 
'slow trot. For their lack of order the footmen madC 
up by crit>s. 

As this strange initiative proceeded, the opting ' 
forces on the left still maintained an exact dbdidine 
and stood at arms, but llie gathering rush of the 
Londoners pnx-.eeded. Prince F'dward's line of 
anno’ired knights, which stood to receive it, did not 
move, Tlie upwieldy mass gained impetus, acceler- 
its moveynient, the leading horses broke into a 
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cantrr, into a gallop, thiir ndus bent forwaid, 
bthind them the 15000 began to stragplo out m a 
HOIt of wtdge where llu la->t(t (putian the hsi Id'st, 
and then, when ptrhai>> two longbow siiots •sepa¬ 
rated Frmcc iZdw.ud fnmi tlic ajKX of tlwt iioiisy 
stieam, h( bent forwiid looked along tin lin , and 
gave a cry wluch ivu> one wJio liad tought beneath 
Roehesttr Kmw 

There is a wav in w'Jui h i ho!s< ‘.)>nng^ foiw ud 
to the spur from 11 unulnlitv ui tins w 1^ noi one 
but sevtnal thousmd •'[>1 tnf to,.tt)i(.f Ih^ hut ot 
cavalry swept in a fusiiiit like » <innl u o\ei the 
shoit grass, btlK to giouad cmtv mail-* sword 
lu'Ui out low down to (lu nght i>l hi mount *ui(l 
every helm just showm al»o\t th'^ \dut ot the 
shield ou tin junaim nul it oiiei tie -.hoek was 
joined Tlie tew kjughts at tin In id o' ilus London 
mob wore sii uck and 11 (K d mu 111-.ti .if. s tmned 
Ixfoit tilt' hmsis nut wlutbii at (la hmst s will 
or his own it wis /oi his fuetub m his di li utois to 
delomuue, i1 caitindont ol ution ourtlu lull 
ave and the itst wen piessed int > a oi 
strugghng lootmeu m whith tlie swi kU ol 1 dwjul s 
(imnnand made a fuassuu t *1 1 nunmnl or so, 
then the whole torci oi tin Londtiuts biokt into 
a dust of panic, and tirii tacli man ai Jus speed up 
the slope ot the luD 

It is in tiu ehnrattir ol su»h i unil that men 
living afoot do the worst foi themseivts The 
mounted knights who 1 nmnunt biioi< had Uen 
g.Uloi;«ng at thi head ot that w(dg« of I onJimtr'*, 
still lought and still eotiliollul tlieii bioktn foinia- 
tnHi, They got them down the steep bank to the 
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rig'ht upon tht OtlUain Koad, wIuTt the mass f>f 
the tnemv's (.cmUl hanUy {misuc, but the 

unmouiiKcI londoivTs ran aiuJiow and bhnd up 
th( sK>j)( of tl]{ lull piiuiiif’' nvi sulleimg bUiii^htei, 
and liter tlnru mm ,,Mth(iin{> to strike, How 
sheplmdin^ m fumi tin flanks now halting'' a 
inonuiit to II ioim uid thm aKauuiJuKing at a 
wold, Etlwaid < otnm iiid pursui d 

Thosi lust sufmiis laftnf tin shock h.ul seemed 
long, fM/haps, ti>iitli«i ol tin lombatants bui the 
puisiut, tlioudi long sKimd short boi an houi 
and lor tvo h>nis thw mtuMipftd galloping and 
mmdir eontimiid until it la^t a icmnant of the 
Ixmdonfi-* li’d jot oil into tin wooels up'm the 
ist.ujiiiKai ol till Tamils i kiigtr imtnbei weic 
dniggtd piisonfr** by \akts lielund tlie tavalrv, 
bnl tiu most 11\ wounded and di.id all along iLit 
stntih <»t smooth gt^t laiul while now is tht 
down lull ol till 1 uKoin-t is you look at it from 
th( r i«,Up of r MVi *■ 

A buiifh of * jviliv iitiuned, tluir hoists white 
witli -weal lliur iidtrs Ijeavv with fatigue, from 
an .ittav-k u|>on 11 tliaiiol a1*the suimriit of the 
hiE, wlion l)i Montloil's banriet'flapiii d v^'Ofously 
from its high poll riny had failed to hnd tliexr 
quany Eilwvud also iluw icin and saw Lu/ignan 
a Utde way ofl hiltini, as hi did , he wat. diawing 
the Ifdtlior pilm «»l Ins glovt, whore no mail 
over the swiat of lus forehtad lientath tlie holm. 
Edward tinned lus Miy tired and slightly wounded 
horse tow 11 ds t hat spot and c ru'd to him "Midi 
ihaii^i f bean .Wi But it was long past noon. 
Tliey halt(*iJ thus for a moment, irresolute; they 
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looked round and saw that the command was whole*; 
there was nothing more to kill, to capture, or to 
destroy; they went back down t he hill slowly all 
togetho’, and each wondered wliether elsewhere the 
action liad been engaged. 

Before them, upon this return toward Lewes, the 
round Down made a horizon bevotul wliidi was 
nothing but the bhie height 0/ FirK’ beacon and 
Mount Caburn nearer by, with white douds in the 
May sky, and a sunlight now growing mellow. Tliey 
bore to the right in anxiety, hearing no clamour of 
pursuit nor'any sign of victory in the further wing. 
N(nct. as they dos^-ndc/I, tin* tower of the Priory 
peeped above that horizon, and in a little while 
tiio whole of the sloping glads it\ tnmt of Lewos 
wall was again In'tore them. Here, again, Prince 
Edward halted at tlie head ot his command; he saw 
uixfn that plain sparse figmes lying, an old black 
windmill with a group of tlu* enemy round it. and a 
blazoned doth hung Iron) a window of it ,‘s though 
to summon help, while all along the wall of the 
towm long troops of n)(m galhcre<l am! jjoured 
towards the gait's.^ but they seemed to have uo 
opponents, He bqgan t<j undei stand. 

He sciit a man fc»rward towards the mill as near 
as he might dare go, an<l mOich that messenger 
returned he Uamed that the (blazon was the blazon 
ofiAUemaigne ; he saw front the licigld of the Priory 
the red dragon of Wessex and of the Pendragonship 
which had been his father's banner, and he knew* 
that he had mis-sed the fight, that liis uncle was 
caught in the mill, that the King, his fatJier, was 
caught beliind those Priory walls, that the men 
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pressing against the gate of the city were Montfort's 
men. 

In those few hours of Ids fury tlie main action had 
been tripfl and jnd the cause of the Crown had 
been throw n away 




Upon Ant’ll^’I) r |i Idudlll mioiiiii ntliviiif 

twictyfiu IIh 11 tiid III )i|f II1 lilt u ifN 
‘UfirtlfjiduiNoillii111 jw V iiiiiit ii(lulu 
Fimli tai,iii|Wi ut \ 'll h iiUini, 

)B I'liiitliiiu ill Ik i' I llii I ’(lull I 111 iiiiH lii^ 

(iffB la piuiilii 1 Hilliciiiipkk iiat'is 




CREbSy 

AUI.IS1 3f>, 

I T was Saturday, Aiifjasl 2C>, m tlio vear i]46. 

wualliu %asstorn’\ it rlu tiiin ut tli< \( ir, 
but with mtmals of jpdlo.v and \ trm Muiln^^ht 
between The vast Iioil in a sort of mtdiev of 
camp fullowfjs, of jxa>uits muid in with lighting 
men. of local guides mtl of Imnl soldun fiom 
Gtneva, coruintiaterl uu^'uliih b\ mun loads up 
fiom the South and fiom Un \\ it( *)t Hit Soinnie 
Hio manb m guuial hod Ivui hltgumg and 
long, lime was no un]t\ oJ < nnmand the ton- 
(nitration was iliif[((t(d wlun thna wlio fust 
(inie to tbi brow and b(^oJld a little wood whuh 
flanks the Romm Road thit cioat Roman Road 
fiejni Amiens to Boylognt wlitit v>me nmnant of 
a paving still showed ind wiiene w»s to be fouiiel 
the best of the had I'onig la that tiint suw right 
befofo them the disrijilme d in jy of Hit invaders. 

It was a new sight tor Hum 71 u little army 
of Edward, taitfuHt mirshdlid und*i its squuts, 
lud moved untomht'd and wiHi solUitily lapuhty 
nght up the Seme, doubling baek in Normandy, 
then with a sort of ^vKiop t>n to I'uardy. They 
had meant to tate.ti it against Hu tsluary of the 
Somme tJie day befoie, but a 1oc<l1 traitoi li<id 
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befn t^ugUt and had ‘^liown Edwaid an ol^ h'trd- 
way lilt esludu at 1o^^ tide, the ^avadors 

had beam IikI tlf ditatlarnnl sent to icsist 
th«m uiwjn tin liutht! •>uh It was iijKtn th( day 
btfort, the th it these tiungs hid been 

done and tht ioiu from oin'-tas had wiarchtd 
through the. loii'-t mil on into the Utile town of 
ru'>s\ s nnt tlnou^h tin lountrysides which wire 
the dowjy of I'lnuds own inothci, and coming 
dpoii pluis and minis whiih hu infamoii'? wofs 
liad mill r <11 umlnr in tin itnliolh of her nvenue 
and in tU lord hip of ha Mipjxntcrs 
U wi uuady pist niH'P whtn lh« sight was 
seen by tlu muul huiKlrid tiiousaiid ol th« Valois, 
and tfiit Km^ not d him htth lenraimd of the day 
adci so kiig uiii s‘i u\uig and disordticd a march 
sulfaiil l)\ li on t( igglmg columns, yet the 
King ol i 1 niut hd not deploy, whether because 
hi could not fiom Ink nf unison m his fortes or 
from ‘111 iiiiM imptifiil synchrony of tin vaiious 
bodit-. ill inuiindly (oininaiided oi toj some other 
reason, of hasli tin/ir, btwildnnicnt oi dc^'pair, 
01 fdtigui. till imss of thi hpst still lay huddled 
111 long sIk inimg Imi-. tlit hc^ds of which alone 
dcbouchi d upon tin in Id of baitk 

That hdd hid bun 'lioscn with such s»kill as 
crowned thi oppomnt of tin Valois with genius; 
iitr could any soldier ilwiiit to enter the conlUct 
di^-iegiid it 11 was a shallow roll of land (how 
many anli in Jiuiopi, have "ten the fionay of great 
del ats'; Iherc wns not m it one yard of dead 
ground, but b*ue, burnt fiilds> dipping some fifty, 
imi ui haif a mile, and then, beyond the gentle 
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hollow, rismg again somcwlut more steeply to the 
low crest beyond There ran a load by which eveiy 
• onimunioition was easy .Uong tbt hghimg Ime 
and behind that road a kvfl plahan in giX)d cover 
and suitable' for tlic reserves In the midst of the 
crest throe windmills br(*kt tin sh^llnc In the 
laig(st and most ccntial wliidi w.is sohdlv built 
and ul sloiie, Edwaifl himsdf took up his jilacc to 
Watch the battle He w i« in rrscii pkked out with 
gold, on foot and unainuiuud ind he bore m his 
hand not a sword but * white w ind Hr was v 
yonng qian full of fiie iind (Icami on the ‘Iccp^st of 
the bJope Ik low him and ’o tlK n^ht In'- chitst son, 
a fmoolh-faced bov, all aimoui'd in ttark sterl. 
lode m the midst of lie mil end i nplish scjuiies, 
the vassals of hi' fatliei 

The limf <lnw on and \d no Tuovenunt was 
made The stngehrs ol the fnnrli stil! kept 
coming'in Ilu sohhcrlv forns of T'dw ud few, 
compact, exact rose up fi >ri wlicit had bcMn 
hmg at rest ui>oii the Miblilc lonmcl iinl made 
ready, every man stuPhine In'- how I pon sucji 
discipline and order Jhc ucces tf j Ktn it d(]ionds 
and heic in this ret^at tju.n \\a<- lo Ik iskt d of thorn 
as sbaip a eovi*nng achon incf is anxious a icsist- 
ance asconldbc well as! ed ol mall >iin\i night, 
m its* rapid fall backward, u])on the sei flow cteit 
and how tense was the aoxut/t flhil horn no record 
remains, for it wa foc^^etiai or sw dlowed up m 
what followed 

. The afternoon hid f. r advanccxl, the sun already 
Stood behmri the tuple Ime upon the crest of the 
of Cressy—a tnple Ime ail excellently 
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ployed. rij;htlv ordoTod. and framed with ft ^nlfi- 
cienl oilj(ennj' at ovorj mt«'rval - W'lini there c;ime 
onimon^lv np fiojn tin northward ind l)lo<,l%iup out 
the sun th<' ad\aiK' oi .i broad vtomitloiul It*; 
shadow fill fii'.t the Enp,li‘'h Kiu', .nul hi^' 
little .inii\ it s\i(pt .irross tlx dtsertid 

hollow li<twun til* two it eiijiulte'l the 

uiueadv Ik t<l at iln '-nmnut of tlie furthei «>lop<‘, 
and as it nto\«d thtie n<iil lielore it in flu* ‘ky a 
fj:n.it hiid di'A« of look- tannip loudly !*ef(ire the 
teiniKst \\ljih till'* (h'ud had .ilteady veiled tlx- 
sun tiid 01 id< nnu n e\t . .i ilaikmss as unnatUM) 
as ei h]>se, thin idl a toinnt of rain bentinf^ and 
l>li!i<i in tin lai e oi llie \’.ih»is mob, and of all the 
,U Inids wlio had «ome ni' m li disonk i to rmuhirt 
it aftei till ir (ashioii ,tnd ar Must tin* Ijjrt lings from 
(i(tK‘v.i who catdeil on Iheii ‘hniihUrs tht r<jmy)1ex 
and lif.tw tio’'' bnv of thru trade It rained thus 
blindingls foi tie htll. ohilc tint a snininei sforrn ran 
last; tin l.imKrap' blotted out ftiidtii{'‘'Jrth,div 
and bat* alt« i li u\e pi i'-h> d and -«piitt(Tc*il, under 

the r.ip< nt tlx r.un It had s«ion pisscnl, the sun 

shone again njxui tin didKlxd fidd?, and the army 
of Kdwaid it.]p]«.iied in tlx ‘same order and still 
awaiting upim tlx* d< U umvx the arlion of the enmn\ 
Tiun It was, i(to 1 »li. that tlx Prem b King ordeUKi 
tlKf eliarge. Not witJi the hoiAomen ; tiiese would 
kcey> their plnee or .■idv.ince. hut -.Inwlv down the 
gentle slope b<}or<' them , the (hnevese should go 
first, come into liow-sliot and shake the opposing 
infantry before his rhivairj' was unleashed to gallop 
and (Iriv'c them down. In a long wavering Hne^ 
to tlic inegukt Iront of the French host, 

•t I 
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the Gt-nevt'se weit forward crossed the vaUev and 
began to nse upon the opposing side 1 h(‘y halted 
three limes (or a niomenl to R!\e tbiir try, they pain¬ 
fully woiukl up the strmgs of theu cioss-j>nws. bend¬ 
ing to till task, and then at a full range discharged 
their volley ol quaircls uivm the triple line immedi¬ 
ately alxive and befon' them, am! .ill the wlnle the 
hdjsemen, half a mile lx limd, walked at a pace ready 
to ehaq^e when that volltv should be delivered. 
But hardly had thi' noise ot the qu.intls lonie back 
U]>on the wind, hununmg in thai xseiglity Highl, 
when atioUier slighter ami l.etiu'f iioim suiceedcd 
to It, and the air was ilml. m the midst of the 
Cienevtsc line and behind it. \uth the little white 
plunu‘s of the yard-long .lrtow-^ lh.it h.id come at the 
right and clmsen nioiueul with < \.ut .urn at a range 
not expected and wntli tlx* )>l<•f]^loll that only long 
drill and habit can jiuxlme, rutting thiough the 
advaiKH: line ol the rross-bowini'ii, Hum began in 
their long, open order to flincli liete iint^ tin-re , lor 
one man hujTiedly rewmdiug his maclnni. would be 
another struck, another oowi-iing, ariothei, that h.ad 
flung his instrument tlow'n, flying out ol r.ingc before 
Die next volley ot the yaid-lorig ariows slunild sing. 
The need was immedute; the hVemh lords and 
tlieir King, cursing the (lOiievi^-. ciiaiged suddtnly. 
It wis the last of the great umpustiom-d charges 
which from Icoiiinin to thi*. day had di'Cided the 
warfare of ('hristendorn. 'Iwenty accidents made 
it fail, and in its failure diag clown the strength 
of the kingdom. 'Hie ('aith, still sixldni, clogged 
it; the force's bunched, inaecuratelv divided going 
without one* command, men pressing forward from 
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the nar to be in with the gallop and to strike a 
blow Iho biokin tlu flying, and Ibe disordeied 
Oeiu'vese win* •>•> many obstacles upon wludi the 
bie lioisf^ ‘'hunld '“tumble and lor pver\ horse so 
stumMin,;, oi lallmt’, i man weighted witJi ) si oi 
uou, l» ij ..ltd V t iiHM iinfMib'i! his Icbuws iiowding 
fivini belmid Ph' trout, lui'guiar even at the onset, 
was hop(.)( S‘,lv luokuj wa« lost. Here and there an 
indiMdiuI toi> up til. lull, iv-iptYl from the nush , 
suoh dul bill .ittoul an ueiei nurk lui the new volley. 
Foi n<*lit mlo ih.it ‘v< lt< r < anu' tlu second disc lunge 
«){ tlu airon-, nmrdiioish lalching the ht»rsi's m 
neok lud slinuldij and under the mailed tiontals 
and tJu Uv > bringnig Iheiu down, and men also 
bomduijrs III tlu ji ims ol tlu* atmour Alxivc the 
noise ot f.ilhug iintdl mil tlu shoiUing came now 
and then .1 sound mun iiov*l th( boom of little 
gup' rhf wlixli mih t1 «\nilusi<l ndiiig eddi^-d 
and whi'lid 11 nulhn (bsiiid to noi could it 
retieat but upon i1 il u, ch« ked the mass of its 
own tt»lU'v\ 1 '-, p.iois uid ivisjiits, and footmen, 
swanivfl mtcJKjmg to ml but noi aiding, and 
.if-.im, .iiid oi.c* nioH Ihni poilied into it the 1 xact 
and di'iiiohiud iiiovs Xoivlieie did any number 
01 liie (h.i t gmswoi (Is gdliomr logtther upon the 
crest by the lugh roid and Edward, watching from 
Jus null could '>!' In*- tuple bur unbioken evwy- 
wliU' Tud b'low It .dl down the slope his enemy 
rc/hf d jn fonfii'ion 

oiil> u|>on till' nght, where there is sleeper 
giound, liad Hu forfe> pluiih mid, and tliwe his 
son, th- bo\, .lud Hm'-o uiouiul him. wer? pressed 
for .>omc little time m a fntlco. But soon, though’ 
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Ihpy had sent for aid and hr had given none, he 
could soc them pressing forwaid. I fen alone did 
th(j English line advano’, and hen- in the last ruDy 
of the hrouch forces the bhinl Kmg <>{ UolKinia— 
when this English advance upon IIk* right liad 
already turned the camvige oi the mam Inio—rhaiged 
in a hopeless, single soil ol faslumi without hope of 
success or Reward, lus bridle tied to otlur bridh-s, 
hungry only to strike, and. of o.uise. vas kilkd. 
The King also wouhl h&tf attem])(t(l ifor hr had 
survived) some last, useh ■»>, blind .incl hnunis thing, 
but his gentlemen f(»ru‘(l liiin b.u k oiitwnnl .and 
nway from the fietd. and In* rinle and mde .ind rode 
nntil late that evening he l•Ulxk^d it rhe duoi of a 
gi'ent abbey in a W'(Xh 1, and vlieu tli< mo»ik^' poiter 
called tliroiigh tho lilUe wiil.et, “ Wiio knocks 
hcie ? " the Valois an-iwried m a drs]*.n'iiig way and 
loudly, “ The Foi lune '*f In ma " 

As that evoniny fell ujicm the litili' liolk.w in front 
of Ca'cssy town inmiy men nt :d>om \mi1i lanterns 
killing or ransoming tlxe wouyded. iM'diny ,it the 
.iimouries of the dead, and noiing the n.unes of the 
great Irfrds. T1 j(‘A' tyere many i:]ion-..iiHJs 1 ang ll us, 
pinned in their aimwiir among the - Iain md wouiukd 
liorses and gathered like a h.nvos! b\ tin virfois. 
Next day they buried th>’ dead, flw'\ gaMuT'd spinl, 
they burnt wnyekage, they li aril n.,i‘ ioi the souls 
of the fallen. With the U aiday du twi-ntj thou¬ 
sand, full of vu lory', resnnxHi tli'Ur rn.ii* h back upon 
the sea. 

In tins way was fouglit the ilm-t mid the most 
complete of (-1)0 many great aUions wliieh Jt.i\c 
covered the retreat of an army. 
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MARH) li), l|lj 


OnMauli jQliirio), 141 Tlini'1\ wliolnlihuiptd 
tlipCmwfiIn ht'wtn fi mi |jh i ii vi kiili tid,imilfoi 
vea^b^jot^, dull m till \bl) l (tuulm itWi Hint id 
H''wa«.piL‘iii<ilmth vtd illii d;\tli ii) mhli iliaM 
and wiicri'i), frgin (plfpLif fi tic la^i (d wlmij sii/nl 
Jiiniaslif*pti\(d otMi'cLh HKiitf ldi\iril Hiiine 
intheAliky Inlu tmo mi iiistkloit il tin diM- 

*vin b(t\i(‘(n pyji md TKh ii d In i wdiiit ulij’iom 
visionAHt* iiad itr* iiiu iti 1 il is 1 in i tiitxcd it with 

ApfH il\| in tl lud Mvstn tl (luij its i )ti li 

problems A1 lUihi tnin nw lidlhn tficial 

‘UpliUSsiiiii ol pliiloinpItlMl (iisnsi tl lk( III* (ikIi 
fional In oon umrdiijtDnis uimiit iii)i in)^ttd 
that lu> lutdv, on its u\ lo tiimi i! tn 1U n Hiiowit 
ovpi Itoard 
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w\R(n I'l. 

I 

T WO men, swoepin'» i kdiml Jjjat i.m between 
bt Stephen's and liio vm ip^-c ol the Abbey 
on T March morning sa^^ tli( Kiiii: pu b\ 
tie was ill a litter, .uid tin unt ini'. \suf drawn 
to sfucld him from tin i »l(l wind, 1 at ^Oiere they 
hinii^ loosely l>v the o Ih^ idnief ihi\ could! 
just s»*D a tdca upon i pillow It nas nii nvhil fate, 
icd, made iudeous bj ib^ i ( and tli“ ban md the 
ruin of expression wei'' tho < ot m ohl mm Die 
camets took rt tjuukly 1)\, an I roimil by tin hftle 
j?atc that was then into th*' Smth rni'‘'pt and 
as it passed tliroujih, out nf the imn mi h the sipn 
oi the Cross and lot»kcd hii'liun'd, ihf' oDki, who 
WiS'voungtr, laughed at him Viillai ol them 
was full giown when wa^ tin meat bitra\al of King; 
Richaxd, but they wtrt (nil of tin tiaflitioii of the 
common people, kiiowinti \ti^ will ihil usurpation 
and the denial ot right «ul Hulmnent-. md the rest 
were good for gi eat bids but itilfoi tjnd'fiotk So 
thi'ywent on sweqiing ihf kuiml tin Manh wind 
howled down the alb^ .uid wiusdid past the 
splendid biiltri'ssi's of tht y\bb<v. Veiy hu,h npin, 
the pure air, in the nanow stnp ol sky In-lwcen tlie 
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high walls of the Palace and of the Minster, birds 
were wheeling and poising themselves against the 
Hind. 

The cider sweeper said to the yonngc-r after a 
little (first looking round to see that no master 
could ^vatc[l him ceasing from his labour): “ Parson 
Tylle will have at him to-day! " and he chuckled. 

" Would G(k 1 poor pii«;sts would never shriv^e great 
lords I ■* 

The younger m;ni said that come go<id, come ill 
to greuT. lords, it was always ill for God's flock, and 
that for ills part all paisons were one to him. and 
he believed no* a word they told him, Having 
sworn to this by the Mother of tkKl, Iw went on 
sweeping. 

But, inside, the South Transept, where it was 
much wanner and quite silent and dark, the King 
lay for a wliile in his litter and groaned; then he 
bade them take Iiim forward again whitlit-r he Iwd 
to go. But just as the lour men laid hold of the 
lundlos and the nian-at-aruLS struck the tombs 
beneatli with his staff, and as the King within 
groaned at tlie pain any mo\ement gave him, ho 
thought suddenly of another “thing, and askci|, a,s 
loudly as lii^. disease and wcakiioss would j^erinit, 
whore, if anjuvliere, the Blessed Sacrament was ■■ 
reserved tliat day. Thii man-at-arms walked for¬ 
ward to look if there were a light, ajid coming back 
he said it was reserved at the Hi^ Altar for some 
purpose, although this was not a feast. 

*' Then,” said Heiuy, ” you shall not c^y me 
past, but I must pray,” 

So, when liis litter was before the gate of the 
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Clioir, they set him down again, and to the wonder 
of one at least of his carriers, who was an up-country 
man and to wlioxn the custom was nut known, the 
King made a full obeisance to the ground. Then 
he m<^tioued them to bear him forward again and 
groaned. So they took liim till they came to the 
shrine of Kihg Edward. There lie laiclt as best 
he could—'but with vast difficulty—and prayed. 

The fniits of life are eaten as they come ; they 
had all of thorn passed from his hands; the long 
mcinorv of examples ncgU'Cted. tlio great trailition 
of that shrine, a tradition lie had dxspised. weighed 
upon liim and addixl a dreadful fervour to his prayer. 
The most of it was a repx'tition of tJie set forms in 
which he trusted, but through thcni there ran in his 
mind one major note of a])peal, in-sistent, dominat¬ 
ing all, that he might roach Jerasalom ; for Death is 
never soon, however near. I ie had carefully hoarded 
gold : he had spared neither hiinst'lf nor others, nor 
the blood of the poor in the matter, nor tlieir Imnger, 
iiur the position of great priucts;. But he had still 
in the last months (Ue imploi ed his G«h1 to reinemher ' 
it) gathered gold to gpld, and all for tliat good work 
at Jerusalem ; and 4 Ji his agony he remembered the 
prophecy that if God w'onid not accept that ufferiug 
nor permit him to see the Tomb of the Lord, then it 
sliould be a sign that his owm soul was reprobate. 
The gri^t treason he had done and all that liad 
sprung from it—unkiiightly fear of the powerful, 
his evil cruelty to whatex'er of the pack ran separate 
from the rest, liis ceaseless intrigue wliich de¬ 
stroyed all liiat fine youthful courjige which he had 
boasted in tiie saddle before he stooped to betray— 
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all this, the ruin of his earthly honour, Would drag 
him down to Hell. 

Evai as he thus prayed in despair and yet in sup¬ 
plication the attitude overcame him. The disturb¬ 
ance of liis posture atTecti^d his sense, his Jiead swam, 
and he was falling when Itis servants ran and raught 
him as he hi!. They took liirn quite unconscious 
inlo the AlAxjt’s rooms. There, after sope hours, 
he opened his eyf^ and found the world again, and 
knew t]»at hU doom l»ad not yet come. 

They Jiad sent for his confessor whil® hft lay in 
that fit, and the man was tJiac, Parson Tylle, full 
of his duty. and. like a true cleric, alone possessing 
the courage to a])}>roach the repulsive figure, It 
wfis appalling not so much fr<nn the horrible condi¬ 
tion of the skin as from tiuit contrast which, thank 
Heaven, is but roixiy seen between the externals of 
age and the absence of maturity in the soul; for 
though I'hmry was far from fifty, nay, but forty-five, 
the hands, the h*rchead, Ihc eyes, and all the rest 
were those of a man broken by the last process of 
years. 

His confessor still urged him, and he waS willing 
to repent, In what romained^of his voice he gave 
just counsels for his son .'uid forThe new r^igh ; but 
in the matter of his cluef crime he saw noisette, and 
to every admonition that he sfiould make reparation 
he could only find the answer that rq>arafion was 
not in liis power. Tlie tiling had struck toot and 
was l>eyon(i him. He loft it to his linkage. And 
he saw that for his part he »'as willing, but that his 
lineage would not bevir the abandonment of tlie 
Crown; Whether, as dying men may do, he saw how 
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that tff'ASon which Iwl tikcn icwit, \Mm1d bt'dj other 
bb'jsom m the end—^midnfss and io»s (»f tmpue, 
cltfi it a\il war, and, at last tlie (. dinclion oi lus 
House there IS no rtiord H( )iv th<re lonfesst'd 
\ to whit lie could toiil»>ss, ami ibMihtd in such 
tlmif.') IS lh( V h.ul thf’]K)vnI i* abioKi lum in ind 
till UjiiHtmg lerusaJim Ills wi ikmss inncased 
\c(\ quuUy. and in a httl* wink lit dud 
# * * * » « 

1ht> Wfmld bm\ him lu ( mt'ibntv not dt 
UiiidsoT whub Wis tfM) kuiU> not but in \Vest- 
nniislu, 'Vhfi»* he bul loiojiMui tht Kin'' hl^ 
loii'.in vhoin he had tu jhiIuI and nuitleud to 

Jii 

lo take th b<Ki^ to (jit(iliui\ thi\ put it 
ship in tht limn niltb nn-vlti ' •itm^' 
lor int turn of tin titU dioppul i an it li i bs 
iiylit iidviuj* Ki'lnd ijm n Ui ad with o'iiti 
I U{,o the first ol lh> Ian Htiun-' 

Unt wlirn the\ ^ot lo ulitn tin \i\n biniltns 
ind a vessel fust Inb tin lump tonnn ni bom tht 
Swin tht wiTid fitditnti liu ilu hfKid 

VI IS now a^unst them ib nii'.lu m m {ktiI 
lie and lus tnw anti nun in pml U m v 1 i\( i 
ft ai of the dead 

When, thcftfore mnn lioins 1 tu (livv had 
sattly landed and Uit totlin tiid bmi l«ine Mith 
qiul pomp to l)e Imt muhi llu j'otiitnm of 
*^1 Tliotn'ts, and wlitn iflii tlu nr.iiimnil, the 
townspeople want oh to <lnnl tot tin 1 oiu man 
t)f lb it cathtcUal < it\ look wnb Inni lo ilunh at the 
'* Kiy'" i sailor whom he kmw »ind wlnist con- 
veisdtion he hoped would laist Im 1 ni tlu esttem 
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Jin 1r ■’* fo' the 

i™,;:; ii:r “ '— 

W 1 < full iif .i!(, Iiml ii;i,M,m.me Wd with il jJl 

' '"I'''’'’"‘“t" ■^'”1 "■’k''! (''('iiinf! h,i,l IjH,,, 
the wiilui s,tw In („ t,U them this t,ile. Thai in ihe 

pl>' ' the mehl (thn'all remeiiibered V'J ) 

le anr eeiiam i,iiiiii,iihoiis, whiw lujn,^ i,, 

*1, thu ludii,., h;hleii„| It 

n«r of ,,,iv part i,„, kKUishiuicd 

i.r;i a:,:.* .... 
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}\\\ 

ill Ilf PCMid (I Ww 1 iSih fifrt it Inn ports 
(tlif Vrnmli) friiKl W(i ifi iil tnin spiin mj hriiiv 
(imp fioinllji VflJiiitiii(i I iinul 11 ]ti(l li) it (h 
111 (Ilf 1 i£[iis 111 whh I II w t nu^iiuit I niK in tlit 

K ival Frilifi U Vidijit \\fifn rniinl i i^dd ^ t> ilu 
()at( oi uihiig 




THE FAMILIAR 


MA.r I5H8 

AMONG those wlio advi&.’(] the Court of Madrid 
/\ under Philip IT. was a man of sin^ailar temper, 
already elderly, a noble, but of the meaner sort, 
very proud, j)0t'r and trustwl by but a few. Never¬ 
theless the King would continually send for his ad¬ 
viser, and he was called '* The Familiar." It was 
now many years gone by—when he was secretary 
to a rather fatuous cousin of Iris, a bisho[>—a debate 
with regard to the irrigation of tli<’ Valley of Daioca, 
where the Crdwii had lands. aroM*. and he had main¬ 
tained against all expert opinion that a certain dam 
would not hold, and in fact the dam broke the week 
after. From this he jxisscd to many other instances 
of judgm^t, giviii^ no reasons for his conclusions 
and perhaps liaving none; but once and again upoa , 
fliatters nidre and more important, pronng ahvayl 
so inspii^ that men began to be a little afraid of ^ 
him. 

i 

When, therefore, the fixed determination of the 
King to send a fleet to transport troops from Flan¬ 
ders against England Itad matured, and the fleet 
was waiting in Lisbdn Harbour to sail, he could not 
but be summoned, to name the clay tliat would be 
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lucky (or sott^n^» out Hi> coiulu«iion wa®. 
enough He would n.mie no date. He conflenmul 
the expahtion altogothci 

Upon a nullir ^ nnpfntant and so iirgiiit, ono 
on which the Ciown was so h\ed, and one in wliuh 
such cuormou-. mone^ mtcifst had .dicady giown 
up. his opposition did nothing but ixasjicrali 
Nevertheless he mauitanud it, and he maintained it 
against all icason \U stood iesi>eiljully (iiougli 
beside tin Coiimil Boaid (at winch he had no light 
to -vit) li( wis di snd all in blick, with white lac«’ 
at histJmut iiid wiists flu splcndoui of the lomn 
to whidi in hid Uiii aiiiJiuoned had madi his 
Js»f»latcd figu.i tin moie outslanchng, his <nct 
poslur« b'tou all lint aatid "laiidiur singled him 
out foi a lutl* siipnsfjtioii, and \iry much oppi'M- 
tJon Ilictatcktic lus foiMn now giown old and 
a ( aidtnal loil cd at linn ova his shouldtr, i ilKd 
him bv his (lijislt m 11 iiiu .uul said . “ Aguii'*! ilit 
Govtluriiuii itid tinii <Innklcd \ii old 

Duke on tJu tippt-n. ^kU «>( tin ribh With a jieaw, 
avaiuious 1 m » a ni in mIjo stotul t«i make fne tiiou- 
sandmou iiitln 'fpupnnut ol Un tiaiisixtrts, looked 
at Inrn witn inlnd Joi he km a the |)Owci of the 
moll s rmn pioi’iHjm* m< nts njion the keon and de¬ 
cisive but sonuwliit snptrstunms, imagination of 
tin King lln Kin,., jutlud, witthid hinf^with an 
('pit‘•Mon V( ry dillin til (n»in tli it the late ol 
anv ol In toumiiltii- hn vhiio in >tnn( things ht 
wismmb siijv ijor to tilt in ill, in 'A.i-aputo dilleuiit 
houi th( type ol nieriantik nolnlity tliat senTtl 
lum. Ik wa*' above dl a dtvotid man. and a viiy 
soldier)) one Moieover tljcie was betwetn him 
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aiKl lus dark advisor, this Familiar, a very strong, 
s< (Tot, and undefinable bond, partly of good service 
n ndorod, but much nioic of a similaritv in character. 
I'or each was direct, each ol rapid judgment, each 
somewhat mournlul. 

Tin' F.uuibai spoke .igain. shaking his head. “ T 
eai) only tell you what T have told you,” he said. 
'■ You have asked foi my word and 1 liave given it.” 

A sailor there present, a very refim-d, femmiiie 
soil uf man, lolling bock in his gii'at diair of state, 
>aid in a delicate iionii.d voio'* “ II.ivc you so 
laucli as seen the sea ’ ” 

The Fanuluu colour*d a little; he had not. 
Mmv laughwl, till Philip hmkt'd up sternly , then 
It.imng lorward himstlf o\ei the t.Uile, in an earnest 
wav. atid giving this strjuget h’llov' all his titles 
with gieat <**mrtesy, he said * ' Tell me, the Kmg, 
as you have told me lx foie, as \ou told me ui the 
mallei (jf rny marnage thcic, whether it is indeed 
your fixr'd ^^ptn^on.” 

The stranger did not laise his he.ul; he iUiswcred 
iti a very’ low voice : ” 1 cannot hut repeal it.” 
Philip sighed and leant baikw.ints, wth a hand 
on eitJier ann of lus throne. A Ht nc wlio h.id been 
his tutor,'and wh»s'had survived to ix* present at 
tlu'sc Councils of State, stixxl up, and iH'gged leave 
to i;pc*ak, The Kmg midded to hiui .ind he bigan : 

” 1 huyp ftlw.tys s|X)k**ii ih'atK since vour child- 
JuhkI, ami you are to*‘ gieat to tx' angeied by what 
1 shall say; which is, (h.il the dignity of your 
re.dm, .md of yom po-.ses-.um -half the world, as I 
iiu\ s.iy, in numlieis, and imu h mote tlian half the 
woild m glory'—foibid y<m, or should hulnd you. 
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from indalgencp of thi^ kind AD is phtnlv known, 
thr naintf of the campaign, out pohcy upon the i'-ue 
of that rampaign and the necessitv for it. it it i'- ill 
policy for tlie strong to attack the very weak —and 
it 1 . so m gfiuraJ vet th».re aie timis when this in¬ 
glorious thing must be done, Howi ver contcniptibl-* 
One’s opponent, a iie^iple rivilise<i and grc.it, wbo^e 
mission unikr God it is to bang order and peace to 
the Chiisti.m world, cannot put up with petty piracy, 
striking at ana <h>tiubing oui va^-t and settled (otn 
Till roe, and uusupjiorted. remember, by any Pi nice 
in Knropj* 'Viid I wonKl implore you. with whal 
authority I iiave, to foiget altogether your wt ik- 
ncbS 111 ihc m liter of tliis min. to do at emee whal 
c.innot !)(' jm^tponed foi more tlian a few days, and 
to sign the onlcr ’’ He •-at down. 

“ Admiral,” said th(‘ King ‘ have you nothing 
to say'*” ihc Admiral slirugged Jus shoulders 
” I do not H'o whal \ou ran say in such a mattei 
everything is caliuliblo, we know TJlr elemmts 
of the ah m , llien cannot lie an appreciable opposi¬ 
tion, iiid wc OIL all diculofl, twenty times, that it 
is worth while Whether it was worth while was 
(but thdl was months ago) thebnly question.” 

“ How do they tight'' ” said fne King, 

The e;ailoi was interested at once He pat his 
hands upon the table and went uitq details with 
ze.d “Ihey fight ^ust as their character would 
kad one to tlunk , they don t come close . they are 
astonishingly quirk, and they love a light vessel 
They raid. They ciepimd, as I suppose ail pirates 
do, on gun file. They carry ndiculously heavy 
guns for tlnar small boats. But the whole tiling is 
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n.iKomEf and worrying, h fighting. They 
li.ivc n() formation, it's wciy ship tor its»'If They 
lunl '.omotlung o( ioinntion under H(Hiry, but 
tlicil’s ill gone IJieu gun liie’s vcrv goofl, but 
Unu's uo oidej a))out it. You (,m Ik (ertaiii you 
will itevn havi 0 touveiging fin horn siveiol at 
oiue Tlio whole thiug’*- lundom . . . Wlul you 
would e'cpect * " 

A' he was i.dicmg thir th* (aidm-il iml the old 
l»uk' wi'u iM(h ol ih(m nodding .uid wnii 

i])pr«nal, anti the (rudauil jn\t wiiliout 

Umm "You sp'.ih with pudi“"lonal knowledge, 
\<lunral ’ -th(‘j boweil to i ehollid - uid we dll 
a. 11 pi you! ex]«n t < oiu lU'Uui 

ihe King mtennjiM di-rph ‘'\ou mian, 
\dnmal. tlu v can 1 nd a haibrnir (.i> lh(\ Ium ) 01 
liaia-.' stidgghrs, an 1 would 1« 'link incvpibU of a 
ill- 1 aetirm 01 , of ij-'Tioivh iiui-mea 1« i\> Inn ’ " 

11k Adinuai smiled with i uimol fil\ uucie 
(onleinjit, ami wa\nl till vn\ tlOJJ.^Ha^ with < 
his hand 

I wa^ alioul to s.t\," aid the (aidiii.U moje 
pompously, “ that wh.il tin Adunuil li.i told us 
thoixmghly ngi'‘<'s with wliii vw laynuii know, liotii 
(Jiose of us wIk), hfet' niysell lian* done woik lor tlie 
Lruj>ue m Eng) uid whith I did as a m nrigii man - 
and tlfObC of us who know iU( \»kut imlv a-s 4 ndtnts 
01 I'ven by repute. Ilu whok liainiwi-rk uf then 
st.K.u’tv hdsgone to pioi IS They an rotten tlirough. 
No two men think alike ou the most uig- nt matters, 
their towns decline, thru population is faUiug. 
Much of then land Iws jiassed to .idvcntureis who 
waste It openly. As for the bastaid wlio jiretenUs 
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. to rule them, one cannot tell how few support her 
claim. The.whole thing is a‘terror, and even her 
'creatures are as much the slaves of fear as tlie^' are 
of avarice. Nations fall sick and they recover, or 
the sickness endures and they die. England is past 
praying for. They liavc attempted here and tlicrt; 
to rule the lieathen, which is the test of a people, 
and they have failed ; they can nowhere fix their 
power upon lanfl outside their own boundaries; 
they have lost all tradition and respect; the whole 
thing is a welter; it is a sort of iilccr to be cut out 
of Euro[x\ Dangerous only as a poison, not as an 
armed enemy.” 

Then, looking -at his cousin again over his shoulder, 
he said : ” You w(^rc with me just after my return 
when Henry was alive, and you remember my 
speaking of some sort of order. And th^ tlie man 
had character, I Ix-lievc you arc* basing yourself 
on that memory.” The Familiar shoyk his head. 
■' Wdl, anyhow J believe that experience impressed 
you unconsciously; (•ver;v'thing has gone from bad 
to worse since. In Flanders even then (we said) 
they had not niucli of an army—^imagine their doing 
a thing like that to-day !'/ ^ 

The Duke opposite leant back and laughed 
heartily. 

” Sm'ely it is waste of time,” he said. * You can 
do nothing witlt a propJiot. I can understand,” ho 
added with sfjrious hypocrisy. '• a wdl-foundcd 
objection on the financial side ” (he bowed to tlie 
Treasurer, w'h<» hjoked more sedemn than ever, for 
he was a fool), ‘‘but mere prophecy!—why, the 
thing ib actually done. It is only a question of 
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to-day, or to-monow, or next week And," he 
.icldcd gravely, thinking of his five thousand, " every 
di) means money.” 

Philip looked up, but the man m black stiU stood 
client ” You can go ” said tin King 

The Familiar pasvd thiough the great carved 
(loor of the loom, and went down the niaible stairs 
into the biazmg light of the couitvard Wlien he 
had gone tfidc was '.ih ncc foi a little while, and m 
all save th« King .1 feeling relief, as though some¬ 
thing urn anny had htxn iU\i»ed fiom tlieir piesence, 
so that they could breathe again But the King fcM: 
a u hole five minutes sit inng b( foi 1 liim with 
eiujitv hands The (aribiid puJucl a pauhnient 
tim ii<is him* h< caiut baik lioin his nveni and 
Mgiud it with th<* }»ioud ionnuli 01 Spam “ f the 
King.” 

• ««*«* 

Wlien Philip '0 signed a hm) Older in (o.mal 
tlu rule of tliat strut (<mrt dnninded that ail 
shnulti nsf and makt <»lni-.int( 1<i him The 
Coiiniil roa', tlie la\nKn uUii thui fund' upon 
tlu lull the cldKswitli himl*^ toldul sihiUd 
thim and went oijt doru Mlun In hid gom out 
OIK looked >Klv at auotlitr «md tlun tint* vas a 
geriTal loud hnigh, not virv pha^mg ro th( King’s 
old tutor, but lu irty m iP tlu ust fhev lose 
goiu! humouiullv. jolng togOhfi and oni of them 
'•ivly tappwl Ins foil hi ad, but onb ^o that a xery 
TUai friend could him. and eicn lliat Inend re« 
)>ioved the gesture 

T’]U)n May 19 01. as wc should sjv. the 29th— 
the Armada saded. 




THE “ARK-ROYALL” 

jUIA 27 (oK AS Wl. SllUUb s\Y, Al(.(hl 7), 15S8 

Tbo vi», diiiW), lh( ttilli th( Vr* 

jnadi, lia fl ik>1iJ|' r»f liic 1 iifTii .L 1 n'd Aili 11 il, {I i-id'- 
iiHii iiiit of (lie H(jw.aul 1 Umili net'ii'\ n>\\i\iry 
l<i>uulnl Uk(u li mi uii Uiiiuti 
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|in 27, 

T lfU Straits of F)ov(r, wlitn one approaches 
them horn tU e.ist, an lik( flu* mouth of a 
gnaf nve], nor do tlnv nn hiai that aspect moie 
Ih.u) at suns('t. when i) ow n in mid stream and 
the (lav has breu deal, one sun (juite dose upon 
either hajid not ten miK^ ott e.uh way, file high 
lands of ciihei slion ihosi lughlan(K luam lung out 
wan> till they arc lost on tlu hon/on .is might be 
lost (he ‘‘prcdcling highland" of an (stuaiv 
ff the stieam be at tin d)b Ihi illusion is en- 
haiicoct foi one seis the pounng nut of tlie flood in 
the wav tlint u nvu slionhl eo it is ihui not ditti- 
(ult to joiget the Noith Sc i Ixlmul one, and to 
imagine, a" one drills down lh( mid diamid toward*! 
the colour in the t)ji1 oiu. ^ ‘till unbraced by 
the land, and th.it om* is only |u-t now "x ttmg out 
to sea. IV sun hioadtn-. into .i long bill of lia/e 
befoic it touches the lioi»/ou, and tlu lieht of it 
ciilchos either line ol clifls. It si'iins a viry ptMCi"* 
fill sea. 

July 27i I5ii8. vas oi this kind. The sim was 
setting beyond the shoals of the I'aiiie .md all llie 
gieat roundeil of Spaaush ^hlps were dustered m a 
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1 

gioup froTn Ot wioz eastward, Lomin^ np very slois-lv 
against the tide they ‘ailed above an ea^y holding- 
groniui not f.ti hom tlie Trench land. The 
bulk ol ti.ins{«)]ts, high foiward and astern, cast 
long shadows upon thi- calm ; if was the meiest 
breath ol wind that uisiuhI tlie Armada on, or 
rather. ]ust held it against the stiong coastwise 
streatn. WIkn the last of them and the slowest 
had passed oul'-ule the shoals that clu'^tei under the 
steep ol (tjmu 7 Ihf rattling ot chains began tlirough 
the cUai and silent .nr, thfre were signals both 
With bugle and with bunting a gun was fired, and 
the wide fli'i t diojjjnd anchoi in fifteen tathom and 
rode, every slnp wiUi its bows upstream and on ry 
high i>oop in the bla/e of the sunset It was Sat- 
uiflay evening All week long they had crawled 
and Ix'at^n np the fliaunel and all week long the 
little English craft with their much henvnr ortillerv’ 
had stood tin icfOil of then own f'reat guns and had 
peppertd tlw (neniy fiom well out ot range; and 
one ship the Spinirtnls had lo-t try collision so that 
she lagged <in<i Diakc c.uiglit bei, full of gold, and 
another a traitor had hied, and this also, or the 
chaired hull: of it, had been towed into an English 

hcill'OUT. 

1 lie {ord Admiral of England all that week had 
followed ju the Ark-Royali. He had toUow<*d them 
bj’ dciv and by iiigbl; all tlic. hours a man can see 
to hn he ordered the intermittent eannoiiadfi, and 
now upon tins calm evening, with the nortlierly 
hr<e^ gone w’estwaid and dying down, he and Ins 
came up be tween the .Spaniaids and the sun. They 
also cast anchor just out of range, and fiom beyond 
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the Straits from round llu* North Fonland cauiK 
thirty more Irom London and joined the* Ime. 

It was sofMi dark Ix»ng beioie nudmjiht the 
I'lcitt l)cgan to srAjnfj’, th<‘ smalkr 1‘ngh'li 
cuijung quiokiv round to liu bubbfritr ot the flood 
tide as it s’aiiUtl round Giisne/. tlK hi^yi spajnsh 
trail sports catdmiK the stre.uu mi'ii alouly, but at 
Ust tut nod also east and wt >t t*» the tlhuiyi' ol tlie 
scM, and with the turn of llu tuU tin wind lose, 
though 4t hrst but little, and bh'u »U uliK out of 
the wtsl and Siiuth in a gtnile iud umsuiiit manner, 
and the sky doudi'd. The bt.icv>ii iijjon Povei difl 
Hicki’iefl oh to the west iiid flu noithw.iid ; one 
could stc lionhres or ihe glai<* oi lluin .igainst the 
sky ot the 'Wo.ild, and tiait- v\\.i{ mon Jiglib tiian 
usu«d paisiiig up and dovvu the Liipli'li sliore. 
Upon the Fimcli, the tall l'hu<)-. ol t ilais .diJiie 
shone over Ihe matsliy Hats Oiisu«/ wa a huge 
lumj' against tin d.uku«ss J»ii{ dl tht siiilue of 
the sea was dotti^i with tlic lamps ot th- th < ts and 
the broken water was fuQ ol glmU and lelltx- 
tionb. 

In Dunkiik, a vciy low miles uj) the shoie, waited 
that army w’hicli, if m any nianiu i it could liave 
cr(js»sed the day’s'inaieli ot sdt w.mr, would have 
raised the Cathobc north of Juigland, occupied tin* 
indiifeient south, ami held Loudon--to ihc {X)ra 
plele reveisal of the late of luiropc I urtho; sLiU 
up coast, at Nieupott, wao their ics<i\c. It was 
inidmght .uid jiast midnight; the Sunday raoming 
had begun, and the wind, Uioppmg a little north¬ 
ward and unartam, but m gi'iioral a Iirtlc south of 
west, blew m gusU that > 00 x 1 jonitd to hall a gale. 
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T^e sea rose, and along the line of the sand and tinder 
the dark stet‘p beyond, the long white line of breakers 
was very clear through the darkness. ; 

Aboard the Ark-JivyaJi the Lord Admiral Howard, 
the landsman, took counsel and did as he was told. 
They took eight sliips of the worst, cleared them 
and stuffed them with all manner of bumablo and 
missile things, they put in barrels of pitch and of 
powder, great stones and round shot, beams of 
dry wocjd and slack cordage. They warped them 
round in the difficulty and tossing of that w’eatlier 
till they pointed up stream, and they set square 
sails on each that the wind should catch them, so 
that with the gale and the flood tide together 
they migtit bear down upon the Spanish Fleet. 
Tiiose derelicts were liold by warps from the 
stem, and the siiUs so set strained the warps too 
pow'crfully until the signal W'as given. Then, with 
great despatch, the last men left aboard touched 
fire to matches in twenty places upon one or the 
other, and tumbled over the side. Tbe strands that 
held them were cut, and as the first flames leapt 
from theii- decks tbev can'cred before the wind 

« 4 

against the Armada. It was abopt two o'clock in 
the morniiig. ' 

From the Ark-Royall, at the head of the Eoglisii 
line, was a siglit nt)t .seen again in history. The 
conflagration burnt up enormous, clear and higli, 
blaring first from the stems of the fircshi|» and 
showing the square sails brilliant red against the 
night. The gale blew the flames bt^fore 'it in broad 
sheets, and one could hear the roaring of tJiem 
even against the wind.. Down weather that float- 
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ing town of Spanish galleys shone out as the i3read- 
ful light came near; the tumbling and foaming 
sea in a circle all around was conspicuous in the 
strong glare, and the sliape of every wave was 
marked dearly for a cable's length arouTjd. 

The Armada awoke. Among the thousands who 
crowded the decks, impeding the haste of the 
sailors as they ran to let the anchors go, were many 
who remembered that same awful sight upon the 
Schddt three years before, wlum the fireships had 
di»f43n against Parma’s boom. There was no time 
for tlie slow work of the capstans; men took axes 
and Ixacked at the cables foiw'ard ; the canvas was 
run up as might be in such a medley, and the mon¬ 
strous bulks paid round in very varied manner, 
confused and hampering one another as their head- 
sails, with the sheets Wd a weather, caught the 
gale. Not a few, on whom loo inucli had been set 
or too hastily, careened a inomrnl dang«^rously to 
leeward, then recovorcrl; there wore shouts every¬ 
where, imd a bal^I of ordem; men running with 
fenders to hang over the sides, as one big wall of 
wood or another surged up loo near in the dark¬ 
ness ; at last alJ^ were turned and free, and the 
herd of them went driving before the south-west 
wind along that perilous sliore. The men on the 
Ark-RoyaU and the Lord Admiral, w'atching from 
the height of the rail, cursed to see no fireship get 
home. Tlie set 'of the scas'and the slant of the 
wiiud drove one after another upon the flat stretches 
of the beach, and there they burnt out, bumping 
higher and higher as the tide rose along the flat.% 
and to their burning was added dull explosions as 
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the fur redUirJ thtir pDwder But the SpauiJi 

tiw't Wiis 

'flit Atk Rnvall also \v(.j^diP(3 anchor and .ih hu 
sibteis uilli lui to takt U|» tlul lon(» (hast, again 
It ^otintd tJi.il tlu alUmpt hid failed hut vitJi 
the wpjtlui tint w.is to lx. and the poit oi em¬ 
barkation pi') ttl tlu invasion vould iievi-r come , 
this I'-Kijif! Ji<i'l >vtn ml.iiTilv civtnl Iwtorc the 
%tonn^ iiioiiiiug bn^ki Uvoiid the m.irsht** of the 
hm lands 

* y X x X » 

Tli.u wa- 111 iifimu* all ovoj luaMii Ix'torc it was 
da>, .md t'lt mging VN.ini wa«. a htUe tamed b\ 
uTlar.ut ol > till llu light guw dully through 
the lunoi.-) \\( itli I till’ h}).iiii h Inu was statleicd 
twHitv mil Umait ol tlu J1 jiduj shoti*; their 
leading slu)-) lould s(< thf opining <>( Ostend, liiur 
Ligg.ird \\»r< '•till i.ii v\('t ol Nunpoit and tieai 
their luiiu oi llu incht Oft (xiavclints th< long- 
langc irtill*n of lie I'.iigush c<iught liieiti In 
ot tlu t'dt uuh lint TalluHl to flu '•ouild of 
thi canii'in iiul all that Sunday long llie guiii 
aiisucin) » uh >ilht‘i without a panst, but the 
fnghsh had tlu latigo atul the wuitlur, and the 
gig^t'iu >p.nn Ii fihtu , leannig away liom the 
bla^t idiot di )rl o/ high while the English bioad- 
Mdes, 1( uiine dovMiw..rd uiH towaid tho mark, 
pf'ainj 111 an uiuiate fjic; those smaller vessels 
also Uiimd will iruj xjuickly (ven m such a sea. 
iiukiiij,' ol tliciiisilvis a changing taiget, but hav¬ 
ing hv d raigit' 1 m Ion them m the lumbenng 
nuissi's of thiir op}K>nents 'llu success of Ihiir 
gunucr> lint them hardihood, and the more dai- 
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in^j would swepp quite rlo^f to tltc Spiini4 sides 
diul slu'oi oif apdtn, so was Diakos -.Itip chiefly 
struck. Had he chown he iiurIit 1mv( ,uoidd 
.inv Mich offence and have done hh wnik at fujl 
range and in safety, but he wa-. worm to it, and the 
dancing maiifuivK pkastfl him. He v\as hulled 
loitv times, but lit M\ain. 

Wdien the night fell this running InunK'ss had 
got off the inoutli of thi Si In Idt I In wind backed 
a bttlc and blew strongti but no longu tuwanl the 
bind; the great Atmada lan nurtliwti i before it 
into the midst of a wad* mug m i, and mj uj) and 
away, and an cud to till giiat i runt in 

Jm the men of the liW\*ev//'/ hilinh had com¬ 
manded ailtliat success) did imt know it^guatnt^S 
and the Lord Adnui il, back in imit lioni initlmg the 
tiiomv past the hitli, wa-> ft ulul oi thtn utiim, 
and wuotc to Walsinghaiu “Sit, ^iiu inod, sme 
find. A kingdom is a great WMgei Sn, you know 
setnrily is dangerous” 

He might have spued lu" ink, the tlnng was 
done. 




THE APPRENTICE 

JANIHKY 2 () (or, As SUOUO SA^, IlHRl \K\ lO), 


thdrlc* 1 ttis fvcttl d 'HI thr flj\ n, n (tfidd 
nutaifV tin Hf iiul \^ruil H oi fti j) Hi I WliiuJiall 
baDijUdiug Uall, at lorn m Nk dtutn n 




THE APPRENTICE 

JANUARV 29, 1649 

M en wer<? well into the working week; it was 
a Tuesday and apprentices were under the 
hard eyes of their masters throughout the City of 
London and in the rarer busiiKs^ places that el¬ 
bowed the great palaces along Ihe Strand. The 
sky was overcast and the air distastelully cold, nor 
did anything in the lanclscafn- s^'cin colder than the 
dark band of the river under liiose colourless and 
lifeless January clouds. 

Whether it wea' an illusion or a redity. one 
could have sworn that there was a soil of silence 
over the houses and on the fainiliis of the pt-ople; 
one could have sworn that m(‘n spoke in • lower 
tones than was their custom, and that die streets 
wer^ ftinptiei*. The trial and the sentence of the 
King bad pul all that great concourse of men into 
;the very’ presence of Death. 

The day wore on; the noise of the workmen 
coukl be heard at the scaffold by WhitehiiU; one 
hour was gilesscd at and then another; rumoui’s 
and flat assertions were busy everywhere, esjiaially 
among the yotiiig, and an :apprentice to a harness- 
maker in the W^ter Lane near Essex House knew 
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not what to believe But ho was determined to 
choose his moment and to slip away lest lie should 
miss so great a sight The tyranny of the army k( pt 
all the city m doubt all day king, and allowed no 
news, none the Itss, from before noon theie liad 
begun a little gathenng of people in WTutehall, 
round the scaffold at which men were still giving 
♦he last strokes ol the hammer Somewhat aft**! 
noon a liorscshoe of ra\ airy assembled in their 
long cloiks and iimous tall tivUtaii iiats, they 
stood ranki d witJi '^words drawn, all round the 
platform Thai hoises shifted unca-sily in the 
C'jld 

The h ITn(-.s-maker s ajiptentice found lus opjxir 
tunitv lus was ralkcl to the door foi an 

order horn \iuul(l llou'-e, am! Ihi lad Mt his 
bench qnukly, pid as he wa- without hat oi cod, 
in the bittir wiatlui ind dailuig through tlu* 
side door un down tluoigh tlr Water Gate and 
down It t* |>s t<» till tivii Tlic tide wa> at tlie 
flood ui 1 111 lUHln s Ixiat lay mooied fit cast 
her off ind pilltd rijiiiDy up the line of gardens 
backiiif. wiUr wb»n he «.aim to the public stairs 
ju?t bt\oiid VMiitdnll Hue b* quickly tied the 
puutrr ind lan up bieithU-.s to \\1iitcludl Gale, 
feaiing be might havi missed lus gnat expectation. 
H( wis in anipk tini'' 

ft wa ptiiuji' hdfpid thifi oMock when he 
got tlnougi' the gdt and found limisdf m the press 
oi pcoph I ar off to thr Ufi, among the soidieiy 
that lined the ivimu from the Park to the Mall, 
an'l so to ‘•t j hum’, a continuous roll of drums 
burdi ned the still an 
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The crowd was not very large, but it filled the 
space iroin the gale to the scafiold and a little 
l)evon<l, ^ve wliere it was pressed outward by tlie 
ring ol cavalry. It did not overflf)W uito the wide 
spaces of the park, though tlic-»e lay open I0 White¬ 
hall, nor did it run up towaids (’haring Cro'-s beyond 
the Hanquetiug Hall. 

TJic apprentice was not so tall as the. men about 
him; he strained and ellx>wed a little to sc‘c, and 
he was sworn at. He could make out the low 
scaffold, u large platfonn all draped in black, with 
iron .staple'^, and a niiling lound it; it covi red the 
last three blank windows ol While hall, running 
from the central casement until n met the brick 
house at the north end of Die stone work ; there the 
brickwork beneath one ol the wtulows had been 
t.iUen out s<> as to give .icciss through it fioni the 
floor within to the scatlold on the sdtnc level wth- 
out; and whispers round told the apjireulicc, 
tliough he did not know how mu< h to trust them, 
that it was through this hastv o^.tiss that the King 
would appear. Upon the scaffold itseU stood a 
group of men, two of them masked, and one of the 
masked ones, of ^ groat stature and sliong, leant 
upon the axe with his anu crossed ujion the haft of 
it. A little block, baicly nustnl .il>ovc the floor of 
the platform, he could only set' bv leaping on tiptoe, 
catcliiug it by glimpses iv'twci'n the heads ol Jus 
neighbours or the shouldcis of the ca\ alrv guard; 
but he noticed in those glimpses now vciy low it 
was, and saw, ominous upon it. two staples driven 
a.s though to contidn the slrugglcr. Before it. so 
that one kneuliog would have his Uee toward the 
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Pulare and away from the crowd, was a broad 
loolstool covered with lOil velvet, aud maknig a 
htartUiifi patiii upon aU that cxyi.ui'^ of blaik 
bai/o 

It was Cull] wailing . the inotionlejs twigs of the 
small bait' tins la the Rnk made it st‘ein (oldef 
still rill Him quaiters striu k in the new dork 
behind liiio up m \\ltitihall Gate, but as yet no 
one li.ul apjM ui J 

In i f( u inuptnU. liowivti tliin wa^ a mo\(- 
menl in tlic i.owl. hu-ul> itinung to the lidit and 
a toiii'pondm*’ baikm,; of ihr mounted imn to 
coqtdin till f"st tHgiiininps of ,i msh, for the tmn- 
mandir ot Ihi arni> horivl, while tliey dispi^-ud, 
the popnlai nu}ontv of London, and the wealtht 
nifrclunl- t) ilhi of the irmy, had not joimd 
tins luJTirium lot Ihi-. tummy of fact's towards 
the gnat hkhik ‘•ton* wil* ol ilie Palace was taieid 
by a loiuid ol mirv looMiji^ witlun. The only 
window not nn lad Aith‘•tori tin middle window, 
was tl] ii upon vvliK h tin a ga/e univeisally turned 
The\ saw, pi»mg it \erv lapidlv, a group ol inin 
within tlK> VI re walking viiy shnply along the 
ikioi (wliidi wa- hue uusir] al>ovt llie level ol tlie 
wi’idow ii-fll and rut the lowii panes of it), they 
wire hurt^nng towards the noithern end of the 
gnat Lanijuifmg lIiU It wa. but a moment’s 
VI um, and agim tbiv appeaieil m the oiien air 
through the bu»lan bnrkwork at the far end of the 
stone f i< ade 

I )i ,1 luomint the ajipifntue saw dwly the 
ttUl King, hi** fau grown old, Ins pointed biard 
lett tnli, his long features not moved. The great 
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(Kik llidt cov(‘red him with the Oirat Star of 
the ‘'larter upon the kfi shoukhr he dirw off 
r|in kh and iH fall into lh( hinds of lkrb<rt |ji 
u ff no hat, he sUpixNl lojviui! vulh jirctwon 
tn\v uids th*' (vtutiomi-' lud .1 littk 

murinm ran tluongh the luavd 
11k old Bishop movini,lu hmb-. \m1!i thffifult\ 
but suppliant and attindint njxm Ins linud slfjod 
l)^ in an apony Ik helped ‘Ik Kuj' to imll off 
In innii leial until he strexl < ems]}]'non* tn tlif 
sk\ him \(st iKnt <th ff md nuinl his mik .1 
nl'hon and one oinarn'iit upn it i {jfor^e i iritd 
III nnv\ Ihi'- ilso he ttru u«l nd Id tin* 

Bishop uliile he loeik tioin In'* liiud'* 1 little white 
silken cap and h\ed ff hiniH ii|><»ii In lon^ anil 
beautilul hail I rom hnu itii the sk\ Nui of ]n> 
{.atmenl at the neek ind it tin wini-. djiiicind 
inks of e\quisite kn/u ml tin aloitmi iit of Ute 
Hi stood ioi i few monunk piuin llun luincd 
and sp(»ki as tfiou,»h he \\fn iddi* >siu-' limn ill 
But the apprentii ( llioui;h Ik h<ld his bu irfi and 
straint*d to hcai as did dlotlifis ilioiil him lould 
citfh no sepualt word lul milv tin sound 

of the Kmf?s \oi(e*sptakjn£' Ihe mewment of 
the horses the ooeisiond ^lnklm f'l 1 hoof n])on 
the setts e>f tlie tnet th< di iiori coveud that 
lOKi Np\t, Clinks ttis sume viuKtlunK to iJie 
masked tnin and a moment kilir he wi kTieednuj 
upon the footstiK)! Ihe appnntm siw Imn turn 
a moment and ^jinad hi'- 11 m‘ oiff \s an example 
of what he next shoiikl do, Jit Ixiff him towaid the 
block—it was too low , helayat full Un^th .ujel the 
crowd lifted and craued to sec inm lu this posture. 
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The four hcdvy strokes of the hour struck and 
boomed in the silence. The hau(k of the lyiiif? 
figure won' stretched out again, this time as a final 
signal, and right up in the air above them all the 
axe swung, white against the grey sky, flashed and 
fell. 

In a moment the group upon the scalfold had 
closed lonnd, a cloth was throtvn, the body wa^ 
r.used, and among the hands stretched out to it 
were th<’ eager and eiifeoMed hands of tlie Bishop, 
trembling and still grasping tlie George. 

A long moan or wail, very strange and dreadful, 
not v(r}' loud, rose from the people notfr that then 
tension was sljrkcned by the accomplisliment of 
the dec'd. And at once from the north and from 
the south, wth such ceremony as is used to lhi‘ 
conquered, the (avalrv fharginJ right tlirough, 
^ Iia«lung and dispfTsing these Umdoners and driving 
them I very wav. 

««**#« 

The iqiprentite ilodgcd and ran, his liead full ol 
tlic tragedy and b( wildcrofl, his Inidy in active fear 
of the Imrses that puisned flying packets ol the 
c rowd iJown the alley-way's of < he offices and Palace 
hmlflitigs. 

Ue went off by a circuitous 'vay to find, n(*1 
his m.isnr’s Jiouse afUr such an escapade, but 
his moUi( r’s, where she lived beyond St. Martin’s. 

The dusk did not long tarry; as it gathered .ind 
turned to night email flakes of snow Ix'gan to fall 
and He iijwjii tfie ho/cn ground. 
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DUEMBHR 10 {OR. AS Wh SlIiH'l D NOV\ ^AY, THE 

iqilO. 1()8.S 


Tilt Km^^ iiiwllultj b\ l("i(i)iiu( ilc'tiiif nr 

>■11 tilf plffl of ll, I'OTil llu (t)Ur|IK I bnlii tint i>| 

wkn till' l.imlitl .ind rutidunl di-t umu tu tbt 

MKfliK Kil^liHh Wpimtl of iiul iiuti (In lUl- 

JiOpuUlitV of lilt' I\in/^ 111 llK \\l !, i,lUfU 111 .1 1 
.iniiy jiid tirfii ftirtvl tlu fiuMii fio..i hm- ,11, (]|. 
IrfSl lijiitira.iU Khik, In In cUukIHh itul Im 'ii'-hnnj 
llw ptimr Hi of Irt'ii.'’ mi \\ IS i .rfaJhi vmu and 

child aw.iVt ii* followuig 




THE P ND OF THE STIURTS 


DUntPIU lu lON< 

I T Wis u1vim 1>1( m tb did (li\s fn Dmso who 
could travii by wa\ of Ihc nanu > iii 1 oricbn,' 
01 would tross lliit mu to iw iii huh Udi, bp* 
ov<a'whtTe down tho Ion sinhh of I (hi watd?^ 
from far aW. M' stnmwtt i lo t ir ht )ou Oh Toweu'f 
'Kjf stn*t(h<s (*f mud toilndf ippiouh dunuf^ 
tlire(-(juarta» of tlv luh mV( al mhih ia\ plau't> 
v\huo d ditdi or dianiid aitmd tli» i mi (is dy 
th<^ Floft) or wtorp {a ni ihc (it\ of Umdon) 

wiiarvcs ludbicn rondiiuli d strip on to tin u itci 
It W 115 ! two m the inoruiiif^ and flu fuh wis at 
full flood Ihimgh uot yi at it-, higlust Phr sWirl 
of tlu Write? was poyring up unda tin walls of tho 
Pdlaco past St fcSt(phons md on (na Hio httle 
houses by Ihf wattrsuk m tho frmpo-. of \^ost- 
nuBstorbivond, whon tlu liaigi In moored Th(' 
darkness wa^ oxtrimr a gah loiiul up fiom the 
so?itli'WtAt Agamst thi tuh jud rused diaip waves 
in the quartfi of a mth of n\er Of tlir shore 
be\ond one could se^mdhmg I lion worn no 
liqlits, and ovn had thote hem the furious and 
ceaseless rain would bive blotted out all pu? option 
of them ^ 
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At the foot of the little damp stairs next to the 
broad gravel slope-of the fen^a small open boat 
tossed and bumped against the brickwork, with 
one man in it, guarding it. There, was no watch¬ 
man by nor any one abroad on such a night, ll 
was the night following the Sabbath^ and Ihotcstant 
X.ondon was well asleep. Il was impossible* etn'n 
tu he.H tiie noise ot wlieeis through the roaring of 
the weather and the slapping of the water tlriven 
V'fore the south-west wiml against the river wall, 
whep theio apiK'ired in the darkness at the hea<l 
/fOf till steps a raich that had come at speed, and 
fwn chvending from it and standing at the wall 
five Itgiires. tliree women and two men. Thc’^ w{re 
'speaking hurriedly in a foreign tongue; the one 
, diessed as a coninion seaman, tlio otlier, it w(>ul(i 
seem, a gentleman ; and one of the women bon' in 
her arms with • aie a little bundle oi luK'n. j\s to? 
the two ollurs, tliev were Italians of the common 
peo])le, n w.isin‘r\vom.in»au(l het friend. Even as 
they went down the few slejis the shock of ilie 
wind appalled the women. The men banded tliem 
caiefnlly down the little di'clmty. The bo<il was 
held as fa*-! a- it could be cm the tossing water, 
but not witliont rfithcnlty. The washerwoman, 
who wis the (liiecn, her Italian maid, thf inirsc, 
the biujdle—which was a six-niontlis cliild'-were 
liinderl or can d into the boat anc^ l^ok their 
.seats tht-re. They were dressed very plainly and 
dorkly; the diild remiunc^aslcc'p'; the secret was 
not b(;tray‘‘<l. The two men, who had excliangefl 
aword or two in Frenih, sppped in after them, and 
the bo^f was 'shoved 
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It wAb the very early morning of Sunday, the 
lotJi -or, as we sjjiould now call it, the iqtli—of 
OoccmbcT m the year ih88. 

Th(' oars did their best m the longh water and 
je.iinst tlie furious wind Ihi* tide helped them, 
,m(] the course, set almost directly against the wind, 
got them slowly towards tJie further shore The 
pAss.igc was full of dang(n. Thes ship]*ed water 
and heeled, the chop of the tide .int] thi' swirlu^ 
erldies against the wind baffled them at eM'ry 
moment; the boat was too small Joi siith a load 
anil foi such weather, and whni tli« iMrs missed a. 
wave or struck it the j>eril was gij\ e 

At last the wabi giew snuKitlier under the lee 
of the buildings and ol the watei wall of Lamlx'th, 
iiid with a liltle seeking the craft of Ihc watcjiiian 
sntfned to find fhe puhiu stalls upon the buney 
side. Thev eaught the iing, the silent women*' 
<lisembarked as best they (oidd. tliough with 
greater ease tlian they liail gone almard The boat 
was paid off, and the five* stocjd together at the 
head of the stej)s looking for the coach that '.hoiiJd 
has’e met them. It wa> not llien‘. 

All those tales of«di*»asler wlueh grow into such 
liuge legends and all that almospheie ol ilread 
wliich accompanies the alsuicloninent <d high 
resolves weighed upon the minrl of tlie Oueon, 
Her southqrn violc*iicT, grown to stiength in the » 
maturity or tliirty new maternity, the 

greatne^ of the despa^ig enterprise, tiie v.‘ry fact 
that she herself so lon^piioswl it, lent her courage, 
and she was concerned only for LJu boy of six 
months old exposed to such a slc*rra. 

n •jff 
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They took whal n'fugc they might under Ihr 

slu'lttT of thi‘ old rlitirch wall to their right, in 
desperate anxiety k-st the rry of the chii<l should 
bctra\ thorn, or lest e\en on (liat wild T)o<i'niUei 
night some Iv l.itul pa^si'i -l>v ov some early lra\< her 
hailing the ferr\ oi some wntihman whJi his lanteni 
turning the isirner of the Aiehbishnp's g.ardeii 
nnght not ivIh> t|n‘\ \s,(T(‘ 'uid an al.i!!ii. 

Tin: svil/.r ii n.e si Vktv>r thus olad • a nohlr' 

fjom till Ivliifii. »ai. into tin night. In a little 
■wiule 111’ h'd •{lufind lo lm*l Lau/iiii still guarilmg 
„th(‘ niiineii iii'i uiin luin h» I'rouirht from .jti mn 
nt.Li '»\ ilie fai'j.igi wlmh had delayed there, 
Lau/uii .uconipaiiied t lie ihiciu and her maids within, 
the other, thf Niiloi, sHi upon the box by the dre'er 
as a kind of guiid ao-iinst aciideni or snrpiisc, 
and tlky drov ojf thiomdi tlie tempest and the 
darhrii'-. e.isiwanl lovi.ud tiravesend. down that 
old road whu h Iii' sun the nraiehing of so many 
aniiies. tile tnujiiiih and the ahandonment of so 
nimiy tit\al things, nid which has beiii during 
aP hisiory oiii in.un avejnie of .ipproach and of 
letreat, 

The aileentnre was romnieti'd, and succes-sfully; 
the etiihi, W’ho wus ni'ver to reign, was safe, and 
his motlirr .d<.o. With the daylight the c^bb tide 
took llnin, under the loyalty of an Irish guard, 
down stnam to th'* North Eoreland; tjne^. outside 
Hi' leif of l,ong-nc*b< (hc‘ g.ile struck them full, 
they had to ,in(ln»i for (he : then ail that day, 
all the ni'xt night, they held desperate across 
tJu* Straits, labouring tor French land in the teeth 
oi blnuhu^ weatlier. Mary oi Modena> still defiant 
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and still strong, lay abandoned below, still heglectwi 
hi her disguise, and'endured the passage. 

Meanwhile in London James could not sleep. 
His ciiaractcr, verv fixed and narrow, liad in it cer- 
tiiii passionate eraotious. Tlic safely of this woman,- 
whose opposition, violence, and sudden decisions he 
had endured for so manv vcurs, was a matter of more 

s ^ ^ i 

concern to him e.ven Ihuu tiic last desperate tangle 
oi the State'whefein lu* wa>. now liopelessiy sei7.c4. , 
Tlie use of opiates by which he hud attempted to 
secure some rest during tlK»sc tragic days and nights 
had worked evilly upon a’ tenijx-ranuiit already^ 
nervous and very hard worn by (he treason of all 
wliom he had trusted or loved. He was Itaggard ' 
with extreme fatigue and with tlie appalling vision 
ol misfortune which rose enoniums upon liira from 
every side- ; 

For hour after hour of that Monday in the drench- ■' 
ing weather be had fretted, unable to bend his mind 
to anything, until at Icib^f so tnurh good news as ’ 
tlie safety of the Queen niiglit mean siiould arvix’e. ' 
It was not until the day wa'-; well advanced that the 
news of her embarkation came to him, but when 
it came he could^ breathe again. Umzun had ac¬ 
companied the Queen to sea. St. Victor, the same, 
that, dressed as a sailor, had watclied the coachman 
and seen to the driving of the carriage, returned to 
London'and gave his'message to the King. Of what 
fate the Queen and Prince of Wales nright have rnet 
in the Channel upon a night and in such weather , 
he could tell nothing. James was very certain that 
he could count them less in peril xipon the worst of 
seas than in the hands of wliatever fanattcai mob ' 
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might havi' btopptxi lh»»m in the soulht'm suhuibv 
of tile city, 

Tliat evening the King could sleep, hut liefere 
he slept he ■^at down to write the letter whu li 
admil^s;! hi-' (U'^igri to he ml of the island, and 
permitted siuli .»s still scrvi-d him under arms 
and (ould make at least “ a jiretence of loyalty ”— 
.such als(.), and tlure were many, as were ‘tiiie 
soldiers ” anr] hononrahU m their * service- to 
abandon Jib crui'.e and to pit themselves no longer 
against .. nation that was "poisoned” and tin 
fou'ign annv winch th.ii natmn had '* surninon«l ” 

Till writs that had Iveu <hawn up in such haste 
foi‘ tin summoning of the new Parliament had not 
all been issued , somi vet remained; be hiniself 
burnt tlieni and watth* d them burn. Then, if Ix'ing 
jK'jhaps TO o’llnc k, hi lav down ; it was not for veiy. 
long At midnight he rose and dressed as his wnfi 
had done twenty loin houis lietorc, in blac.k, quite 
plainly, aiiil si 1 out to follow step l^y step the line 
tlu Oueeri had lollowul, down tht same hidden 
stairs, through thf s.ime iwths of the gaidcns of 
Wiitehall upon the rivei, then io hi' driven rapidly. 
Hales, whom hi had protecUxl fof liis faith, sitting 
by him, «and so to the same stejw, by the same broad 
gravelled slo]*c w'hire was the ferry to the Lambeth 
shoie. As they took boat in silence and ov'er a 
stream If-s dangerous than that which had impcr- 
iUe'l the Oiieeu, the buildings upon the Westminster 
shoicwerc not >ct wholly blotted out in the darkness, 
when abovi tbf swing ol the oais and thear steady 
dip there was a little splash from something which 
James Itad thiown out into tiic night; by the sound 
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U was of heavy metal, lartjt for u man's hand: it 
u.is the Gieat Seal of England 
The two nwn kndtd, liorsc'^ wen read^ for 
them Ihev kkI^ and Ihq locli tliiough the list 
iiours Wore dav^] tluy w(n \\(li m llu garden'^ 
ot Kent before tlie Lit( wmtoi da\light, ‘'odden 
With lam ro^' over tin Oats oi tin diou It uas 
high morning befoie thf^ uaditd the jilaa of then 
cmbarkilion Tiny took ship ujxtn the rough 
estuary and made down ^tie ini onl\ to 1« sti uided 
iMth the evemng, held and il hhl deliMud iiaek to 
the (.ipitil where James lonld iinn agam In even 
foi those few dajs, a t^tI^ King M hih those things 
Wf H doing, M^uw ot Modf mail isl toui lu cl I lenth 
soil at Calais and was ine 
It was m lliis way tint tie unit> ot i nghsh king* 
diip di pendent upon om tlKoi\ ot riglii ^md suc- 
iis'-ion for si\ hundred \tns %a‘ dissohul and 
that the la^t attempt to toiind a siring i \ntitivt m 
England to luih the luh and to siis< uii ail against 
the few was washed awj\. 




SARATOGA 

(X lOliFR h, 17/7 

Gennal Kiagi‘yi» mimt'K < (nitij 

hflliiiii m ltt(^ by a lufi.cb fi w) ihi si ! i\\ 11(( I l*]( 

5 <m wa‘ sufu^'lul m ill tin iii 1 pi>t i hist iiiii'jun 
dilauim(‘» HI tliutiu^ iln i f tupt ii >111 

tlic IAps Io tin Iliid mi tlu (n«n!\ liim 11 tou 
ctHtiati '>11 lint Ji\ti H< UK h wu 1 111 11 ihi 
hfighU ul Siiato^u, l<minl iii i tn 111 > u< up>n 
Oclobw f> (hfff (IrtiilHti) iliU In t iiltl III! ntK'it 
and on tin rOth nunnidPiMi liano \m> thn lull) 
<npp()rl the nWs. wlj ubtaimd Uki HidipniderKC 
W th,uuuvfai‘ liTtr 
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OtTOBlR 6. 17/7 

'"pHKY had gone for now ‘omc day'’ imtlti the 
1 (hipping wood^ in mournful uuillif i, llu stmg- 
phng army Ihiding no road. Imt lUiui 'kanng^ 
m the forest, short of food, short of < iitiulg(s and 
of powder, with the who 4 stiu k d(t]) m mud (.ittle 
idpidlv commands It'd and hr (r king down men 
tilt'd out, fdibng out undu ro\ti ohninii' and lost 
at roll-c.iil ItwasthK't dijVmmlilor al’ althy 
man alomi: the nnxwl forte Ind l.ikdi tlutt w-eks 
rky had suttered little lund>'<miiit (lom any¬ 
thing hnt Nature. The i innt in Uk ojien country 
beyond the woods wt'ie sullm nthti tlnm hostile, 
and hfid gathered ’against them (*nh wlnn tlicu 
Own homesteads'were in last aftd so 

dispiriting a journey, they ^aiv hdorc tltem, binad 
and solemn under the changing coloms ot tliose 
autqmn woods, the stn*iim of the Hudson They 
had. in tlie theory of tin* campaign, putcid thiough. 
They had come from one watershed to another, 
they were upcjn the highway which cldt the Re- 
bcllioiii and the mote imaginative of them could 
(xrnteroplate far down that stre.un the victorious 
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I 

g^irrison of' New York, the Fnf^hsJi harbom, .ind 
tlic St I that w\sjvlmllv England s 

V » * • * ' * 

Ihjn- \^(fks h 1 «i iipoii till heights above 
Sdi’tof>a IhneoAn* it sonirwhat peevish, a pnli- 
tMan (but not vUinmt humour;, a gintlenian 
(onUiiip)iiin; <fi« nulit fU gusts wfn altcaJy 
old but Ih • no 's ftip stood optu and ujmn 
t. imp t tl)U 1 lintuii ilon( ri\i light for tJie 
Mind would )u\f istiugiu^hrd candles He had 
d'tfrTUUH I'lifirdih iuk»i» ntri.it 
Will lustdi^ wiittMi h\ ionteni])oiaiv pens {.ind, 
alas It 's \(i\ 1 ihU so wntten) the bewildeiment 
ol that jnonunl would Ik ippinnt 

Ml militaiv evMil an^ i»v the nature of the 
inihtdtv ti uk, tuiuoii ituo 1 mathemalical sequence, 
inidt lUto I'lmg- o) mii>- and plans which the 
lulrllnt < in r jiuf< in ind ivhuh the young offieer 
(.ui naki he duds >i h's toy , but the fight itself 
ibusualiv a soil of duos Soitw.ishfcio Precisely 
how ,I 111 tuiuj'Kmuil had coitie about ncithci 
Jhirgosiu hi risilf nof my of his staff could have 
tokl you 111 * <uis )i)f< of iJie loyal army towards 
the villty of the \foinwk h,id betn steady enough, 
the cheik before stillw.itir had neon indefinite of 
Its kind , Ihr fi ingmg on, and hesitation by, the 
bdiiks of ihf ristr Ind bten without much plan, but 
ak) baldly tirgid with the fear of failuie, thegather- 
ingof <h» fijimrs round aliout and of the rude militia 
of th( r< beis had followed no exact co-oidnution ; 
init on div p.iss« fl and anothfi, news expected from 
down the Hudson never came, suppUiA from the 
Eorth failsd to ainvc, there was an uicreafimg fric- 
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turn in the worlang of thV ni.ic^in(‘, an incrca'^ing 
(Utubt mind ot th( Gcncr.ils^ until at 
the hrst week of OctoU r < loscd that doubt^ had 
tuijied to a fear. 

Il M’as October (>, a MojuUv Tlu- woods were 
veiy quiet all nniinl, thite was liltk Mmnd ^avc 
the dnp front the lomois .)| the ruiva- md hom^ 
the leave's of ik ii(hbomni« toss IIk .udeis had 
been issued, and at .1 ceitain ho»ii ol the tlukiu'ss 
the tioops were ffdthensl 1 In \ \\( 1 ’ not h«il( the 
f^amsoi). Yii<‘v weie suimnvh.it inoM th,ui .1 (juirter 
or perhaps a thini of llw inin icmumn", «h‘> lould 
<itill bfdT arms> and it wts thui luM<tJori tti trike 
the joad noithw.ird and to hold it uniist the dsiwii, 
win n .ill flieir comrades would btf.ik ipi liters and 
with their tiain, thoiiqli jHilijp-r lou'sl to ahandoii 
ni such weatlur and uj>oii iir li ^oddui soil a portion 
of then pu-ms bt'giii dehimolj'’ flu r tu it low aid 
Fort Edwaid, .ind so bv Uu LaLs to iljui Inse in 
Canada 

They were ordeied m column, in<l they “et forth. 

Here and tlicie at tin In .ids td (oinjunies a 
lantenr swung, and.hf'quentlv loninuimi-. lang out 
through tlie night, esjicualh among tlie (rcimans. 
to wliom the idea 01 toinution ^v.1^ a u-ligion 
Jhey fonn(*d .and lofoniw 1 . (licssiug again and 
with t)ie slow stjifn^v tin v still rn iml lined 

Such lights and such command- wen ptumittcd 
becauHj the attempt hail noilimg ot si'ciecy abikit 
it, that tills distiphnisl and oidiTly Euiojn'an 
force should be annov«^'d by fbc mde nnhtia of the 
backwoods seemed natural enough ; that it should 
Ire intercepted by regular action as Iroiii a regular^ 
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enemy <?cemed quite impossible And so in reason 
It v^os impo'isihle, noi did the aimed Jarixjgrfi them¬ 
selves know in the least how mudi they were 
attempting, nor was theus a co-wclinatt* plan 
Th( column marebtd thiough tlie night, secure 
irom anv intelligent cnvtlopmtnl, and waghted 
cmly b> that bitl erm ss wlneh hangs over soldiers 
when they icti.uc the loul 

Their Icadei, nding at the head oJ that long two 
milts 01 niort fd nun and vkhf«ls, rode tn silence 
It wi« \ foot s pin the hoofs of his 'boise wont 
wanK fnlini' lh( iilK(riain nits and tnud of the 
woodimd iidt is ij >ink (loan toward the vaJky 
Th» ndti so nding lud in his nund what he 
im.igim<] to Ik i full conception of the misfortune 
to v^hicJi h' was ‘■ub]t(l hi iiad no vision of the 
whol' dististi r 

Ht sdw i- iij i pKture tilt general ])lan of the 
cantp.iign po fjKtncd he saw the rebellion now 
jomin” i 1 two iuK(s ignn from North to South , 
ho dw llif hnt of tlu Hudson abandoned and the 
seaports In Id sporuhcollv by gairisons dependent 
pirpetiullv ii()on the sea Ht Ml, as every sokhci 
feds win u i pi in is mu< ked up ajid spoiled a sort 
of tiJums (lisipjxmitinent laigcJy personal, halt 
angtj ami hall txasjMi ition but m it all he saw 
nothing of trjgtdy flie fmee would icgam tlie 
Labi'S, thev would red upon tliat bngUt, ciry, open 
slioie of Champlain . tlie w itei would confine 
them ti> the villoy of the St L«iwrence, with thi 
next yiai. with the next spnng, the added experi¬ 
ence of this f,iK(' start would make the advance 
secure. A muoli larger and much better equipped 
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cormnand would cut hke a steel edge ftom Canada 
to the Atlantic, perhaps it would not even bo 
atUiked H would tcitainlv be virtotious So 
tbev went on, be thinking these things through an 
impenetrable nigli^ to the sound of sogging toot- 
steps m tljc mud of the woodIlnd^ and to the diip 
from the trees \ hiimhed yirds aluad four 
pioneers felt the wav •uid a corpu d with them 
The four pioutcrs lia<l witli them <1 Jintern, and 
the light of It (ould be hobbinp irrcguldilv 
over the roughness of the ground flir corporal 
held it m his nght Iniid it ‘■wung l»i*twfen him 
and tlio private soldui who nnielud hv his side 
rhoic ea,me one moment in tin niid-t of this 
macthing and this >ilenfi ihi'i diiktie'’'- and this 
reflection when tin whole iveiiiu ot flu woiHlliind 
md the arth of it wa lit b\ i udden ind explosive 
hid '43 of light ind the sound ed i nuiske t < r islie el up 
<ind re-e(hoi»d fiom the Iniuglis \ whiil of knVes 
fedl freim the ‘piintcud bianeh Ilvn rune auotiicr 
fladi, (inothci rejvoit the -lUinel of gU-s buikiu 
and Iht Idiilcru fell to the louuiid Flien i thud 
Q loud tjcrman tiv a'ld out of tin pioneers feil 
forwaid Jioutinp niel eeunphinn, tiiou h it was 
but 1 gruing flesh wound fust behind the hows 
ot tlic Slaft the admuable di-'Cipline of the knglish 
aniiics permitted an imineeliite elcploMUenl of the 
leading (ejinp.inv in spite t>l thr ctreurnstincLs of 
elarkness and of untxpeoted ronfusiem, but tvt.n 
a« tilery deployed all the hiushwood be fou them 
was alive with a volley of guns, |Hihap> e iglity per¬ 
haps A bundled yards awa\ B\ tlie iiiteimittent 
flashes from the muzzles oi thetr enemies the men 
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C()uid sc€ a 'stcxrkadc ol trunks laid across the road 
with earth beaten In'twecn. and from that stockade 
the fire rontiiiually poured. Tliey answe^d with 
set volleys, but they did not advance. 

Tlio htad er)lumn so checked, sent a shock all 
dovni the line. Here a gun team had to^be thrown 
out tfi th«' nght. there a mounted uthetT reined up 
sh.np, time .uj.iin tin jiole of a waggon broke 
ilnrler tin sniMen 'W«rvc. ('cnain rif the middle 
and real romp,urn's hiiTU'hi'd and huddled. a troop of 
the Oi'nnan In.agitou'- nm wild, tlieir horses turning 
and fi.dlo]Uiig awav There wa" foi a moment a 
danger ]v»sihl\ of auarrhv. jnd certainly of panic. 
The g 4 <od onlei of the <'(untnaiid conjured that 
danger ; there w.is in .ittcmpt of a charge. Fire 
upon either ilmk (le‘tn»\e<l il. Then very soon 
the m« n lormnl mmul .ig.iin, their head now become 
tiieif re,ir. they tinned on iJiat road, protected bv 
the Ofjniji.nnes tli.it h.td hrst Ixirne the fire, which 
volleyed a*' ih<\ letind om- behind the other in 
sections. All done with piec^ion, with dignity, 
and viith knowJetlge. 

The night was nor Irmg spent when they bad 
thus hiUen back bi'vond tlie effort, and at last 

m 

bt'yond tin* noist. of fh* musketry that had inter¬ 
cepted them When they reached camp again it 
was not d.'iwn, hut m that interlude the whole plan 
of the ('oloninl War had failisl For a week the 
fon^e kept ipiartirs within its lines, t^pon the 
next Mond.it llw i^th. Burgoync caused to be 
diawn up lor him an account of all that mnained 
to his contained command. ITiere was but a 
week's provision, and ak^dy horses had died for 
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lack of fonige. He mi his note tc' tho commander 
of the American lines, and before tea that e\'enin{^ 
lu* had got his answer, conrla)us and d('usi\ e. 

On the Tuesday and Wedm'sday the details of 
tlie sad business wm* determined, On Thursday, 
October ih, a dale of rep'att'J tiagic and ’fatal 
interest to ]iuro])e (it is the date oi Wattigmes 
and of Mario Antoinoiu’s dealli), the ed])itulalimi 
was signed. I’lioii the momnv tlie garrhou piled 
arms and llie iustory of tin uiuld was rhanged, 




DROUKTS RlDIi 

JVNh 21, 170J 

\'V 1 mi(i Mdiii Vtiini'tf l\iii|. jthWMmji {>1 
I'lfluco, to H' ti'*in Pm in th' iiiid'' ol Ihi’ 

Kf\oluhf»u, wfK*liitmtpliil j i J 1 tin\ if(ty 

t>V (wie Dioupi, fthf ^Mlio^)l(l m a tnnhiKl t 1 \ i ^lioil 
rutlothf t'rtviioiV’urmu ihiouahtlu i'u-.i milifni'i-d 
the tioniiUiA. 




DKOUETS RIDE 

JUM ?i, lyui 

I T was aliradv d.uk 'Ihe kni'i t (l.i\ of the 
ypHi had b«n (Iouc]\, «uvi tin i{h at a 
lurid shaft of ml had •shorn lioiu m»l'i tin (d^es 
of the cloud, the sky soon ^ain and one 

could SIe no sUis In On mam loon o! ih( lown 
House of St( Mcnelumld a iiumtHi oj imn 
talking all at once, as is tk lumh lnhit and 
accomplishing things with an nui dihl* iapidn> 
Outside the publu squin w^s tiiluv iikI tljoiigh 
the mob as yet did not 11 nnoui tin ion tiOiU it 
was ribing. in one plau .i num u is s1nl^^ luig with 
asoldiei, calling him a (/Piinan and tin Miidui w.is 
crying that it was falst iml tlm In was a Inmh 
man from Bnrgupdy In tin url\ winch 
one rcnild see sqnat against tin m, ht 1lu bills rang 
contmuoirJy and furion^'l’y, and twi.i i fuAol shot 
was heard in the daikiU'S All win now con¬ 
vinced that the carnage whidi had lOt them not 
?m hour ago had contained the Kmg But with 
everv one volunteenng at onci to do tins and to 
do tliat it was* not until Diouet sihike with chcibion 
that the pursuit was dcletmined on. 

Droaet was liy nature 4 silent man; tall, and 
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with a face like a hawk. Ifc htid long, clean legs, 
Miitable for riding on a hors?; he had the roll of 
the cavalrv. lor he had served iu that arm. He 
-went down to Ins staMos and saddlcsl the two 
horses by Untern-hght, and so went riding out 
with his com]janion. Tht‘ crowd gathered round 
hitii. as he canie lo the limit' of the town ho got 
free' uf tliem, and inmiediatcly bioke into a gallop 
down the cKnnont road Ihov listened to the 
di'-t.iiil l«\it ut the hoots expe<tmg the trot or tho 
wall., wli'n he took the rw* into \rgonnc, but they 
(lid not hoar it b'vni ui its iitni(<»T iamtness, and 
before the iiojs( of the ride was lost in the distance, 
It was still a g.illop.uU .ind a rlnthmical pounding 
tJinai!:;li tin iii' Itt 

(her tbe < u-t <if thf lull .ind down' iutt' the sloop 
ami miiihh laviiu \vhi'H* Uie mountain village of 
Klettes, duty u'd dumped, squats by the bnwk- 
side. they q,illuj)fs 1 on, waking lor one moment the 
villageis a*- the\’ pas^id with the fur’ious clatter of 
iron Inmi tbe beat y hooi^ ol ilu posting Jiorscs ; 

ami ogam, after Ihty had ]\i'-sed. there was hoard 
that detant ladnir *>( the galiopud*., f(»r ihc Jong fiat 
ri'-e beiore tlicni did not check fhcii (.ourse But 
]iist a-. llie\ approai Ind its summit in a place where 
the gn“dt tux-s ol \rroime line the road tipcm the 
right, ami upon the Idt are separated from it by 
nolliing but a nanow stii]) of mead (where to-day’ 
till' railw'.iy run'-), tliere mixed with the noise of th^ 
h'Kd-be.il^ l« iie.illi tlieiii th” noise of a d’stant Iwil. 
They drew lem, and very soon tall riding figures 
loomed up' m tlu night upon tlu' skvlme pf fhe 
hilJ-top before them,^'and when they hailcxi again 
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Brouct recc^ised owii ginom^^ The groups 
muigl(‘d, -dnd to the j>jnlmg of the two sti.iuied 
bc.ist'j, the occAvional pjwjng of the lu(d post- 
horses of the othcis, the slon ot the (oacli was 
i.ipully told It wa" on two imh *. ahtaeJ, lolling 
lapidlv to ><euvjUo. .ind so to V.u^nnis It was 
iM'Wildeiiiig new's, foi all Sli Miudionld had 
thought that the Kings (light was to AM/ And 
ui a momtnt the atlivc mind tint lai Uhind tlio 
(loso-set ev''' of Dioud mi/kI tin tadiis o 1 that 
night upon whifh depindul th< liti of tin (a^vtiin 
Monaiohy «<J^d of «ill ItiuoiK t«x» llii toacli had 
doubled Its start u]x>n him w ts loo ';nnl to be 
caught up by following tin i"id ili<v would bo 
at Vajeun^N aiul s^miiMi h\ .1 bdt of soldieiy 
bdore he umld n<h them down lii must -it 
was his one opponiiuiU phmgi »> toss tin base 
ol that tiuuiglc and lead tlu tn^itnfs Imt tins 
short cut Uy not tmi o\«i lid is or <ommon, it 
]a> through the inninnv forist of \igonnc and 
the high taiiglcHl ridgi ol till lull Ih lud, across 
such country not an houi In too him and more 
than eleven mih*s ty coin Ih }. ipt tin ditch, 
he crossed tin nuuiow. In t('ol tlu thicb ot the 
tiees on his lelt, and mgid hi>- moni.l 1 )\ a duoct 
tlueading of tlu undirgo'Wth, mitil lu t.uu< to 
the suiumit wlicnic pjoo'uls ihi long lino ol the 
hdts For that short milf onK w is ilit. sonml of 
the hoof-beats hushed and time lod ni mcossiU of 
walking,his lioise At the suinimt an alley ojxned 
betore him ; he struck cjims and gallojicd'furiously 
down again. ; 

Hfe was so native to Cluuuixigne that ho knew 
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what nonp but the counfryteU? knew, and what 
indeed no historian ha's discovernl. that an old 
track lay along the summit oi the hill, opm through 
tlio gicmth of lm*s, dry from its situation on 
the ridgo. with heie and thiTe a fallen trunk or a 
hnnimoi 1 . of grrmnd to un|wril one. but still a 
rond of a kind It is of unm<‘nso antiquity; the 
Gauls liiive used it, and ihe Romans, but the forest 
has giown up round its s«»utUem end; it comes 
np l)}uvlJ^ agunist ihe undergrowth and leads 
nnwhiio It Ji.id li.vd no piu|X)se in the history of 
tin Tuition ilurniq all lli.it thousand years in which 
the great iilific of tln' French Monarchy had rism 
to till tieneiit oi m.inkind and now this deserted 
and li-nmli'd I.ljk uj tin wood was tho instrument 
b\ whi<h tli.it Monjrfhv wj'- d<'Stro\ed 

Down It <->nd di.mi ii. mile atter mile, the horses 
tluiiidired Till night wore on. and from the 
distant -Mqik' of iht villages in tlie plain bi'neaMi 
the halt-houi sLrurk : a louple of miks away down 
on the plain, and j>ualU*l to Diouct’s ndiilg, ran 
the straiglil lii.'di ro<Kl. and on it, still rolling ahead, 
but gdjivd oil with »vei\ IxnitK* oi tlie cavalryman's 
ho)-<esj went thi l«‘rhn' ,ind the destiny of the 
Boiii l«oii> 

'flu ridrj' rarne to o plnri* where years liefore 
muid<*T had been d<Jije, and where a groat white 
stone had boon sm bv tin iK-awntry, who dn*ad the 
powoTv fjf evil that haunt -uch spots. Tins stone 
was Dioiirt’s mark, foi here theie branches from the 
■ ridcewiiy «i nanow and foul path wliidi leads dovm- 
waid‘ on to the Vateunes ro^. Jtnd strikes that road 
just a> It issues ironi the loiest and at tlie gafetif 
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the little tovm. By this way alone ran a man on 
horseback get from the high ndgcwav down to the 
plam, unless indeed he is to go all Ihc way round and 
stnke the main road through lh( pass which lies a 
mile or two ahead. This tmnmg alone could accom¬ 
plish Drouet’s purpose, ami even so flu is-ue was 
veiy neai. The harde-l jKue might fail to head tlic 
b^iriine, and he might have* mined 1 is mount and 
datteicd into Vauniu-. *oo Ude llev galloped 
and they galloj»cd on (ill tin woods-udd( ul\ teased 
upon oithci side. The\ lieaid Uniath ihirn the 
setts of the high road, and in'imrliatdv saw before 
thim sucJi lights a<i still '•hone fiont iIk Jii(.her vvui- 
dows of Valmy The ilocL w.e ‘inkmg the hour 
Diuuet di-rnomit(cI wisih. ioi m the toitiious 
streets of the little pLuc and with fiie buaness 
before liim he was fuor on tie loot than in tlu' 
saihlle 

The whole place was siltaii Om would have 
said that no one wait hid llu shi'n-li tivet dip¬ 
ping lictweon the piles of tie biidgi w e^ the only 
sound. tJe ran hreathhs-.lv up tlu Higlt Slnet 
Between him and the aidiwu that nosh’d ilean 
over it up the hill tliVre was no* a Inuiiaii lx mg nor 
light, save at one dooi. fioin winch hght stKunicd, 
and in which a group of men wuc t ilkme pditirs 
of course, for it was a taviin , Iml of tlx coach, of 
soldiers, even of the hotses foi ilie rh.mge, not a 
sign. He thought for a mommt that In liad failed 
He dashed into the tavcin and askid d «i beiline 
had rolled by. Tlie stolid pt'ople cii flxse hills 
looked at him rather stiipKlly, wondtimg what he 
meant. But he w<is known, and they anbwered 
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him. Nothing had been heard, nothing had been 
seen. Then Drouof for the hrstt time in that night 
of thundering hoofs and riding baw the concluqon 
of hi^ ]>lan. Hi- lold them tliat m the coach was 
the King. Such time as it took, not to convince 
them, but to git the mere fact into tlicir beads, 
was viasled, but soon they had understood or be- 
heved. tliev Ul^e tliey sialtered, one man to laise 
the militia, .mutlur lo find fhi Mayor, a third to 
arm himscll \s lui Diouit, he went out into the 
air of the sImI, timid ste nothing at first foi the 
glare of tin light, united a momimt lilJ his eyes 
should be aaihlomed to the darkness, then rapidly 
breasted tlu lull, keeping upm the houses. 
And snddonlv, biloie he quite knew it, there 
the beiliiie nght on him, a huge mass of leallier 
and of pu'k.igts and of humamty within and with¬ 
out, girding tn \U hmkis and ‘'hdmg down the 
stone of the sinei Hi* woik was done, and the 
doom ot till Moiiirihv wa-- .ucomplislied. 
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SLniMHllt 21 , J7t)2 

The allied T’ruwwri ind *»ii in,iii muie advancui*,' 
against a Fi^wh i'>trr oi lutl^ miliiin v liix i \si]v 
turnwl It*, jxi’.ilion •uid wh wii'iiti 'iiKiiij disfmci 

lA I’aiis H.ett 1> ^ il Ilj( ktVfjliitiDii, 

, when, in tmiiifiK t'* dc'nu U* hfiidif'Ut uft lidimd 
IhdoaftiM thi" tuiniinj m ncnunf ’lt< \ iij« r wll achctk 
due l<t Ihe ujnd ajlillii3 liii of ilt( IiukH fnnu Hh 
plateau of Valinv lb miMhinn wih ihe 

flalx'rale rriMiin pliii tliuw mli rmilii ion into 
the alln.ll anwiO' d' mdu leitvatj'ul ,i leiual wiikIi 
changed the hwhiiv of tlu wwJn 
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sriTnniK^i 1702 

B roken bv lonp nnn Inn> tliK ii' li mioltrjblp 
drtwng Kun a \ului oi m snitd md un- 
si.tsone'tl men, twnl\ thou i»id ^Umu llu\ went 
thiougli the empty and iiinaniliu vpjd ^ that nuke 
up the pkins b(neatl) tin hiiU of Arv,onni It is a 
dnary land of htile Inibbhny ip in 

maishes and 00/ing to tlw Mnm litlk (kilted 
villages vHuch no nun k'lo^. .md IhnnUi the 
entrance of it one gn d to\ d i-ikI uhtdi ior two 
thousand years has bun th( luad id m isiou and 
defence foi Oaul lleie aJ 0 Attiii hail been 
ciiislied and Enuipc savu! 

It was pitch daik IbeubeE ind tin tnitors (who 
wetc many) hail then enmibimg w ishul unt ol 
them by tlie long niidortmu and fitipiu b\ the 
druiclhil rumours that flit inun aiiin lud beai 
(omplelely deh'atrd b\ Hu diys and (In'* of le- 
treat, and b> the b(wildf*ring lountei 'Aiders The 
young volunteers, broken with thi wught ol their 
equipmtnt.weiPcnrMiig the loll} ofthiu luthu'^wsm 
and the war ani the nalmn and the icst nt it. Thp 
baggage-traiu was encumbered with a herd ot useless 
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men, of wfiom those who still could walk htld pain 
Jullv to till c.iits for asMbtancc , ami oVer <iH this 
Ion*; serj)pnt of men a brutal disrijiline alone main¬ 
tained tlie bond tu unity 

Tliere was a furthei note of doom. KiUeinirUi, 
tlieir (lener.il, haJ blundered and l>egan to know 
that he had bluiuliiwi. He ought half an boiu 
be<or<. to lM\e leaclu'd Gi/ancouit, upon U'- luiglit 
winch doniiinie'. tlu lesaj heights called ‘ the 
Jloon, ’ '*0 th d i! (»i/.mi'ouit was liehl “ the Moon 
fwlmh u i'. lallevi "O (lom tlu sign of its inn) f«m!d 
not l>i hi Id llul no Jiglil‘ diowed through the 
wet, no 1 lOiti of lioiisis aood out in tlu darkiuvs 
In j Jiioiruin he was ‘•iill fuither bewildered to bad 
hiiusiit tlu gnat load, he made up his 

imnd to hall at tl i hist numu-nt Hi did so, whin, 
not til hour lib 1 tlic ill 111 oi ins (ohimii had sham 
blid lulo till I’lh'iMi \ainu, a duty h.nnlet with 
a pKJt gaunt windmill, showing lUikn against Ihi 
daikness of ihi skN Tlurc. as the lolumn halted, 
pn^tioiii wii« talin .mil tin dicnchfd men shpt 
upon a hill ol lliKt inih" .ind inoie, and in fliat 
night soim ditd 

With till iii\t inoining the lain had ctased, but 
a <hnsi mi-<t (OMud i\ii\lliiiit; Men movtul liki 
gliosts in IIk di'-piuing rl.iwn, ami the note's id tin 
“ Hi UK ’ to wlniii tin 1 11 neb awake were miillied 
in tin fog Whin it w i- bioad dcUhght Kcllemniri 
attuTipttd to lep/ur Ins unu It was consider.ibli. 
Tmu was no utiiat fioin tlu posinon , lor ntn- 
lorreindits to jeath him fioni InimoUruv. upon Ins 
{ight the only approach w<l^ a ttiy nanow load 
picking Its way tlirciugh the marsh, a load on which 
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cavalry would go singlf hf, and on wbch it was 
iinixvs&ible to move a gun l^p m Aigonnt btUracl 
bim on tile high jodd the Iiishmdn, who \nth his 
fight lliousand was dcsperalholding the single 
pass, wdS Hpaxated fiom Imn a lahi and trcath- 
(lous giound With ‘•mb torc<‘ and dftii such 
a blunder it is probable that KtlLinian (Uspaired, 
hut J» was far loo gn'at a stJdm to jIIov -•uch a 
mood to clothe itstlf wilh jtiion Iii<- fust oitlerM'as 
tf) send out a toree with liyhl atiillerv and im])ic 
rav.di) that should l ikt u}> tin jiu-'ition hi should 
ha\t reatlk'd the mghl hfloi' 1 \ (U as he gave 
the ordu he heard tint tin 1 'u ui\ haiJ p b -(d Hans; 
that <it any moment thty uiighi Imm iliin guns 
tniplaced tijxm thv htigliis of the Moon," witli 
no foKC at (ri/ancouit to anuo\ ilitju lliin was 
a laic for it m the thul fig, and d 1 ihout eight 
odock, m thi inoming, a- eaiii ajs woudcnug how 
Jar his oppomnts might 1 h tlw loms « tun 111 (on 
tad, long bi’fiue the lundi hul atl iim*d their 
f>bierl the fft volution had hbl that all important 
haiifbcaj), and tin fyi(t‘ KtlKimari had tliiown out 
tetned. 

The mist re's', tjieie itirn‘e(l<d to it a mid dii//le, 
hut a slight oiK through 'vlmh Ihe landsi ipo was 
f|iijte pUin, and the riinth m tluir loii-' utegiilar 
line saw ovei the little valhv tin full body of thi 
Allies. From the Austruui-. tar ott 011 tin- iioitl’ it 
ran down in masses o 1 tmn ol (lunging uuifonn 
and natumaht^ to wluie .it its sontheni ('xtremity 
JhunSwK’k and th«’ King ol Fiibsia Ud the veteians 
of I'icdcrick. <‘Cheiy was no movement lh<v 
aruucs regarded oa(h othci, and thui suddenly their 
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aiiger spnKe in a fuiious cannonade, and all the weight 
ot JTittal WA«- thf mvacitrsi. 

It Wds d subtdiueil and* tnumphant fire, which 
ttiiifk'd and brok( the loose formations opposed to 
i 1 and wlikh tlunigh it did not silcnco the French 
battim*', unncupil that inchoate gioup which 
huddled rc*und the inill at Valmy They had not 
actudlh hruKdi but the\ m(ic m confusion indiM 
duab ''H.lving co\(i lljt hmscs plunging many 
nd‘il<'. tlh guns h.iU‘*<ncd when a sound muth 
loiuht (^^n thill the tnundti oj the tleld-pncfs 
craslkd auniig ihnn and wh<‘u* the linilxis stood 
vhul to wbdl In Ui< mill d'H»r the flame of an 
cvplo'-ion went up and coiupletc'd the disaster 
Tlif n Ki misv\ u k c liaiged 

KtlKnuaii v ilbd lor a new liorse (his own had 
b((ti shot 111 th' hist tur\ of the cannonatle), and as 
the l‘nis.ian <o)mmi>v toumd foi the advance he 
tool, ihi l.isl d<‘)jn.\t( H'hikIv. ‘xiious to soldiers, 
ami co<iMiu<d to ipjji )1 to fours other than those 
11)1011 wfurii Milxr gnid.ilslnpcan ralculaU* and can 
Mcfuic lln w* M his youijg*jnu). all to pieces from 
two lioiir ‘hillinp there {»|)jx)S)to till (xrenadiers 
whO'C cldi 1 . (ould remeinbci the drawn face and 
the thiixotu pissioiiate and glonous leadership 
uf l]i( llohdin. Wert U|)ori them Ueie wire 
the ^ounp mm with nothing but the memoiies in 
till in dast fading aitii vi muih lam) of the di'linnm 
foi ‘ iKidoin,” foi a word, the young men wdio 
hitJkrtij had hit no '■hock and wlio had no wall 
but ]os^ thtir vmls in an artillery heil; ujion them, 
slowly m 1 h< long Ihico columns, w«tte approaching 
t^osc tuvmable iricu who had ioi ao long beem a 
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model to the soldiers of Auopt In front of the 
voung men Kellcimnn rodo, all along the line, look¬ 
ing into their faces. Tliero wire a ftw f.iinl cheers, 
thc’v grew somewhat louder, thtn snnling he took his 
plumed hat off liis handsoim head iikI \\ ivwl it, 
suddenly drew his sword, waved it hifon' them too, 
and called ffir chtHirs ftn the ini'on Hk time 
(oliimiis weje at llu has*' of th( -lojw' Iht fust re- 
lusiiK' with the ol*1 rius-.un ol'li«|iit ta'tu' t)ie 
XMind and thr third a<i\itj(Hi' ‘<n( otilipping 
fli( other In a fev mom'iits tia hivs. would 
u>m{ 1 heje wa-* no sound (»['Mill ifn I’m,'•'in 
fin h«ul cea‘od in onl* I lo|>ii!ml th ehuf the 
1 i«m Ii tire was d* his ial« Iv idiu ! <»ii ifie 

irist to which the r;n»'Hn luhiiiuv w i t h uninq 
(ighteen piens stotKl r(*n -.i{Oiir ii' ' > n sc nt llu'ir 
teims nntourhod thnr mitth's'd 1 ul Ih- Major 
who rommandf<l them wifrlui'** hki a mui who 
watches before ami* .ohmi, a h«miitl 

The clu'i'is for th* nilu'n puw Uiiflii tlay 
Uiame general, and a tao\ciKn! nf InngtVmng 
and foimation ran along the iiu( 11 stnuii.t! and 
the silence helped it to piepio Tluii long after 
the heads of the Idussian r<ihmin> hid <‘ntered 
within range of th*o Ussei guns, whfii thn \\(it til 
but m range of musket ho., the cotuniajeht of tlie 
Vrcscent of batteiios h/lcd In«hand and th< i ightei n 
plod's crashed non into th* tTioiudurs Tlie col¬ 
umns vmv'Qied, hut tJ)c> kept ft>nnatu)n, and their 
jmndrTous advance continued. As it contmned 
.ill those guns, lliose eighteen guns, firing not 
now ti^ther bpt at will, lacmg oin against thg 
other it were for rapidit> and for a gunnery prue, 
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filed and hre^!, and .ilmost as loud as their filing 
came trom the infantry line a fury o> cheers, for 
tin gnus had uorK< d m the hearts of the volunteers 
and pcihnps i»f Uu rebeK too, that nuracli of 
emotion whuh njxm one occasion and another Jias 
been tlie iini of (*od for th<‘ salvation of French land 
It n IS neai noon uid tlio Mnse of dcM*m was lifted 
foi thi t olumns h id haltc d it last and they had not 
gained the hill 11 k\ still kept foiniition with lii it 
mafniiliccnt r« rinan ten h irv wine h was and is tin ii 
pndc blit tiny hid tinned fire sboul, and on!\ 
cuMiing s«<tion fued tlw licmii line, and xh<st 
also vi n viuii utiicd 

1 loin tiiii inonidjl I uiojx was tniisformed 

It x^a-- i \<iv ‘'mill timip ai smill that to this 
di\ no his*oniii rjn fiilK O'plain its v ist (ons» 
qucin« JIk Km cd I’n^-n w is ui his gicstf o it 
watilung till tJiiii' through giant's ,ind blinimg 
Brnnwiik ‘or pl*viiip the fool with too smnll i 
forct, ind ioi too much di jiisnig those wastie]'. of 
the Jaeolmi fhe lunih Piuices, who had no 
cod'* Wirt '•liveiiJig in the wet, and very freily 
eonipldjmng that tin King of Piussia might heve 
lent them ins Bnni wuk tiu siiu^st and aKo the 
broadt'*t of ihf loeerning nimds ii}>on those heights 
of '' the Moon wa-. pondering wiuthet it was pos¬ 
sible to adxaiKt m force and n‘k annihilation (for 
the iiidiman 4iU h«ltl th iw.'-'- wdli hit eight thou¬ 
sand, and a reverse tlial div, though slight, would 
nii.ui staivalion «|joi. Uk nioriow-—with those 
tortuous coiiniunie atiotis through the Noith), 
(iairfayt was urging that tlx Austuaas should Iv 
givtn then chance, and young Goethe, watchmg 
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the whole affair, and already knowing profoundly 
tlje mind& of men, decided in his heart that the 
turning-point in history liad conic and passed. 

At four the Austrians liad their way. Tl\ey also 
failed. A lithd exchange of distant shots, lobbed 
from now one cannon, now another, acc'onipanied 
the decline of the light, and as tin* evening darkened 
lant and rarer ilashc-s discovered th<‘ emplaecment 
of fan(l(»m guns. By seven all was silent and it was 
niglit. 
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MR. BARR’S ANNOYANCE 

OCTOBKR l6, I7()3 


M r. BARR of Philadi’lplua had risen at six 
o'clock in his room of the Hotel of tlic Golden 
riecce, in the Rue Richeln u, «])Oii October ib. 1793. 
He wa.s ignorant ot the Frendi language, but this 
ignorance did imt disturb lus evi'n and soiiu'what 
taciturn though geni.d mind Hi* had come to 
Paris upon I)u«‘ni<'ss whicli lie knei\ would be lucra¬ 
tive, and which he hopi^d he might conduct without 
too great a strain ujion that cfKle of morality wldch 
he held in common witli Ihiin, the lounder of liis 
commonwealth. His tlotlie> wen* neat, orderly, 
and rich, but not expansive in coloui; they w'erc of 
a puce, neurkblack it was m dark, and wore of one 
hue in every part of fiis garments. 1 hs slioes, which 
wore buckhnl with diver plate, his cane, w’hicli had 
a lino golden top or knob, the heavy Imncli of seals 
at his fob, and the lac«' which showi'd at his stock 
])ioved him to be a man of means, but his wig, 
thoiigli it was carefully tied, was undoubtedly jiro- 
vincial. His round aim rubicund lace w.is not im- 
gimerous; but he was stout, and ixthaps fifty ydffs 
of age. f should add that he was unmarried, al¬ 
though his 1#; (if he had had one] would take no 



gja WE EVE-WlTS ESS. 

part in Jus pnwnf «dvcntiir<‘. yet ii enables one to 
s^ie him mori- th'arl}' when one knows that he was a 
bai'iiflor. 

There wite manj* things wliich Mr. Baix disliked 
in tile (taul. Ur liad landed but three da5rs before, 
but he already (lihlikrd the French villages, he dis¬ 
liked the shrill hrenrh voices, and ihough he had 
come int(» l*:nis too lato in the evening to see any- 
tJung hut a few ding^- «.ul-lamps swinging about wet 
and dfsi itcd ''troi*t'>, lie was sure he would be out of 
mood uitli the cilv; hut he boie his disappointment 
with tile lcn.inlv of the Kepublican he was, and 
fixed lus mind as stitidily «ii* nught be upon the 
thoiiglit of his appointment wluch was at noon 
with a clerk of the GoM-rmuent in the Garde Meuble. 
J-fe w’as as g(io<l os promised an ord<T lor the slnp- 
mcul of giain, and every time he thought of it his 
quiet jnd well-torupc^sisl mind became slightly but 
jK'rci'])libl\ gayc'-. 

Ml Harr tlirow op<'n the windows. He detested 
ihe Fienih stiiitiness, tlu French alcovn beds, and 
the hea\’y I'reikh curtanib. He looked out into 
what lie would have called, with no gr^t originality, 
“ G^ld’^ frtsli an ” ft was already llfht, and from 
this casement, whuh looked eastward, Mr Uair 
could see a confused mas'^ of roofs over the empty 
ex]ianse «jf the Palais Royal Upon these was- 
falling a steady and disheartening drizzle from an 
undi'lerminate dull sky. Mr. Harr heard with 
ewiosity the cries of the street ven(lor.s below, he 
iHIkf-d with not a little dread down the great height 
which lay b(*twccn liis window-bar and the ground. 
He determined that he would spend tht time between 
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his breakfa'*t and no6n m perambulating thib famous 
city, and hoped he slioold Iwvt time to discover 
one or two of the spots hf had s«»en int ntionod in his 
newb-slieet at home as beitig (onneeted with the 
Kttformation, the Massacre of St Baitliolumew, or 
the successful voyage of the great Franklin 

Wlien, theiofoie, Mr Bair had <al(n a veiv laige 
beefsteak (procmed for him with (hthftihy and 
((K*ked with a still giealit ditlKult\ at sudi an 
hum), li( went out into tin iimrow stJtcl and turned 
southward a little vagueJv to sec whit h* might see 

Theie wis not mmli (Joint; in Pant, on tint moin- 
mg, the dnzzle seemed t*) kts p many people mdoors, 
and even as he went throueli the Ubyniitb ol little 
streets which 0(cnpK*d tW «uiit\aid of the F.ouvTe 
lie had but little sights*'* mg tor ins [uins lie did, 
mdt (d, stop .i iiionu lit l( look t iiiio isi\ li a sentry 
in a tattoud umfoini vith a greas\ nd cap upon 
Ills head ilnd d hapish lo*>k in hi Imt u he 
saw that the sentiv restni(dso clos* an insprctum 
Mr Ban very pohlel) continued Ins slnvi }«rambu- 
Idtion. 

He cros^ed^the nyei sjsent quite hall an hour 
watching the woikimm upon ifae ik'w bridge b» yoiid 
the Tudenes Ciaidcn-* sauntered, nion. tliaa tver 
uiUKcupied, through the lanes ot tin Imvfi'it'v, 
WiS annoyed to he jicred at bv a gio'ip of little 
lioys, recrossid the iivti, insitmg the spot wheie 
Henry TV. had bc*en stabbed, and lh<*n, iinding by 
Ills fat watch th.it it was ovei hall past ten, iu* 
thought It high timu to turn wtstwaid and get him 
by tiie Rue St. Honoie toward the Garde Miublc, 
for among Mr. Ban s dislikes Mas oil iiuriy, con- 
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fusion and noise. It was therefore unfortonate that 
as he caine down a narrow street that dcbouchpd 
near the disused ()ratori.in Church (where he liad 
intendi'd to sp(*nd a few moments of pious reflection 
before tlie House of Coligny) he Jieard arising from 
the Rue St. Honore before him an offensh'e clamour, 
more unpltMSdUt in his estimation than any ot the 
other unpleasant thing'* he had come across among 
these very disappointing |vs>pl(.'—to whom, however, 
he was forced to admit he owed much of Itis glorious 
independem e Irom tlie British Crown. Much at 
the same moment tliat this noisi’ offended him he 
heard m his lear h sharp rash of feet, and was swi'pt 
doMm towards tlie Rue St. Honore by a new contin¬ 
gent of the mob whicli was pouiing from everywhere 
into that thorouglilare like rivulets feeding a tonont 
in spate. 

Mr Barr was too stout and too courageous a man 
to be swept oil las feet. He resisted a little angrily ; 
las resistance caused one of tin mob to let drive at 
him with las fist, but the blow falling short no further 
harm was don< lam, and, indeed, the pre-occupation 
of the crowd w.is too great to, allow lor a quarrel. 
As they ran .and dragged lum aloi^ with them they 
often went tip-toe, craning their necks and giving 
excited cries wliich Mr. Barr completely failed to 
understand. 

So surrounded and so driven, Mr. Barr found 
him-self at last wcdg<'d light into a mass of men and 
women who packed the Rue St. Honor6 so that one 
coulrl move forward but at a crawling pace, and from 
the mass so wedged and so slowly proceeding went 
ftMth a ceaseless roar, the like of whicli Mr. Barr 
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had never heard save onrf in a Scj>tember Rale upon 
In'? recent voyage arross> the Atlantic Ocean. 

At the head of the great mob. and so close I0 
Mr. Barr that he could alinwt have touched them, 
went a squad of soldiery as ungainly and tattered 
as the sentinel whom he had watcht'd that morning; 
nay, they had not even a common uniform nor an 
attempted one ; not one wa^ shaven, not one com¬ 
pletely buttoned, and Mt Borr noted with acute 
irntauon that the shots of some were actually 
missing! Such tonfu‘e«l thought'' as ran in his 
mind m the midst of all this balxl were a general 
surmise tliat tliis n.ilion (winch he knew to lx* at 
w.ir) would at ome and iiKwitably suffer an ovct- 
whelming defeat. Meanwhile the squad of soldiers 
in front of him anti th»‘ Jong line that loosely held 
each side of the street rontinuctl to impress him less 
and less favour.jblv and to add to the aheady con¬ 
siderable fliscomfort this misadvtnture (aust^d him. 
He twice managed to elbow .t few inches' spnec and 
so to consult his watch, tlarngh fmtualy, for he 
feared it might be stolen lie was very seriously 
oftt'nded to finid tiiat it lacked but half an hour ot 
Jus appomtment; htil needs must, and he shuffled 
along foot by foof with tlie ]Uoccssion which he in- 
yoluntarily headetl, now ami then shnnking back as 
best he could when one of the ragged brutfs in front 
of him menaced him with the hutt of his musket and 
cursed him for pr»ssing forward. 

It wa.s not until he had been in this situation fw 
some ten minutes that Mr Harr, who was a short 
man, appreciated the cause* of the commotion. Be¬ 
yond the ijqiiad of soldiery, and showing above 
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i)iin li> ho saw the upper part oi a priest’s 
.ujJ to If f/ji‘ upper half at the S^rc oi 

a svdteii woman, whiif stOl higher and 

srsiidii^^ Jistio.Hslv a t&U, stout. 

crop-bcadf^ felhw, hafloss, and holding loosely in 
bis hand a rope, the other end of whioh wai* tied to 
the- woman’s pinioned wrists behind her back. He 
saw b\ thf'ir motion and theii eminence that they 
must all thr<-e l>e in some sort of cart. 

In this group, the source and meaning of the 
whole business, Mr. Ittirr took but little interest, 
thougii he at once perceived that he had got into a 
criminal business ol some kind, and that here was 
a pnsontT being led to prison or perhaps to punish¬ 
ment. He had no intention of ri'maining in Paris, 
and his returning energies as noon approached 
were concjmtrated upon escaping if possible from 
the crowd by a side street, and that without injury 
to himself or delay for lus appointpient. But 
.though he felt so little interest he could but watch 
th*^ woman’s face whenever a movement in the 
soldiers in fiont of him gave him an opportunity. 

That face wa-. ashen, «'niadated. and distraught; 
the eye in the profile towards him was dull and 
blind, like the eye ot some old spent creature; a 
few grey haiis escaped from beneath her cap, 
they were damp, short and rare, contrasting meanly 
with the white and newly starched head-dress; 
slw tjonf forwarrl from hci nock and shoulders, and 
it would indeed have been liard to say whether she 
was anmuto <»r inanimate. She seemed not to 
hear the voice of tlic crowd, and the priest sitting 
i^posite to her had ceased even his perfunctoiy 



MR, BARR*S ANNOYANCE. 235 

gestures^ so irresponsive was her face and form. 
All around tlus dumb show unrl iiideous, from the 
crowd, from wmdows of tho i.ill Ijouscs, fiom tJie 
vf-rj' air, a', it seemed, shouts and curses poipetUrtUy 
rang—when suddenly Mr liaii ol PliiUdolplua ^aw 
luN opportumty. 

Tliv'y had just passed tlie honst' ot Robespierre, 
and the iwcssurc at tin liead of the colninn was 
leheved by a movement in the inoh wludi halted 
to dieei tlic Tribune, a fne sjiati of a yard 01; 
two was yt ome lormed bawtni Ihi (oliimnof the 
j>ojmlace aiKl the still ad\Mn<uig imnbiil with its 
ragged gnaid Thiough tliat spue with somewhat 
undignified spetnl Mi Ihui liuud to the left, and 
dod(jing through a hni of found lunwlt 

in the liitie lane wludi flanks tJie dardc Meuble 

Now he was inside tht gievit rioois, a hltlc flushed, 
but walking with ieco\(H'd digaitN uj) tlie stone 
stairs <>f that paUti.d olhoi , now he was nslieu'd 
vith liccominpccr(moii\ into tin si(i(Ui.i\ room. 

Even hiai he sulfu'tl a Ud a’lnovaiiK , th«se 
unbiismesdike and ginuiack jx‘oj)h‘ wm g.itlieicd, 
iWks and seontaiv and lUl, at tli( tall wjikUjw- 
that overlooked the Plaie de la Rouliition, <md 
It was with diflicultv ho luuld altiad their atten¬ 
tion. Even when lie had done so iliev wiuild not 
leave the panes. 

They had some e\cu'.e , they also weie watdinig 
tliat turnbnl, but they kiuw, wh.it he did not, 
that the fainting woman seated there was the 
Oueim 
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JVNI!. 1794 

Among (hp puonni (\orijtPd Jt tlip nid )1 Die Terror 
wa> a ^oUlH' fi\a!ivrrt111 tminiN, whose nim wisimf 
upon the h I of ill! i )tuhmaf(t tliougli upon thn of the 
jrripnMincd It i- not Kn >wn how tlio cinn was c >m- 
mitted noi why its vactuu did not luotO't 
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JUNL 1794 

I T June ami \it\ hut it \ m ‘> the hotter 
because the inner couru.iul oi t)u Cuntitigene 
got no au from aboie or below It was like a 
well of old. unpleasant stone uidikecl all the way 
up h) narrow windows the lower stou\s of wlmh 
were barred and ilir last of wlinh onl\ jUst sliowecl 
above the flag-stoiies ol tlu pa\eiiunl Tlun* was 
a drowsmess m the an. wiurh {.uik Iroin the early 
summer heat, butundu Uh hit’ll aho\i rould 
still be heard m this eoily numtii tin. twittering 
of biriis Tluue still Imgiud also lOimtlimj; ficsli 
m the liappy blue ol the skv, the iitlit patdi ot sky 
wluch a ni'in could (attli h\ slandnig near the 
broad window ol thi' cell and ga/ing upwaids. 

. Within tlwt an wcie puha|)s a do^tu .isscmbled. 

The prisons of the KfWolutioii wire but jxissnges 
from a Life to a Life Thy had about them none 
of the appurtenances which go with the. vadict 
of legulor and theieioie hypotiitical tnlmnols. 
The names of those balihes ot the dwiraed were 
spelt hurriedly and ill, or sometimis not at all. 
The victims themselves entered, and lemained, in 
their civilian dross; they spent their time ui hiunan 
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foinpHnion'^hip. thoy Jte sm/i {<>0(1 as tfertr pure<¥ 
coiUd provide them, noi weir tiiev subjected to m- 
human regulations oi to inhuman apathy. 

Tilt prisoiitrs in this tvl] wore very various in 
kind A long, low and solid deal table ran down 
the length o( the room its trestles grated, as nvra 
lcc»nt <igainsi it, along the stone floor. Besuh it 
ran u bentii .is rough and as strong The dark, 
high walls wot damp uitli the moisture o( prisons 
A cruuhx had l«fn hung upon a nail at one md 
and near th* window .i woman had stretched a 
rosary upon two nails Du emblems seemed to 
some moaninghss to oiu or two iidiculous, to the 
rest a mitigation of tin mmiory of d(<vth. 

And Ml as m anv othir room lull ol prisoners 
in tJial fuiit nioining. but ftw wue sure of dying. 
Ol ail the multitude of those whom the Tenor 
held upon suspunm Oi to save the Repiiblit tiom 
spying, 01 to j)ifv<nt the forging of money by the 
enenij, or lor anj <»thc» jeason, those that at last 
werf led out ol the diHii into the sunlight and to 
(hath w(ie a mmontv But there was this about 
that fintastic timt that the forms of law weie so 
hurried, the bCJtpKiice of jxjhtical accident so tu¬ 
multuous that no lUdii i**lt aDv kind of secuntv, 
e\en in his wiitlen sentence, some, clfMfly con- 
d(inn(d and liaving had theu st'ntenc<' read to 
them and having gone tluougii the sweat of the 
agony. fantastuaHy survived , others, tlm^ig no 
doubt tliat the key had tunu^d upon them only for 
a few hours, untncHl, uncondemnc*d by some mis- 
spdling or some acculent of tlie pen. might hear 
their names caJkd out upon the (kily Iwt. Thijse 
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last were not very ^any; in all those /ou^ months 
during wliich martial law p-ouiid and made even 
the face of the Republic, m all the prisons not 
much more than a thousand piTislieii. But the 
Untalisation and. as it were, tJie gjunble of death 
WK over the whole city within the }>nsons and 
without. For it a m.m senl moiitv tc» his son 
hiding in some Gcimari touu h{. the fathei, died. 
Ami if d pasant held b.uk r»>iii iiorn liie aiiiiies 
foi d rise m price, he also dnsl 
Ttiis nxmi full of pnsomis, 1 say, was very 
mixed. Tlin'O Iioasted that tliev wcic noble - but 
there were half a imlhoii nobles in Iranco. and 
these tJuee were veiy threailbaie nobles Om was 
a Breton who had he’ootl an orthodox piKst to 
escap', he sat there loolishK smiliu;’, unable to 
sp'ak their tongue. U' was diessed ni Inoad 
knirlcerliockers and had hm metal buttons ujion Iils 
c<ut. and in Ins h.it theic weie ^dv ribbons \no1her 
was an apothecary, (oi long the thiel Jacobin of a 
country tovn. but one v\1h> bad ino^t undouliUsJly 
bought corn with com to hU it (01 assign,its to the 
regiments as tliov mairhed tluoiigh, and then again 
to turn the pajK’i mlo metal, a fouri-inaitial had 
Kindcinued him to be sent to Baris, anti Iheie the 
tribunal had dealt with him. he was to die He 
was a little wi/eiied man. o\ei sixty I'ears of age, 
one who had never known religion and who had 
lost all dignity of hh. and tlie thought oi death 
was intolerable to him. lie sat in the corner most 
remote from the light, ujion a licketv rli;iir, biting 
his nails and l<>okmg over Ills hand, like an ammal 
with bright eyes. 
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The jest*of the group were gcitho;«J togetlici, 
talkujg without vivaaty of t/ii§ thing and of ffiat, 
and tveii of what fate uught be before Uic one or 
the othei 

To these, then on the stroke of noon and while 
the hour was '.till sounding Jiom tlic great (.loik 
upon the (onui town uiUied a young man quite 
distimt front an\ otlier who had conit into tliat 
prison hefun. His Uii was dean and ruJdv ins 
sfatiiu toieiduahh his limits weie large, stiong 
straiglit and wdJ In Id, liis gait f isv and ins manner 
altogitliti not onU tli.tt of a soldier but of a soldier 
who foi man\ inontos Ji id li\«d in tlie opt'ii air. 

He wd" from tin eastern fiontier. and, as it 
seemed, fioiu 1 on aim lus halt was of a waim 
ytllou, and tht >-om«tliniq Getntan m his fact was 
rdie\((I h\ tii< ' iv.uit) and uony of lus eyes 
ill'- untfonn wljuh was still loft ujxm him, bright- 
emsj di’ 1)1'' wa\ Imt he walked he missed some 
balaniiut' thing which wis lus swortl Foi as he 
passtd tin gill'' oi llic pijsou his sword bad been 
taken tioin him 
lie Ixwed 10 tlii'iti .mil •>dul * 

“ My name is Goirt.is ' 

No one auswued Imn except thv one ivoman in 
tl)f i^iacp, .ind ‘Ik though slio bowid m tetum, was 
too jadid with -oirov\ to ik to any ncw-coniei 
He lontinucd ‘ M\ nanit i*- Ooinay. If is well 
that you slioidd j now it ioi I was a |iussar and 
ma) be a llu-.'-ar again ” 'Hitn as they still kept 
■client, ihimkiug fioin this giotesque advent of ‘.un* 
bght and of air, lie added 
" Gentlemen, loi a p<iik of prisoners you scent to 
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me uncommon doleful, and but fornhis Udy I 
bhould ay I had no hosts at all in this particular 
lotel” 

At that time smoking wa's unusual save among 
the poor bu{ this np^^ toraer who was nut a gentle¬ 
man but a piivatc soldier baxllv felt the need of it 
Hv pulled some coare toba‘n) out of liis tight 
tinuser-pocket and rolled it in i diitv srnp of 
paper whuh he found u}>on tlu binch Inside him 
Jit pulled out a tinder box md th« n with (lalioiate 
courtesy hi asked as h< miglit ha\e asktd in the 
barrack-room whdhii hf hidli i\i t(j--mokf 

His hostess bowed Sht Ind ne\ei snuU tobacco 
smoke close bv in her lito ind slu wished to know 
tht smell of it As loi iht ap‘>tlkcirv foi ill that 
his mmd was intent up< n ippioidung dc itb, he 
growled and relus( d 

Gomay veiy polil<l\ hesitated to light his little 
twist 

“ Go on, my lad , go on siid titf woman m a 
ver\’ sweet and patioinsing voic< (Outado she 
had been a milliner ind kntw the nunimr- of the 
great) 

"But if this gentUraan '' s^ud (joiiiay, 

,and the apothetaiv muttcKd tvill> tint h< did not 
ob-|ect 

Then Gomay ht his (igarelio and blowing out a 
very raisenble little ime of smoke he pretended 
to an unmense satisf irti in 

"Gentlemen/ said ht, "1 wonder li life has 
anything better than this ? ’ 

la their leadmg, before their tnak> the Paiisian 
prumners at least had been used to su<h aflecled 
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paradox, ajid they did not even deign to answer 
now that they were in the very presence of niality. 
Blit thi' apothecary said to liim with a scowl: 

" For what are you condemned ? "■ 

Gomaj unswored in the frankest'tone in the 
wot Id :ind wth th«' brightest smile: '‘Upon my 
soul, [ f'annot lell. And for what were you ? ” 

“ I'pon my soul I will not.” the apothocaiy 
muttered. 

■■ At any rate,” said Gomav, as lightly as though 
he weie keeping up the conversation in a play, 
“one lias this advaiit.tpe in levolulions, that one 
knows it tt.is nothing ven' disgraceful; you wore 
not a iteuu'i. J suppose ? you eiunniiltcd no murder, 
f take it ' an<i I A er} mueli doubt your burning 
down a housi, even though it were your own.” 
As he sjid tlu» iie'hlew out the smoke again with 
something of a suspituui of insolence, and then 
sudilenly tapixxl his oldei companion upon the 
shouldci anrl said: 

‘‘Be comforted. In a rowdulion every man's 
honour is sate, and there are splendid opportunities 
of ilynig.” 

I'lu' nanow corridor tuitsidc echoed to another 
step tiian that of flu- monotonous turnkey, who 
paced up and down it for his living under the light 
of a small and evil-smelling lamp. 

Tin- new rtep was at once heavy and rapidit 
was a steji of which they all had read or heard. Some 
braced thpmsclve.s to meet it by an iron indifference. 
The woman felt so ill that she could hardly .stand, 
but such was the dignity of her sex that, clenching 
her hand and leaning upon the table with it &nd 
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turning her lace from the ligJit. bbc was not hu- 
imliati*cl by any pliy'-ical lailuie Only the pooi 
apothecary man, the inoney-deakn, went to piet'ts 
at that bound. He bit, no longer his nails, but 
the ends of his fingeis, and lie made .1 little winning 
noise wnth his lliioat. (i(nnd\ the while w’as lie 
giunmg a stoi^ of wh.it death l«ll likt whm it wa.s 
near one in drlion. a moment which. soJdier-hkc, 
lit affected to know, but which in truth, he did 
not know at all 

'file key was in tli' dooi, .mil in the poor old 
a|)othecar>’s eye's thtu slootl two large utld tears. 
Such colour as had hem then lompkti'h litt his 
foiehuad, his leinpIcN, .ind his thi'tks. and gathered 
under his eyi^s. .and insniouth w.^^ most nnphasantiv 
dr.iwm. Hut (minay was still (lom.w fit lient 
down almiKSt kindh liki a and said 

" WTiat lb join ii.une '' 

The old man said • " It is no use ” 

Gornay answeied * “ It is fvidi nt Dial you have 
never answered a roll-call.' Then hi said again: 
" What IS your name ” 

“Bra/,' said thy old nun, but he whispered it 
from so dry a tluoat that one lould haidh hem it 
* Gornay, as though ht had met a tiatellei upon a 
road, said geniallj’: 

'' A Gascon, by God! ’’ 

Tlie door opened, and the ofhcei with the w'ntten 
list in hi& hand began to read : 

" Perac, dmm^elle.” 

" Mamon ftls." 

'The woman could lust move, and she moved 
forward. A man came aftei 
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Kmiouft " 

The fdohOi Bn ton snliled and moved heanng his 
nanu‘ Ihey hustled him into Imr 

The nadei iniiimund down a list of names, 
tickmp otf those awaiting him in other room? and 
calling aloud the leiiiaimng names m this, till he 
oimc to tlu 1M, and sang out 

■ Hi if:' 

Then (rornii, fioin tlie table on which he had 
hen hilfsfatu! lost pul his hand upon the 
should! r of 11 k old api’tliecaiy to prevent his 
moMiig, and oanu into Inn. with the test Just as 
thty hd the loui tlnoucli t)k dou'i, and while the 
jpothetuy wa looking on baldly understanding 
whdt hd!l hapTvnis] tlu* tuinkiy sjid harshly to 

that soldn 1 

" rini' b no smoking heret " 

\ni (touii\ \Mlii m(*u legret than h<‘ had yet 
shown lln«w du dguate dosvn and tiod upon it 
uiiefull\ Hill Inn me* riom st) mpi(hed on much 
moie inouuilully witli tlu d»sm ol tobaoco strong 
uj>ou him 

11 ns IS th( w'ly tint iiornay lin'd, and why he 
was so aiiMous loi dcith, of lathfr >o avid of it, 
hUsnevu h'MidiUimmed 
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A Commiltcp of tin* R(jV)liUK‘nar\ Parli.miPtit was 
ui the worst cmis of the w u with 1 mopo to !«■ dicialor 
And arimiowtff martial U» Kohi spitrrf, ibt idol of 
Uic* rntinuiat, was a nwaulvt, Init Jus love of 

popuJaijty mteifeiod with t!« dc 'irc of < k1» o * JIip i.>thws 
to make his own tiopaitruu! (VV .r, I maiKi, ) work 

mauhke flo rame inoit and imu laitU, i( la>f only 
to ask for iavoui^ toi prott^^'s, md tuinllv Iho (.ooiiiuttir 
determtiied to Ik rid ol him and lie t< IJ luun iviwer 




THERMIDOR 
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T he year had tunied, and ihougli the heat 
increased, tlic sliorfoning of the day was already 
apparent; the morning broke more tardily; its 
slow approach was notf^ in the great room upon 
the ground floor of the Pavdlon de Flore. 

The Committee had been sitting through the 
night: little chinks of daylight had just begun to 
show where the tall curtain iwX and in the joints 
of the huge gilded shutters, and the new light 
contrasted with the yellow candk*s in their silver, 
standing upon and reflected in the polished wood 
of tlie. great table. 

There were oth*er ♦candles timn these. Two 
•were set upon the floor w'hero a great spread of 
maps Was pinned down to the waxed chestnut 
wood, and tliere sprawling at full length was the 
ungainly fomt of Carnot, fixing little flags at one 
place and another. Ht grasped in one view, as be¬ 
lay there planning, what not Jourdon nor any 
otfjer uppn the frontier could seize, the whole line 
of the defence, or ratlier (for it had now come to 
this) of die victorious advance which was not 
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In ht chrckc'd until the Grand Army ^ould have 
iUiedded into reticat from Moscow. 

Carnot lay tliere sprawled al full Icngtti, moving 
now Olio of his caniUt's, now the other, to r(*ad a 
name 01 fi\ scum detail of the Ardennes. His 
odd. soiniwhal nusshajx'n head, with its high 
bulging ton hud and scanty bl.wk hair tailing 
down m a wi'-p towaids his eves, kioked the more 
giotfsqui from the shadows tlxesc candles cast 
K\ojy now and th»n h< ranmmicd to himseli as 
he wrote a iiole uj«‘n the margin of the map or 
lollow’c'd sc'nie natural leaturc with his fingi'i. 

Tlurr Wd'- no otin r sound save the scratching 
of pons Round the' gnat table, jaded with so 
mans houi-. of (ontiinmus lalMiui, still sat the 
(.omnutuc TIm iioshcst and the most carefully 
dn‘-s<'d was t)a ch.inly Hauen He was wTituig 
Contlum, pindnsl and ill was writing also; so 
wcTf three minis tf) hu hit Only one was not 
wrjtmj'. the bo> SI fust with eyes like Shelley's, 
btit mon liini mi Ixah a little in his chair and 
looked at no oru' of his <oTni>anions but into dark- 
mss Hi-iii-swcn lilh d c'lther with memojies that 
tiouliled lem or with th<' l«ar of some approacli- 
iijg duc'ni 

The dii\ (ontnnialJy lutiadened. It was still cfxil 
m the Jui\ monmig and llie window, facing west 
waiii cot no gleam of sunhglit, but the cessation 
of the songs <tt birds in the gardens showed that the 
sun had risen, and in a liHh while Barrtire, dtopjimg 
his j>en. snwtd up, stretched his amis, ingdc some 
exclamaticm of boredom, walked to tlie curtains 
and puUod them asidi, going round as he did so to 
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avoid truading <in these great maps of Carnot's,' 
upon whose intent, ungainly figure he loolced down 
as he passed, half in amusement and half in ad¬ 
miration. When the curtains were drawn and 
the shutters thrown ojx'n, ligijt so flooded into the 
room that the candles lost tlieir office. They were 
blown out. Carnot rose and came to the table. It 
was full day. In the .siulden ch.'ing( from one 
condition to another, as )>)' a shock, all work c<*ased 
and they looked at one fuiotlui wondering to se.c 
what an e.xtremc fatigue was ujKm eiary face, 
Barrfire load btdore him a htth- ngemUi scribbled 
upon half a sheet of paper and he hrsl sjK.ke. He 
said: "We cannot <oimiuie nmcli longer. J 
must sleep before th(‘ debates iK’gin. and none of 
you will \tc fit to defend tlx poli( v unless you also 

nst. We do not know wlio mav be called on.” 

% 

There was a gloomy and a silent .issent from ali 
except from Coutlion and trom St. Ju'-i. The little 
refined ciipplt; and the boy knew well enough whal 
that policy was, but it wres nt tlx- jicnl oj their 
lives to oppose it or to seem to oppofte it . it was 
tJie policy that would kill Robespierre, their friend. 
Eai’h waited, the cripple in fiMr. the 1k\v in an\i- 
.ely, for the first *qu'-^l^on that might he addressed 
to them. Each wondcnsl how he should reply to 
it, whether to pretend i-onnivance ivitli the min 
of tlieir leader or to profess igmiraiMe of a de¬ 
sign ,ag:ainst him. They darwl nut argue against 
the scheme tliat was afoot, still less would they 
dare to vote against it if it should come to a vote. 
Luckily for them the silence was broken not by 
any question addressed to eillier of them, but 
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by the han>li Covcnol voice of Jean Bon. Alone of 
the eager men who made up that Uttlc assembly, 
he showed in his face something that betrayed^ a 
profound evil in the mind. It was an expression 
full at once of sen ivy and of hatred. 

U had U'en determined m the Committee that 
Robi’^jncrie shtmUl tall. His popularity was an 
ohsu action to their function.^. His rule of ojnuion 
cUsluxl witli then physical and actual jKiwers; 
his {jhanta'iii (■! goviininent with their true execu¬ 
tive. ('oiithon and St Just alone were his friends 
upon tlwt R*)ard. Bariere ofhcwlly, Carnot with 
the natural impalinice ol a soldiei .and of a creative 
mind, one loi om lea-ion and one for another, but 
all fbr reason^ ol stati-'in.anship. lud determined 
that the man must go Not so Jean Bon. With 
hnn tlieio w.is tin. j*eisonal malice of the less against 
the gr<afor. It was the opitortunity of a pi'i'simal 
rev^tig* that put light into lus small, dark and 
cunning e\es nnd tighteiuxl his thin lips. 

Jejn Bon iiad iii-.t Ixgiin to speak when, with¬ 
out warning. n<'1 annoiuued lor no stranger was 
pcrnutti'd then.*- the door opened and Robespierre 
himsell walked in 

He iiad not shpt anv more tliafi had the others. 
He had sjient the night in writing a defence which 
he knew would lie needcsi. liiit ujKai Ills liigh-boned, 
W't facr' the trari's of laiigue were li'*is. evident than 
in thiist- of las rolleegmi's . ,inU the extreme cAre of 
lis dress, the glistening silver upon his shots, the 
refinement ol liis liands lent a sort of ftwhnesJ and 
vigour to lus per^on, coming in as he did, after that 
long night sitting, upon men who Iiad been in each 
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otl»T’s company ior more tlian twelve hours. In 
spite of that vij^our everj* mati present felt the 
chasm betweim himself and Uiem. At the best 
the>' saw him but raicly. They iiad but a moment 
before been judges. 'Fbey were ]»r(pdTe(j to con¬ 
demn agam when ho should 1 h* gone 

He took the only empty rhau of the ten, laid 
in>. little canc upon tin table, and m’\t agiinst it a 
brown note-book that In had been cam’ing ui his 
Iwnds. then avoiding the ew- ol all ot them, 
except for one rapid but hxed haik at the troubled 
expression of Just, be said th.it lu' liad < oine 
upon imiucdiafe busine''S, that he would not inter¬ 
rupt thni lalxuus, that liis nioimng until the de¬ 
bates opened was alrc.idy full <'1 eriaagenients. 
His business was, he wild, to U‘nio\e the names uf 
two men from a list ot the londeiniu'd iJiey had 
ilrawn up. 

They did not ask him wlure he li.ul leametl what 
was ujxin tlie list. They knew well eiuiugh that 
though he had m»t been among thuii tor days St. 
just was his regular miotmer. Tlie gre.it slieet of 
fiKilscap lay in fionj of BamVe. it had lam there 
lor more than ^ dav. Certain n.mies had been 
deleted! one or two added. Th«- signatures of a 
<|\ioium alone remained to be afhxcd before tliis 
batch of twenty or so should Ik* sa*nl to their trial 
in the Palais. 

Barr^re negligently, as though it were a daily 
matter like any other, pushed the sheet of fools¬ 
cap to where RobespiciTC sat witli his carefully 
powdered hair, his dapppr blue coat and exquisite 
linen. As he so pusM, Barr^re glanced furtively 
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but quickly at Carnot, and Carnot returned his 
4;ldiice. 

Robcs.pu‘nt‘ drew the paper delibepitely towaids 
him, put on his sjicctdtlcs, studied it with the little 
delicate hn^^eis oi either liand as though to smooth 
it out 01 hold It down, and let ills sad gioy eyes 
wandei down tiu list. Then, thoughtfully enough, 
he' took Irom tlie* fob of lus silk waistcoat a httio 
jiencil idsf<l u) gold, he die'w tlie pencil douly 
thiongh two iiaine-' \\lie*ii he had eione this he 
pusJied the doemiieiit back again to baneic 
"let me Mn Hu* hst." s,iid Carnot m the same 
time with the saini* laitltsbiiess .is yem would use 
iqjon some small detail of an eirdei As he saw 
the» list Ih sh(»ok lus poweitul eccentric head slowly 
from >1(10 t<» 'kU ■' It can i Ik doms" he Sdkl 
" ft is m‘ei‘^sai\ f<u the d« Icttce of tlie frontier I 
was ni\>fll .it j).iins to ee that tJu*\ ■•hould be sent 
Kiel, tioni tin liojit' llaiioie, when he had hesi- 
tate'd a Uttle, aiMul, leHiking at Kobespieiro some¬ 
what awkwaidK " I think C.unof must have !u> 
way It is ills (fWii de]»aitUK‘i)t" 

M lU't bee.ui to -peak and then was «iilcnt. He 
t»ip])<<I the labk’ with hia luigeis li lit' had dared 
he w'ould lia\e told K(>bt‘spuii( to give way with 
as good a gr.iee a'* possible 
Mi'anwhik the laec of KoU*spicne was. to what¬ 
ever uiiscei) mtilhgenees were lookmg on that fatal 
gdtheimg. the vuy eeiitie* ol energy m the gioup 
It was poriectly white, save* where upon his liigh 
ciK'ek'bemes a vioJi'iit and fe'verisli colour empha¬ 
sised the gcnci d palloi of the rest. The veins of his 
temples sht»wejd os they always did when he was 
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mastenng himself for an cAort of speech or of 
contiol He said m a voice v)umchat lower than 
was his wont, and speaking more slowly, stiU look¬ 
ing at no one directly, ga/iug between Carnot and 
Tmh Bon dt a carving upon the wall beyond “ You 
an dttermincd to sarriticc thfsi two men ” AH 
tiu h^poc^nsy native to jean Bon was cilJcd out 
b> such a phrase ‘ ^e an s<injticinR nobody, 
Robespuiie,' be sud W< uf -.ending su'^pccts 
to a fair tnal' Kobesputic uiswcied ‘ Very 
well I " 

He put back info th* fob ot In-, sdk waistcoat 
the little brown note book iiid tin gildid pencil 
lie took up bis cine Ironi thi }x>lislnd wood of the 
table when it lav but hi> re tun witb tlv c im* 
betra\(d the tension ot his nund foi it tinnbled 
in his bind is he teimned it Ih n wluti 1 m Ind 
looked down a monuiit in '■ibiiee he rose quuklv 
and went out of the i >oni shnttii g the door bt Imid 
bun wath a curious hitl Uw^co puei ion is of a 
well hied provincial who knows how i gentleman 
should leave a drawing room 

VUieti li( was pom Biinrc liugheel heartilv. 
( irnot swoi e 

• lean Bon liad’in his a ni«ue ml light tlun 
01 ci 

T^arrerc took some bituhnimlis thit liy by 
and, still laughing rubbtd out the pencil lims that 
Robespierre had drawn icre>ss tlie nmies ul these 
two obscure men ^hen ht liad done tins he 
signed his name at the bolteun of the doeument 
and pushed it up the table , Carnot signed next 
Jean Bon and the rest m order. The foolscap came 
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round lo St. Just, and, without hcstitation, St. Jus 
signed it ako. It came to Couthon—but Couthon 
his suhenng face al)laze with anger, threw dowi 
tlie pen before he had used it and iiobbled iron 
the loom. 
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NAPOLEON IN THE GPADMiRAMA 

DKIMBIK 2], I«f8 

T he vSiem IjiiaflaTTdma the North 

ot ^t.idrid~ not in a it \vail but in a j^Tcat 
heave like nn advaurinj,' wave One ma^ nveilook 
(romil^ l)art“Ummu«- wliiili Ksajible tho^e ot high 
S(<»tcii niooihiflds va^' {'Ijin^ (u tl» si^uth and to 
the noilh thesi pUinsait and and bare, 
their lare wkteKouj-«<s vul donn d»tp like tuni'lies 
into the {liable soil \oi} lar aw.iv ujtoii iither 
hon/on may be dhtinguislml jinihir and parallel 
Tinge's i^hieh guard, to tiu uojtli the v.ilJiv of tlie 
Ebro, to the boutli that of ilu Tagus 
It is a range of height-* jKdiliar m this that, 
iMthout any abtuptness ot mik oi ^avageiv of 
pie(ipiO|[j though ino4 of it*' ''lopes ait la'ily 
‘atcessible to man, and tfmugh thtv aie more 
■ wtKidccl, e<i)eadUy in then Kfc-jses, tli.m anything 
in the neighbourhood baitath, something foi- 
bidding and austere which at tmu>s has a note of 
evil oppresses the fepiiit of a man who wonders 
dlpne m their region Here, witliin twv days ol 
Christmas, in the year ihi)8, the army of Napolrtin 
was forcing its way upward into the noitli 
They had left Madrid at morning. The i>trag- 
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gUng and squalid capital, on its liigil, vvindsw^ 
; plain, was bitterly (X)ld. and frbzen dust swept in 
; swiris down those falsely wide stress, which imitate, 
^and foolislily iniitato, in another climate and for 
another p<?ople, the ^jreat avennes of France. But 
tliough the cold of that. morning was liitter and 
the frost keen, a clear sky stretched al>ove the army ; 
many days’ rest ami tlie comforts of the capital 
had given now vigour to tlie men. Jlie best of guns 
and many (jf tliem were stret'clibd here and thc're 
along the great line of marching, and as a core for 
the whole went tail in the midst the high bearskiii.s 
of the Guard, 

The many honrs wliich arc. necessary for an 
array to form in column and to leave a'great city 
had bi*en consiuncd. Tin- last of the line kad left 
the nortliom gate : the n»yal road of .the Spanish 
kings, the gieal rehc. of Idiilip, full of the memories 
of the New World and of what .was once a universal 
and an untarnished gloiy, stretched before them 
loward.s the hilK. It was fiicir busmess, leaving 
the Escorial to the west, to follow' on and on till 
they should take tlu- heiglits themselvtrs by the 
new and splendid way which the Bourt^^s had 
built over tlie mountains, and tiot to i^t until 
they should have camped uj)on the further side. 

The clear morning and the :>haip air of that 
exaltetl phiteaq spurred Tlum to effort; they were 
gay. they wcri: pj-cpaoxl for miracles; the Emperor 
himscif, wfio had not yet turned the corner of tliis 
life, but was still rt*sponsjvc to every outer iinpnlsc, 
tasted the wine of the wrather and saw before him 
a complete success. The map of his whole ^ategy 
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was clear and detailed in his mind. He saw the 
northern towns and the river valleys, the few roads, 
tJie position <as he imagined it Id bo) of Sir John 
Moore, The English at Valladolid would be hurry¬ 
ing back tlirough Astorga to the ''A-a, Their road 
and his would meet at Renevenle ; be would he at 
Beneveate first. The olfieers ot the cavalry laughed 
together and called it " the r.ue to Beneventp,” (ind 
on that issue they had no doubt, toi the day and Iho 
sky were vigorous above th<‘iu; they wci(‘ young 
and yet all veterans together. 

But Moore, tar to the northward, IukI other plans, 
and in Valladolid there were no Kughsii, and Beno- 
vente would not be the ineeting place of battle, but 
of contact of I'scape. 

So they marched noilhward, nearing the liills. 
As tlie head of the cijhiinn leadied the 1ir>t roll of 
tlic mountain spurs it was stK'n (hat much of the 
long range to the left was don with a mixture, as 
it were, of cloud and ni»ioi • lor in Miesc fantastic 
summits, where the sku^ are so ddferent from our 
skies, we northeniors can olun watch the coming of 
a storm and wonder whether it i‘’ dust or hajx* of 
cloud, or our imjieffi'ct vision, that st^ems to make 
• th(‘ moiintains disappe.ii into their distance, fading 
out of a clean outline long Indoie ihen |n‘rspeetive 
has reached the hon//)n. To the right also, on the 
heights of Somosierni (which so m.inv ot the army 
knew from another ex,x'nenct‘), tlu’U' ]o\vere<l wisps, 
ol darkness, and —an oniiuons thing—sncli water as 
remained in the arroyos undoi the culverts of the 
great road had begim to rise higher and mon.' turbid. 

There is a viUage at the \x*r>' loot oi the ascent 
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whcTP the old road turns to th? Esconal and the 
jiw road o( the Bourbons bttia'sts tlic pos-s. That 
pass IS not recessed as arc those across greater 
mountains, the Alps or the Pyrenees ; jI is d. 
isiniple ascent, a h\v mih*s of plain steep road ; the 
eye can follow the lugli load ali the way to where 
It oviuoinc' tlu t.mge at »\ saddle betwwn two 
pt'aUs ?oofi tt at tin. njost alxive tlie startmg- 
jKniit fioin whnh one ga/cs. It is a broadway ; 
there au in) poniput'N or narrow^ ; guns can take 
if, if the\ will, two al'iea'^t and <’Avalry by tours , 
or tlu lint li tlieie such a lietossity, in double 
colnmii Noth of those penis for which soldurs 
aie pnp.irul in iiigli ]vlac(s ronfiontcd the aimy, 
but -iiddinli '•onHlhiJig inoic lomble and more 
sfrangt, uIikIj no fApeiitnce t)t theirs had taught 
tluin to Iiu'u 

TJit skv’ diiil.ened rajudly; the gloom spread 
past the suii, tlit neanM ot things was obscured 
and at on(i Irorn the noith and the west, whi^-tlmg 
ovci the fdge<. <;1 the range, fell driving knives ot 
iff. In a few inonients all that host was blmded 
and env» Iojh d in a tininc-nt of frown snow, 

l'’(>r a while it was an exhiiaiition to the young 
solditis. llu^ paslif-d into it manfully; they 
joKid togetlur; Ihij wing their snatches of Gascon 
or Burgundian songs ; and an Italian of the Pied¬ 
mont! would Uinds a t.iunt with a Provencal m 
some lifimttr jramu of tliens. recalling the blizzards 
rrf th{ Alps and the winter jests of thiOT peasants 
in the recesses ol the M<«it Gcn6vre. 

But soon the nortlMTners found how terrible was 
God south of the PyT<’Q<^' cbgged and 



, iVAPOLEON JN THE GUADAKRAMA. 363 

Ia\': they could hardly lift their feet; their faces, 
111 intolerable pain and then numb, were eakinX* 
and brokaa. Thtir Jiands upon tho metal ol the 
mubkets lost tlieir oftn-e; then* were some who 
looked at their finj-ers ami were astonished to see 
the skin tom off by the metal oi lie- tn^jj'er ffuard 
and yet no hkxid issuinjj from the iro«ien HesU. 

A‘'> the day advanceil the. stunii did not abate 
but Increased in violence. The snow deepened, 
the cold grew more intense, and here and Ihere—a 
rare tiring in the sinuous and easy bamK ot Xa]>oleon 
—the fonnution was l)rok«n. Mc-n had dtiij^jied 
out all alohp the way after the tir'.i llnee hours ol 
this hell, preferring.a niiinb (hvith m tin* ctjld to 
the agony ol survi\'id. Najadeou, In'- wilt di'onger 
than the mountains 01 ilie wind, beard tlicir cries 
and <aw the beginnings of IIk'IF imitiiiy. Ife culled . 
a man to hold In.-, braih- and <lisiiK'UiJled. thcjugh 
{lainfully, from Jiis liltle horse. He had ridden so 
far at the head of hi- mourned Hii.nil; he stood by 
the roadsitle now and gave the vetiraus time to 
come abreast ot him : tlun. wnh hi-, li.mds clasped 
behind his Imck. he {Hishc'd 011 aii»ot side bv side 
with them all, jvho went afoot also leading their 
’horses and tiampiug a wav for thi>se who followed ; 

. he plunged through the deejH'ning drifts, his stiong 
faiH' level with the slioulder of some Norman giant 
of h& Pretorians. 

Tlie fury of the sky was a challenge, and, as in a 
batlle*. victory was the sole solution for them all; 
there was no failing or coinpromis<‘ with dcatli, 
unless it was to be a rout and a disasici and a full 
s\ibnussion to the north wmd. 
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Shots were heard ribse by in the driving weather, 
’VTgeanls cuising and lunhug, men at the sjwkes 
of the gun carnage whwls even a thing now, and 
since tlien, unknown in the French Service—the 
sound of blows - But the effort was beyond 
humamiy. Huie a giin stuck fast, there a limber 
found the konnol with its off wheel,'sank in and 
oveiiunied and KiinMv through the rodi of the 
wind or down it w<‘ie throats and now and again 
anotlif*r sjiot, wlK'fo some lad liad attempted to 
break .iwjy mto the shf‘]t<‘i of a barn or a giove, 
oi wivr* a dying Ullow lirul taken the opportunity 
of siuh contusion foi privali' vengeance. There 
weri. spirit'^ among the soldier) who said il opinly 
that this would iias( if any in<in wore bold enongli 
to shoot tin 1 iniM'ioi Ilu Emperor heard these 
inutinoei': In dni u(>t nbuke them ; he still went 
on, his sipuK I fun upon his breast, his sturdy legs 
phuigiiig lhi(*ugli Ihi* snow , 

Tlu'V c.iiiH to Mut pla<e where the last zigzags 
of the pas-- begin, ])iiliai>s some boo ft. below tlie 
suninut , with an (ftort alkigethei his own, he 
niovi’d on (}uukir tliin his (luauis, and Inruuig 
to tlwir foremost uJts sliouted tiuough the gali 
asking tin in wlullici they rtmernbered the (oii- 
qiu'st of tiu* .Vtps that they should be (onquered 
by th< molt hills of Spaui. The van imdiT this 
spin soon leaclitd the stone hou that marks the 
lugbtst }K)inl of the niad. and the de-soent Ikigan. 
Ibrc «i>on the noitlieru side the wmd. no longer 
gusty. w<is full u|»on th<‘m with tjic force and the 
pusli of A river, but the bark of their task wa.s 
biokcu; loi an army upon the march con* 
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tuiuou'i, aiid if the h^ad pieiccs thiough aU fo!- 
iowb 

Fhe iidvduce of evciiuig on tliat short i>ocember 
day incrcastid indeed t)it hitt^ in< s*- of the cold, 
blit the wind abated in its luu (orpi after 
corps tlioijgh guns‘i\tn .dundoiKd foi a ii^onunt 
in the drifts tlKmijh lh» dt id uid tin dtscitcjs 
hid thinned the lanks pissed lln stt>ne lion of the 
summit and began to'itiiinhk (hmnthe iiortfitrnsjde 
\ 1 ] the gre U Jiost Me nl Itv 

One upon the t(sul tlu nidennitabk pmposi 
of then (/enetal kid IixkI i-* the hunt of then 
nuinh He would not lull futJuiuiul of tliat 
linut si\e foi a biMf iiioiiuni in i levuUide hut 
1101 itojMldM m '•pile el ill the C'vU e;l the iir 
tind the hills, this late ol (us to Jkntvenle 

Iht evening fell it v*isdiik upem tlu v lutuard 
in the plain ft was daik on ilu iimiuits white tin 
last of tlu^ waggons lound in » 1 iir Vki\ fiom tlu 
Work he kid eompelled the pioniiis to cl 1 <iud tlu 
tramfdirtg ef tlu ’^aiow l»v the (iinul It wis full 
daik but he ‘^till mirchtd rmw mis Ilu mass of 
t!lC'^o)dul^ to whom inqis ui i unste 1 icui'-thing 
and who know nothing of a in 11 h ii its goal, 
siuvived, m a I'ull fisinem ponin Ihioiigh the 
night tramping hall de ul thioush lil+h villages 
while no hilt w.js dhiwed pullv wonekiiug .uid 
paitly eauk-.s as to whin repose might lx* fouml 
at the mil In suih tiul men ineihiiiujUv gei 
forward, go ioiwanl at le 11 tdl tluv fall had 
he t'lki'n them onwards all night tiuough, i liait at 
least Would still havebenn witli him at tlawn 

Of tk' fat^ue duties ol that ingiit wc know 
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nolhm^j. Soniehow the guard was set, someljow 
tfood cooknl, horses groomed and watered. amiS 
cloaneil. Hour upon hour ll)e column dosed up 
dining the night till the last o( tlie crawling units 
had stuinbl(vl into the nairow stn*et and the last 
"of the w.iggons rolled in. Tlie disdplino ol those 
artniw was capable ol all things; and Indore the 
men tell into a dead slec]) for the few hours bt'fi>re 
the task should W renewed they had accompiislu'd 
one of the gieat deids which are ^of perpetual 
Record among sfildiers. , 

There have not been a doren’maRhes like that 
march since the Captains ol Europe lx*gan to 
fhAllenge one aiiolhtT. Yet so diflerent is wai 
from peace that ii voti will retrace that road ij|>on 
iin autumn evening y(m w'lll come dowm at ease 
from llie ^ununits of the sierra : they will not seem 
very liigh, \<m will swing dowm a broad and easy 
road on to the plains of .JJew Castile, seeing the 
vast liori/ons whidi tlie Christian CQjujuorors saw 
aftei their first groat vietory ovd: the Asiatic 
beyond rlie hills; and if >'ou aj*e a stout walker 
you will Ih? in Madrid by evening, fatigued, and no 
^ more than fatigued. 
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I T 111 not (iifliaill It) skip ihiiuifi lh( noise of 
firing when one ha‘' got ustd to it (oi .i iow days. 
They had iKun vn.\\ to it at Montmaitn' contmu- 
ously for inrtv-nglit hoiiis, and UIok' that during 
fom long months of ^ug^. Wu^i. fort\-<iglit hours, 
lio\vc\er, had not txsn ^t<ad\ rlu vai h.id bun, 
but lathei a suraN^ion without iiildiin'tuoti oi nlK 
and of guns, and the |»i}NtUtii die-, ol men. and 
eviiy kind ot upro.ii sounding and Iwioming m the 
nanow streets as th< tidi xioo, whm it lushes upon 
ail angry day up the luiiovs gtugi s oi the rocks. 

'rhrougli 4 whole night ot lieavi' iiruip n buieher’s 
boy of hetwwn ‘'ixteen and s<\dii<‘di had lalkri 
asleep and had di'pt out undd (le May sky^ and 
had Wiikened with Die taih davn, he v\oke to hnd 
ail sdeut. 

He hail liecn sktping u{)on the loadwjy face 
dottTiwaids, uith his itiad iukui Ills dos^sl arms. 
He hacf drunk htadK of bad ^piut Die night 
befort:, as liad all lait tliiet ol tin* men grouped 
about him. He staggered to hb Wt, and one or 
two of tliosi iymg around were Wiikiug also Here 
in a threadbare frockcoat was a prokvsor, with 
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dirtv hiien hdgg.iid frfcc. and a wock'b growth of 
heaid,, thru' a noiwU'sfript lad, but oi tht Wealthur 
tlasM's 111 fl<itlK*s llwt had (o^t mon(*y but were 
\«r3r greas\ and tom now with boots that had bnist 
J(jng .igo ii third was a plain btggai with \iiy 
wild and sluing with nothing on his body 
but blue (dinas tioiwis no shoes upon liis f<it, 
no tiiat upon his buk but i bJinkU linddled o\(r 
liim fh< r(st wtu workmen of voiying dieuiN 
There w(n tw< nt\ in .ill for tint was tlie iimnber 
r.qiiiud for a bamrolf ol s.uh a width as tJuus 
had ind to ])i( vide thr s»ntii<s at night 
Tht biiiu idi was low it liael not yet been 
touchtd ))\ slull It was intatt save in a place 
where tlu «v<ning btlort out tuiious rhaigr ol the 
Regulars had fadtd Ihtn som< ol the hghttr 
btont had did down aiul tljc pole of an omnibus 
which hid been wtagod into the structure lay 
brokm ) or 1hi lo't I siy it still stood, and was 
exndUm (uvrr Hchiiid it, u|Km its northtin side 
and looking down Ok long strtet tliat led to the 
plain b()o\\ a laggid stntrv stood armed, tlic 
othtis ah(» look th*u rifles all except one who did 
not uiovi whm their elected chief calltd to him, 
noi 'ven when tiie\ rame to move him They 
found he hid dud during tire night 

\ wonim (ami out of the small shop which 
flanked the barncadi , she was ywng and smiling 
and trim as fnsli as the early morning, and one 
would hvve said is gay, she brought roftoe for 
them and would take no jience in exchange Their 
utions of bread they alreadv had by tlicm, and 
theie they &at, sqiiattii^ upon the rcuner atones, 
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dipping tUeu bread in the a»tict\ talking little, and 
i>.iymg such words a‘* tiu*v had to say lu tones 
that wi'ic merely weaiy, and using oaths that liad 
berouie quite ccmveuttoii^ and thin aftci the use 
of the long wai. 

'1 he sun was through theimst; tlie noise reminded 
one of tiaffic in the old days of ixiace , the noise of 
wIk’Hs Ibul they weie the wheel® of guns) came 
from the city below, and then, staitlmg this grimp 
u]H>u the lull, (.aim, iwA halt <1 mile away, the sliarp 
lattle ol the hi»t lusill.Kk. The tight had begun m 
the woikmeu’fa quaiteis, eastwaids, to the kit and 
below But m that long street b(*for<‘ ihtm nothing 
had y('t apjxaied , al) tlie wooden slnitters were 
si*t last to the windows, all th'^ iron shnttois of 
th(‘ shop fronts wen* locked and honed , there was 
complete silence and a coiiiph'te (hsiulnin. 

TIk* place which t)ie> defend* d h i*J h*'en carefully 
chosen. It could not k* Imned save fioni a dis- 
t<mce whnii would give oni^l* lime to fill back, and 
the first side street to eiitci that which llu'v licld 
wa; two hmulrcd yards or nioie from then hanioad** 
Out of that side street, cautiouslv liec’i ing ifund the 
comer, and showii^ at first nothing hut a slioulder 
and an eye, camV a marine He (ame out iullv, and 
carefully surveyed th«* btimcade tlie men sipping 
their coffee, the liaggard scntiy at thur side. He 
was a Breton with hign ehio'k-bon*'-. and slow of 
lliought, though quirk ot eye. He \\i‘>hed to make 
his report to Ins olficer usefully and ac< luately. 
Hence he continued to note, one by on**, the *l(‘tdils 
of the bamcadc; its heiglil, its stiuctuie. by what 
windows it Was commanded, and llie numbci of 
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JUiose who defended it. A few raotnents passed 
tlius; he watching, they unc*on9ci6us, when, all at 
Qnce, he was se^. H<! himself saw the. sentry’s 
. nfle suddenly enme up to,the shoulder. He saw it 
endways, and dashed back to cover behind the wall. 
Tlie shot failed. Then those upon the' l^articade 
knelt at even distances and laid the barrels of their 
^.Chassepots ufjon tlie crevices between the stones, 
and felt in their pockets for cartridges, loadi^, and 
stood by. Tliey had not long to wait. No bugle 
blew; in a buncli rather than a formation the rum- 

4 « 

puny of Regulars swept round theif corner into the 
street like men flying from a danger ratlicr than 
like m<^n approacliing one; somewhat separate from 
them, and running a trifle faster than their foremost 
man, was a qui1<? young lieutenant, his uniform so 
spick and span you would have thought no hghting 
was on, and liis little toy sword gleaming sharply in 
the air as he rheentd. Not thirty sliots weix* flred 
against them as llicy ])oured up the hill, three only 
hit a man, but one of these sliots had struck into the 
very centre of the charge, another had caugllt the 
lictitcnant, so that even a.s he ran forward, and even 
as ho still cheerc'd, ho leapt upwards and fell. Tliere 
was a check in>.t enough tf* admit' confusion, and - 
during that confusion the barricafle steadily poured 
in lead; but a gap in the s^teady firing ga\'e the 
Regulars tlicir chance—those; unpractised and law¬ 
less men behind the stones were loading altogether ; 
their fire for a few s<;co«ds w’as not nouri^^^d, and 
in just those few seconds the ia.st yar^s were covered, 
and the rebels were swarmerl upon as water swarms 
upon the little .separate grains of sand .when the tide 
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rises uptm the beach There was not one behind tlie 
barricade but had three men or fwxr or five upon him 
{{01 a full company had charge<l). and for perhaps 
a minute the younger men struggh'd as an animal 
strugghs against those that hold it while the others 
kill , the older men had at on«-o gone down. The 
professor was not kilk*d hut caught ; lhe\ alrcaily 
had tom off and bound a strip of his own Imen 
tightly around his wrist', behind his back, so that his 
li.inds w<Te swelling out and blue with congested 
blood. And in the mitlsl of all tins savagery, the 
youngest of thorn was sluniting as he died some 
siTeami'd disjointed syllaMes of a chance revolution¬ 
ary Ming. I'he led flag ^till sUkkI above the blood 
o( the (lofeat, knotted on to a l.ill stick planted in 
the stones; no one h<id thought to take it away, 
bar off up llie lull two men witc '.cen running; 
whv, no one knows or ev<‘i will know. VVliether 
the} were the lebels. or chance comer-., or whatever 
Ihev weie. they weie dropjX'ii like labhits, and tlioso 
were the last shots iiud. 

****** 

This is the way the liaiiuade was taken. It was 
still ({uite, tjuite i-ailv in the morning, the spring air 
•was still quite fftirc and <lean , no smoko was yet 
rising fiom those further qiiurteis of the city Mow 
which the Law had lurovtTeil two days before. 
From tin.' moment wJien the marine had fust taken 
liis little look to that in whicli tjie la-'t two sliots had 
dropped the ninaways, about five niinutes rdlogcthcr 
Jiad pass^l. 

So much lor what happened in J871: one of the 
liundrcd things that happened, each ^’ft^y much like 
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all the olhcis cluiing that astonishing reconqufst 
ot Hk* town ♦ But \t i were to ond hire I sliould 
not be telling quite all the storv, nor Inlpmg iny 
readers to Undnstand altogctljei the tiue diaiader 
ol these toreign men 

EvKtlv thirtv V'ti lihr, m a \ilU (W to tlie 
River Seme. ne?i Mmtis 1 dmrd with a man who 
WMs biotli 1 to till \(Jiing lieutenant who had Ixiu 
killed and time wis pu ^ent an old and latliei de- 
ciepil gentleman of the I nixusity wlio hail ban 
among those upon the bimiadi <md who had Ixin 
raptUTul, lu had tmii loudemniil to death, ti<ms- 
poitd, a idugi e m London, amnestied and was now 
still Working at hb inathunatics m the Rue de> 
Ecohs h» no longa lutuiul, but hr still ga\e 
pnvati lf’"'Oib \in} lh*‘st' two, all duniig diiinir, 
would talk (j1 hotliingilsi but the Conimimc my 
host, tthos< bi »dm hid b*^ hit among thi 
lus duTiiig till (iiiigc eundenimng it, tlK aged 
pruftssoi upi'H iln otliu hand deiiuding its Kloal 
with ill tii^ itungfh It Web ii heahd argument 
Noi’lm iml'biOiKi how t> iiioiKilt jwrtj- ihinr- 
(iiiCHWith fht hi itioii\ ol -lOfial hii foi quite m 
hoiii tlu\ a!i,nh ildulidtlii past Latu,however, 
thiv tuned to talk ot li'hing an6 it lehovecl me,, 
tor I am not usid to jiohfical debate, not liad I ever 
cleail\ known what the Conununc was all about. 
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C>n Dcremhoi 3, V,i IWif jiir’s \dmmi tiatum, 
wliith Mvl t.»nKd ro a - km ^'il uhI imo ptrotk coii- 
ctu Kit tli< hniith Muciii Wii inil Ji.tl idirtui^l Ihc 
T Kopuldiu ml*> oui JjipfiU v Um wmU to th( 
&)tuitrv Durmt; ll»e iKj’ii.il i'fcrtHui Jjiio\Mritr itiany 
wfff hold, and mu »u^- tinm tin , lu t tiorthfin 
tovm, upurj Jdnuuiv n, J'jotr 
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W HA 7 ' happiMiod on tliis day happened in a 
liUp hall whuh had bwn built m the begin- 
mug ol 0111 younger geiunation, |iist when iron was 
coming into use lor building Its aichitedure was 
of the style whicli uwy tie called inasome, Sham 
half-<‘olunms stood against the high walls, supporting 
nothmg: their nondescript and hideous catutaJs 
\vci(‘ lienvily gildi’d with some ',tarmg metal, hrom 
the rwit hung great lights wlm h had been designed 
for gas but now carried incandtse^ nt b^dh^. It was 
evening and light glaud all over thi gnat oblong 
and the aioiiishing^ed and hldb pattern ol the roof. 
Tlien* were ix'iLfp- thrtv thousand [n'oph in this 
jilaci', nearly all ptKir, and most of them (tressed as 
the poor are dussed in this countrv- that is, any¬ 
how. The gallery which ^an around the luill was 
packed, and m the darkness under it ^'ouiip men and 
iwys stCKKi m close ranks. In tlie body or the hall, 
by a custom pocubar to Great Britain, many wuiien 
of the middle class wei^sprinlded, and the Inst fmnt 
rows of cliairs were fillc^ with pooph* of somewliat 
giealei wealth than the mass; their faces were 
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solcinn their eve«i imob^^iviint and <»lo% Before 
and above these thousands, at tb<‘ end of the 
great hiU, v\as a \ist plaHitrm of hixxI like a ^tago 
Then Wds .in organ upon it vitv high rt aching to 
tilt roof tlu jift of s«)rat ope oi othd who Lwi eot 
wtallh rapulH in Hit gambling and (In itmg of our 
timi fhe n was turtliei upon this piatfonn a table 
covered nitb i rod (loth and two long lows ot cliair'^ 
bo loni’’the plitlomi rtmainMl (tnpt'v, .1 '»<iniin 
with mild iialiins pli\efl upon thi organ to tnUr- 
tain the [vonnlut Bui when a sinill sidi door 
ojiencd and the htad of a s<irt ot smnll proi'ssion 
app< iretl h( (tnsed andlliedying.ivva\ ol lusinutic 
wa- lu<tf(hd by '•tojrn** ol chteis 01 all tho^e 
thou>andsnion Hun hilf lo-a-totlwu tut, and lImh 
oth«rs ind oihus till maily ill wirt sUndin, ind 
tin linll ciKot Hit womuiwcn veryaudibU above 
tljeoljKi musts \t ihr toin<rol thegailin above 
the pUUfomi a voting 1« in daikhaintl man with 
hint laytrtvt-. hiss'd tontinu.iUy tlus nuist also 
was. notiu ibl unong Hit rest 

riit 1‘cijierits i»f tin-, jiiubhc niainour hkd slowly 
on to tli*‘ siagt I ir^t t tnit m tkhrJy and corjiu- 
Ifiit ntm in a nuiovv sluit hotil diijMcl likt a V, 
and ho ing cai tJio w ustcoat of he evtiiiiig elothts 
agigiutu yohUndiam H« was bald hislHardwas 
whitt and he tunud rcrtind contmualiv as though 
making obcisaint to th<*sf who jollowtd Hiest 
WfC tt a innSi of imddlt iigt* with luir as light as straw' 
and vattry weak eyts, another of Jewish blood 
with crisp hail, qunk, akrt t|<c, and an au of dtei- 
sioii about hnu 

lk)Hi of th(*se last were Lords, and with them 
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came tlje central figure of that evening, the Poll- 
tkian. 

'rhi.s man was not yet fifty. His eyes pc'rpetually 
roved from point to pomt of the hall as he came. in. 
lli«i features were detirmineW and strong, but his 
nioutti nnsteadv : U moved as nerv(»uslv as did liis 
eyin», and Jje elasixd and his hands con- 

Imiiaily. His frame was w.-ll built - it was evidcJlt' 
his health was good. His walk and manner and 
iwcr^ltiing abiiut him hetray(*<l an intense concen- 
tr.itiou of interest in one thing, and might equally 
U' said to have b<*trav<-d an ignoranee of nil others. 
Tins thing was the <»ld comjilcx and curious Si:hcmc 
of ]K)lilu.'il artion with .is vagu<* eeaseles^; phrases, 
its eoiinotation of great wealth, the partial iimnunitv 
of its ai't(»rs from tlie action of law, and the {dcasures 
<il lulministiatmn and «)J distant praise wliich it can 
bring ; nor uiuld anv one have said, not even she 
who had home him land who ^n}l lived), wliioh of 
the varied aspi’cts of tliis old moribund tiling pleased 
him most. Kor it all ph'aserl linn : (he praise—^the 
architecture of Wistminsltr--tlie iitth feminine 
innigiies the grensincss of officials- the work in 
Wlutehall“the ^^erney. Hut on the wiiole, perhaps 
-most of all-tli’e miuiev- He was long past that 
phase in such a hfo when the future mav lie doubtful: 
he was secure. But twenty-live years ftilcd with 
poignant anxiety in tin piusuit of tliat which he 
had attained had left liim, as I liave said, unable 
to control his eyes or his Imiuls. 

After him trooped in the notabilities w)\o were to 
sit upon the platform. Sorrie of these also (as the 
modem national custom deinands) were women. 
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One was of the very centre of the governing class, 
the wife of the Jewish peer. The otlieis were 
women of the middle classe^» and the difference 
between the two w'as very notict'able, for tlie 
anstocrat did ci’orytJftng with a studied ease and 
repose, mdistinguNhdhle from that of an actress, 
while those of the middle class suffcTed somewhat 
A]\ these wonicn wer< dressed m ait expensive 
mannoi 

The corpulent man who presided upon that even¬ 
ing rose ind spoke a few nimutes m a hu>k\ voice, 
liitroducmg the prmcipal hgprt which sat theu next 
him, behind the jcd (able, smiling {and smiling 
nervously) at tlie eiowd 

\Mien the coipiiltnt man eorpulentlv sat down, 
there was a gnat clapping of hands w'hieh lasted 
almost as long .is bad his little speccli and wlnn 
the Pohlician the iheeinig began again as it 
had when he cntcicd fher' was the sime roar of 
wekoini and jiiidc from th<* thousands, the sinK 
shrill noist tmni the women, and fhe same long hiss 
from tin- young eager man who favoured not the* 
Pcditieian but bi untie md brother who sat opposite 
Inm in the Hou'-i of Comniom lor this young 
man woik» d all da\ long amid the noise of mat hints, 
drank tea, a1i dl cjiokui food, and at night, by a 
gas-ict m hii bale itMuri, letwl books written li) 
(jernian .ithcists but (ranslatid into English and 
sold at SIX}Klice These tauglil him the nature 
and origin of all fluids and in his view the I*oh- 
tuian was the cliampion of all things evil, but his 
brotlicr and his unclt the champions of all things 
good. 
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The Politician, still smiling nervously, put up one 
hand to moderate too great a zeal in the affection of 
lais fellow citizens: when the shouting came to an 
end. he began to speak. 

His vcace was singularly pleasing. It was modu¬ 
lated in many tones, and had in it a sort of sympathy, 
JLS though he wore speaking to one, and not to many; 
yet not his voice was the chief wonder, but the 
things he, said with it. 

He told them tirst how fateful wa.s the moment, 
for that England had now to choose between the 
two principles upon which the fate of nations in¬ 
variably depended ; and tainted out the immediate 
disasters which would follow the one clioice (to 
which his audience was not inclined), and the 
great life of vision and of splendour which would 
follow the other course, to which they wae already 
pledged. 

When he had thus emphasised the greatness of the 
great occasion on which they found themselves, he 
proceeded to relate their qualities and sdrtues, show¬ 
ing how jut^ment, patriotism, a readiness for sacrifice 
and an aptitude to do had ever characterised them¬ 
selves and him. ^-^or did lie omit to add that these 
‘advantages weie in part due to tlie special »and 
. peculiar affection which their Creator felt for such 
as himself and them. And this, to the accompani¬ 
ment of sliouts of agreemenf he exemplified, con¬ 
trasting their greater w^th. their more sober lives, 
their keener intelligence, their far more conspicuous, 
courage against the lesser and meaiier accidents of 
foreigners, and while ho admitted tlmt in all th^ 
his audience and hiniself were nearly approached 



2f^2 1HE KYK.WJTNESS. 

by ihe peopk* ol Iho Tiulod States, whom he calk'd 
Anjilo Saxons, and whom lit- athimfd U» bi* the* 
cousins ol Jinnnll and of those who hoard linn, yi‘t 
h(‘ v’ould not nold j palm tvon to Ihosi 

Ho had now spiStn for lorty nuniitos and ap- 
pioarliod mou delmito theme*; I oi an lioui he 
debated tlio im])or<an''o of a txitain Jaw whkh 
liad soiiuthir'e of nuLKal |Km<*r m its nieu'name. 
The eff. rt of tin law was sm li that .th« tuli 
and pt)oi would ni.nm in tlun r(-^]«rtivt st.i- 
tioir , <Mrv time tin name of that law (‘•''.iped 
him tin meat audunoj was moved as thou; 11 bj 
miisii. 

H« wouJil lioin time to time, lift tn)m a -mall 
pile »if slwets iipDii lh< l.ibli a c}n<»t.it)oij Inan the 
worils <if ,11) ojijamont oi a lolleMQiif (onuiiiini; 
this inattM loadui’^ ihosi ol his biotlhi amJ Ins 
nil u famous umle with a liiu iinn ot (ontenipt, as 
oi soputhing liattful, Imt i!io-,'‘iif In, lust cousin, 
hib pnv ite sieutJiN and his moth* r's seamrl hus- 
baml with tht soun«l apptoxal *>1 a )Uflgin(*nt fixed 
and ^cenu 

The gu it dead also wou pitNijed in^o his seTvice, 
and li« ipiotf’d the n urn's ot tho'-* t ho had h ft their 
uunnsfak/iM* sbuiip upon that soil of ctccupation 
in wlmJi ii< was him-adf lot the moment oerupii'd, 
Olid who, lik<‘ hinjsi'lf, en|ovc<l the money, the 
sicunty. and the viVoemus pUy that accompany 
tins form of achicvtnx'iit 

Thes** gieat names lie u^ed also m another manner, 
whiih was to obtain ref wise. For wlien his vokc 
v\fak*n*'d a little, he liad but to mention in a louil 
and iMiliLiilat manner one ot thiec oi foui spe^akers 
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who would were they now <ibve, pr<N\nnahlv stand 
jn his division of pulihc .iciion. to eibtaiii nwny 
nunulfs ot clapping md shoutine; clmmg' w'hich In-, 
voire might tak« n^'l He endid w'lth a s<iileme 
th( intoriiilioii of whuh was that ot the (ltrg\ W’hm 
th( v' ait m pitr«.mt of thiir pHihsMoiul iftair*' ind 
the woiih (oinjMwmg wliuh wen no Uss tlian a 
tatilogni of the gieat \irttns 1 mean tohrauce, 
nuTCV jU'tui louuye tin K>m oftneelom and flic 
scuic< of’oiK -.roimtrs Ih sit down to tli- auom- 
p. nimont <rl nioro now a*- j»rol>ngtd as tint to 
wliuh Ilf h\d nan and tJu \ounp mm id the 
coiiiu of th« gdkiv foie(»1 to hiis so profeaindly 
had the spd ( h luiiHfsseti hi-, soul 
Till pil l*uiof*fan f chI ro^r and teild a Inimorous 
‘torv' t«) illustnte his jx dion Tiu aiuhenio who 
had often beaid this slou befou liiiglud with a 
faniih.iT pkisiUie. 

Tlie Jewish Loid *'poke‘ next lispinj i httlt but 
inakmp hi- joints eh u llu^ il o tonmntd tlu 
gieatnes- of the virtue-o1 lli(*< beloH liini 

Next a woman sj>(>ki 111 1 ininmi, .uid 

hiouglit in till jKTviu of till S(t\(i<ign ind the 
Koval I aimU "W did .she (‘init to biuiQ in also 
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tion ’ The' leply was m tlie ofhiniative 
A Jittl*, exeit.vbk man mxt jumped uji, and kgan 
a violent haiangue against iisuiy and w.is thiowm 
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out; but not without great difficulty, for his energy 
was amazing. 

A pawnbroker proposed a vole ()f thanks to 
the chairmin. Next poetry was proppsod --the 
audience sang, the platform passed away, and all 
departed, some fighting at the doois. 
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